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Today’s goals:

Provide an overview of Parent Aware:

QRIS and Parent Aware

Which programs are eligible to participate in Parent Aware

How programs earn stars

How child care programs are supported to improve

Recent changes

* How Parent Aware helps families

The growth and reach of Parent Aware



QRIS and Parent Aware

QRIS is a systemic approach to:

Quality in child care and early education programs

(grisguide.acf.hhs.gov)
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Current Status of QRIS in States January 2017
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National Learning Network
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INITIATLIVE
Strong Foudations For
Ow Youngest Children

. Statewide . Counties/ Localities/ Regions . Pilot Planning . No QRIS

www.qrisnetwork.org
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Parent Aware (124D.142)

Parent Aware is Minnesota’s QRIS

* Provides a set of Standards and Indicators, known as “kindergarten
readiness best practices”

 Are based on research and public input
 Recognizes and rewards programs that use best practices

e Critical part of Minnesota’s early care and education infrastructure
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Parent Aware linkages

Linked to:
* Early Learning Scholarships (124D.165)

 To accept scholarships, programs must have a Star Rating

e Child Care Assistance Program (119B.13)

* 15% higher rate paid to programs with a Three-Star Rating

* 20% higher rate paid to programs with a Four-Star Rating
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Parent Aware history

Phases of development

B 2012 2014 | 2015 | | (20160 |

Parent Aware ratings
available statewide

Pilot ended
Public input process
Minnesota wins

RTT-ELC grant e
Validation Study released

2016 Parent Aware Standards
and Indicators released
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Why quality care and education is important

Supports two important goals:

Support for families School readiness for children




Who is eligible for Parent Aware?

Program types eligible:

Licensed child care centers

 Licensed family child care providers
Public school pre-kindergarten programs
e Head Start programs

e Combinations of above, through partnerships

Serve children 0 -5

Voluntary



Flexible Framework:

Standards and Indicators describe best
practices

Programs have flexibility in how they
demonstrate quality

Programs show how they meet the
Standards in the House Framework

How do programs earn stars?

WISI{euo|Ssajoid

Individualized Teaching and Learning
for Every Child

‘Teaching and Assessment and

Relationships R(-.:Iz:ll'ions!}ips pr Planning for Each
with Children B milies Individual Child

Health and Well-being

WISI{BUOISSJ0.d
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Rating options for programs

Four rating pathways
1. Full: non-accredited, licensed child care programs

2. Accelerated: accredited, licensed child care programs and school-based pre-k
meeting School Readiness standards

3. Automatic: Voluntary Pre-K and Head Start

4. Expedited: Rated child care centers with experienced directors that are
expanding and opening new programs
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Coaching and training

The child care providers | work with are awesome and
| get to help them illuminate that, really show them all
the wondertul things they’re doing!”

Training and coaching are
1 available to help providers use
Al best practices.

- Karen Bradley, Parent Aware Quality Coach
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Quality improvement options for programs

Building Quality:
Option of 6 or 12 months
$1,000 after completion

Proceed to Full-Rating
process

.

Full-Rating:
6 months

6 — 15 hours of coaching
support

Submit documentation

S$2500/53500 after 1-3 Star
Rating
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How Parent Aware helps parents

Lists all licensed programs
with Star Rating

How would you like to search? § by name DEVE|Op€d Wlth partnerS

;;_E.:.Wherewauld:.rnu like to search? | _ . Over 86,000 V|S|t0rs |n 2018

INEsota programs cnly.

Consumer-friendly website

3 What type of program are you searching for? Selectalthatapoy

Learn more about types of child care and early learning programs

Of parents who had used the
ParentAwareRatings.org
website, 95 percent found it
Preschonis B helpful and 84 percent found
" it s it easy to use. (Parent
perceptions survey, 2015.)
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Recent changes to Parent Aware

Continuous quality improvement is foundational to Parent Aware.
We tested Parent Aware Star Ratings to help children do better.

 Parent Aware Validation Study

Other steps:
 Reviewed new research
* Asked for feedback from:
- Early learning experts
- Program leaders
- Community leaders and advocates
- Families
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Recent changes to Parent Aware

What we learned:

Validation study:

Children made gains on critical school readiness skills
Children in 3 and 4 Star Rated programs made greater gains
Children in low-income families made greater gains

But we could still do better.
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Recent changes to Parent Aware

Parent Aware was “remodeled”.

 Updated Standards and Indicators
 Released October 2016
* Provided increased flexibility
 More rating pathways
* Flexible coaching options
* Documentation options
 Simplified training choices
* More robust financial supports
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Parent Aware rated programs

Number of Parent Aware rated programs, growth by year:

1,633 1646
1,565
1181
1,072
251
71
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

—Center-based Family child care 18



Parent Aware rated programs

Percent Parent Aware rated programs, by program type:

Family child care

m Head Start/Early Head Start 41%

® Public school prekindergarten

m Child care centers
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Children served by Parent Aware rated programs

Children ages 0 — 5 in Parent Aware Rated programs, by
program type:

Family child care 9%

Head Start/Early Head Start - 12%

Public school prekindergarten _ 34%
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Parent Aware rated programs

Percent of Parent Aware rated programs, by rating level:

Four-star | 619

Three-Star |G 14%

Two-Star 15%
One-Star 11%
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Children served by Parent Aware rated programs

Children ages 0 — 5 in Parent Aware rated programes,
by rating level:

B Four-Star
®m Three-Star
® Two-Star

One-Star
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Children served in Parent Aware Rated programs

Children receiving CCAP ages 0 - 5:

 AsoflJuly 2018, 10,360 attend a
Rated program (54%)

e Upfrom34%in 2014
 Goal: 65% of CCAP children ages

O -5 in Parent Aware rated
programs by 2021

2016 2017 2018
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Number of Rated, licensed child care programs by county

49 counties have 25%
Rated or higher

18 counties have 10%
Rated or lower

2 counties have no rated,
licensed child care
programs
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m DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES

Thank You!

Deb Swenson-Klatt Deb.Swenson-Klatt@state.mn.us

Nara Topp Nara.Topp@state.mn.us
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