


Legislative Water Commission

» REVIEW policy reports & recommendations
» RECOMMEND legislation

» SHARES data and information with LCCMR,
CWC, legislative standing committees

» COORDINATES



Body
Sen
Rep
Sen
Sen
Rep
Rep
Sen
Rep
Rep
Rep
Sen
Sen

12 Elected Members

First Name Last Name Party District Home

Paul Anderson R
Jeff Brand DFL
Rich Draheim R
Kent Eken DFL
Peter Fischer DFL
Glenn Gruenhagen R
Chris Eaton DFL
Todd Lippert DFL
John Poston R
Paul Torkelson* R
Bill Weber R

Chuck Wiger* DFL
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1) Expand Source-Water Protection

» Why? Private wells and rivers that provide
drinking water need to be protected

» What’s needed? Legislation for monitoring and
protection measures




2) Reducing excess chloride in our waters

» Why? We overuse deicers/impair our waters

» What’s needed? Bill for training and limits on
liability for trained applicators




3) Water Sustainability

> Goal: Provide clean and sustainable
groundwater

» Why? Adequate water is needed for drinking,
and to support lakes and streams

» What ’s needed: Funds for monitoring,
assessment and planning




4) Increase drinking water protection fee

» Outcome: Update MDH drinking water
connection fee

» Why? Fees protect safe drinking water

» What’s needed? Bill to increase fee




5) Water Retention- Keeping Water on the Land

» Outcome: Keep more water on the land

» Why? Water retention improves agriculture and
water

» What’s needed? Bill to support the important
agricultural practices




6) Inflow and Infiltration
Outcome: Fix our leaking sewers
Why? Leaks increase treatment costs, impair

water
What ‘s needed? Bill allowing resources to be

used by sanitary districts
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7) Continuation of the Legislative Water Commission

» Outcome: Continuation of the Commission

» Why? Water is vital, Legislature needs to be
informed

> What ‘s needed? Bill to continue the
Commission




8) Healthy Soil/Healthy Water

» Outcome: Promote healthy soil/healthy
water

» Why? Healthy soil provides benefits for
agriculture and water

» What’s needed? Bill to provide planning,
outreach and research

'
~

oy

p




9) K-12 Water Education

» Outcome: Increase water education

» Why? It is currently not adequate

» What’s needed: Bill to connect teachers with
experts




10) Preserving and Protecting Minnesota’s Lakes

Outcome: Protect and preserve our lakes

» Why? Lakes are important and
threatened resources

» What ‘s needed: Funds for a
preservation plan, as a first step




11) Peer Review of Wastewater Standards

» Outcome: Peer review of water quality
standards

» Why? Ensures scientific and public comment

> What’s needed: Bill to memorialize current
MPCA practice into statute




12) Water Infrastructure (waste, storm and drinking
water)

> Outcome: Address aging and failing water
infrastructure

» Why? Our water infrastructure is old and is
failing

» What's needed? Funding and support for
facilities upgrades and management




13) State Water Policy: Plan for an Uncertain Future

» Outcome: Plan for an uncertain future

» Why? As a state we need to plan to mitigate
and harden infrastructure

» What ‘s needed? Direction to prepare a plan as
a first step




Recommendations: Progress and Next Steps

» Meetings with committee leaders
» Discussions with agency staff
» Draft bills

» Bill sponsors






