


CANTERBURY PARK 

Chair Nash and Chair Klevom 

G 23 Minnesota State Capitol 

Saint Paul, MN 55155 

Re: HF4912, Witte: Electronic pull-tab revenue dedicated for support ofthe Minnesota-bred thoroughbred industiy, 

and money appropriated. 

Dear Chair Nash, Chair Klevom, and members of the State Government Finance and Policy Committee, 

Thank you for taking the time to hear HF4912, a bill that provides critical, targeted financial support to Minnesota's 
thoroughbred racing industry at a time when the industry is facing significant financial strain. Canterbury Palk is 
proud to serve as one of Minnesota's two licensed racetracks and the only racetrack in Minnesota with thoroughbred 
racing. Racing at Canterbury Park supports jobs across the state from trainers, breeders, and jockeys to veterinarians, 
feed suppliers, and hospitality workers. 

HF4912 would provide a substantial and meaningful investment in the thoroughbred industry by allocating 
$2,000,0000 of the revenue deposited in the general fund from electronic pull-tabs to the Minnesota Racing 
Commission to supplement purses for races held exclusively for Minnesota-bred thoroughbreds and to provide 
grants, loans, and financial incentives to breeders and owners, in order to promote, encourage, and support 1he 
Minnesota-bred thoroughbred industry and encourage breeding and racing of thoroughbreds. The future of 
thoroughbred racing at Canterbury Park depends on a stable financial foundation, and purse support is central to 
that stability. 

We focus on purse levels because: 

• Higher purse levels attract more and better horses.
• Higher purse levels attract more interest from customers, both from inside and outside Minnesota.
• Higher purse levels result in more investment inf eed, training, veterinary care, and hundreds of millions of 

dollars in economic activity and the jobs associated with the horse industry.

Other states have stepped up to protect their horse industries using new gaming revenue. In past years, the Minnesota 
Legislature has reviewed the market forces affecting horse racing and taken steps to support purses, including 
legalizing card rooms, and authorizing advanced-deposit wagering. In states where sports betting has been legalized, 
racetracks have gained access to new revenue streams to stabilize purse levels, strengthen racing operations, and 
support the industry long-term. HF4912 helps address immediate needs, but sports betting remains the most 
impactful long-term policy solution for ensuring that live racing can continue in Minnesota. 

The racing industry has been under increasing pressure in recent years, and without action, the long-term 
sustainability of thoroughbred racing in Minnesota is at risk. HF4912 provides a meaningful, reliable soun;e of 
support that will help stabilize the industry and preserve the jobs, economic activity, and community benefits 1hat 
thoroughbred racing brings to our Minnesota. 

Sincerely, 

CANTERBURY PARK HOLDING CORPORATION 

1 1 00 CANTERBURY ROAD SHAKOPEE, MINNESOTA 55379 

TELEPHONE 952-445-7223 FAX 952-496-6400 WWW.CANTERBURYPARK.COM 






