Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. My name is Ryan Kiskis. Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today and to those who have invested their time to be here.
· Many young professionals are profoundly affected by Alzheimer's and are now dedicated to changing the face of the disease

· I'll be honest - I wish I was not here today

· I would have rather been with my dad planning a fishing trip, or running to Home Depot, 

· I'd even prefer a lecture from him about what the banking industry used to be like 
· Instead, I am here because my dad Lenny was diagnosed with Alzheimer's Disease when he was 56

· I was in college at the time and eventually had to move back to Minneapolis to help care for my dad as the disease progressed 

· I wish I didn't have to see my mom's heart break during an 8 year battle with Alzheimer's as my dad changed from her partner to her dependent, losing his ability to walk, speak, and feed himself

· I wish I didn't have to watch my family struggle with the relentless unpredictability or financial burden of caring for someone with Alzheimer's

· I wish I didn't have to sit by knowing each day robbed us of a little more of my dad while we could place no hope in a treatment or cure for the disease

· Lastly, I wish I didn't lose my dad to Alzheimer's because my son William, will never learn to water ski or whistle from his grandpa

· These wishes are not coming true so I'm here to make a difference in this fight

· It is becoming clear that Alzheimer's is the health crisis of our time

· It is now the one of the most expensive disease in the US and as is the only cause of death among the top 10 without a way to prevent, cure or event slow its progression.

· But the thing that scares me the most is how much we still don't know about Alzheimer's and how much work likely still needs to be done to overcome the disease

· When my dad was diagnosed 8 years ago, I just assumed we would have an effective treatment or cure by now

· After all, we live in the United States and so much of the population is profoundly affected by Alzheimer's

· But here we are, and every day that goes by brings greater chance that my generation will still be fighting this painful battle in 20 years

· So as my generation continues to join this fight in greater numbers I would like to thank everyone for being here today

· We represent those people living with Alzheimer's who can no longer fight for themselves

· We represent all those people who can't be here because they are at home caring for a loved one with Alzheimer's

· We represent many people with early stage Alzheimer's not yet diagnosed and those affected that are not yet ready to face the social stigma attached to the disease

· I personally represent my dad Lenny, who passed away after an 8 year battle with the disease

· And I represent my son, who won’t have a grandfather, mentor, and friend 
· Another generation cannot be lost to Alzheimer’s

· Thank you
