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Injuries in Agriculture: The Big Picture

• Ag workers ~8 times more likely to die 
on the job than all other workers*

• 40% higher rate of non-fatal injuries*

• Animal agriculture workers have 
higher rates of injury than other ag 
workers 6.7 vs 5.5 injuries/100 
workers*

• Costs of agricultural injuries are 
enormous;

– $7.6 Billion in medical and lost 
productivity costs#

Source: *Bureau of Labor Statistics
#Derived from Leigh, et al. 2001



Silo and Grain Bin Deaths
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Bring Me (MN) the News

umash.umn.edu



Most Commonly Reported 
Injuries/Fatalities 

Minnesota, 2017 - 2019
2017 2018 2019

Equipment related (11) Equipment related (13) Grain bin/Silo (11)

ATV/Skid steer (7) Tractor (9) Car/Tractor (9)

Tractor (6) Car/Tractor Incident (6) Equipment related (8)

Car/Tractor incidents (6) ATV/Skid steer (5) Tractor (4)

Grain bin (1) Grain bin (4) ATV/Skid steer (2)
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Ag Injury News - https://www.aginjurynews.org/

https://www.aginjurynews.org/


Work Injury and Illness
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Evolving Challenges

• Farmers face multifaceted challenges 

• Need to be responsive to the evolving 
conditions of farming

– Changing climatic conditions

– Economics

– Diseases 
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Support Collaborative and 
Novel Approaches
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Other Collaborative Projects

• Stress and Mental 
Health

• Volunteer Fire 
Department Training

• Animal Handling 
Education

• Transmission of 
airborne viruses

• Immigrant worker 
training

umash.umn.edu



Create Responsive Team
for the Emerging Issues

• Educators

• Community leaders

• Extension

• Health care providers

• Veterinarians

• Nutritionists

• Industrial hygienist

• Others?
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Summary Thoughts
• Support broad initiatives (i.e. 

training, education, outreach) with 
the varied challenges impacting 
farmers

• Create multidisciplinary teams to:

– Understand farming/community

– Identify hazards 

– Provide appropriate 
prevention/control measures
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Questions?

www.umash.umn.edu


