Early Literacy & The Cycle of Missed Learning

Removing students from valuable learning time contributes to gaps in academic learning, including literacy.
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Micheal is in kindergarten. His teacher

tells him he needs to share the crayons

[ Y—— with other children, and he doesn’t want
from the to. He's is upset, runs out of the classroom,

Classroom and is suspended for “unsafe behavior.”

While he's out, Micheal misses several
literacy lessons that lay a foundation for
learning to read. When he returns to class,
he has trouble keeping up with classmates
and starts to fall behind in his work.

He feels ashamed that he can't keep up

and starts acting out—interrupting his

classmates and disrupting their learning.

Returns to He's removed from class again and again,

Classroom creating a cycle of missed learning and
Behind lost instructional time for Michael.
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If a child can't read well by the end of 3rd-grade, odds are they will never catch up.” And the effects of
falling behind and feeling like a failure can be devastating—ultimately, it costs students and the economy.?

e Reading by the end of 3rd-grade matters. By the end of 3rd-grade, 74% of struggling readers won't catch
up. In fact, one of the most important predictors of graduating from high school is reading proficiently by then.?

® Exclusionary discipline practices have a multitude of negative consequences. They result in lower academic
performance, higher dropout rates, failure to graduate on time, decreased academic engagement, and more.*

e Suspensions don't work—for schools, teachers, or students. Discipline practices that remove students from

instruction—such as suspensions and expulsions—do not help improve either student behavior or school
climate.®
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