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Impacts of Operation Metro Surge – What We’re 
Hearing

• Trauma from witnessing how the federal government conducted the surge

• Fear around security and safety – in leaving homes to go shopping, seek services, 
or going to work

• Concerns about data collection of personal information by the government

• People aren’t showing up at workforce training programs and are not accessing 
services

• Employers are struggling to staff their workforces

• Businesses are struggling to stay open with fewer workers AND customers
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Business Relief for Small Businesses Impacted 
by Metro Surge

• Governor Walz recommends $10 million in relief for small businesses 
negatively impacted by Operation Metro Surge.

• Specifically for businesses with annual revenues of $250,000 to $4,000,000.

• This program would provide partially forgivable loans ranging from $2,500 to 
$25,000.

• Loans may have up to three-year terms, with up to 50% of the loan being 
forgivable.
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Thank you!

Matt Varilek
matt.varilek@state.mn.us
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