
 

Minnesota Education Protection Bill 

HF 3409 and SF 3803: 

Expanding Plyler v. Doe Protections 
 

February 23, 2026 

Purpose 

This bill ensures that every child living in Minnesota has equal access to a public K-12 education free from 

discrimination, intimidation, or exclusion based on actual or perceived immigration or citizenship status. 

It reinforces the principle that schools are places of learning, safety, and opportunity for all children. 

Going beyond Plyler v. Doe  

The Education Protection Bill goes beyond the landmark Supreme Court Plyler v. Doe decision protecting the 

right for all students to access a free and public education regardless of citizenship or immigration status.  

 

Specifically, the Education Protection Bill expands safety and protections in the following ways:  

●​ Protects against threats of disclosure of immigration status of children or families based on perceived 

or actual immigration status 

●​ Prohibits disclosure of immigration status of children or families based on perceived or actual 

immigration status 

●​ Ensures schools and districts have policies and procedures in place so staff and families are prepared to 

respond to requests from law enforcement and immigration enforcement 

These new areas of protection are outlined in Subd. 3(d) and Subd. 4 of the bill.  

In expanding these protections, the Education Protection Bill aims to reduce the impact of immigration 

enforcement on students’ access to education, strengthening Minnesota’s commitment to equal education, 

student safety, and clear school policies.  

 

 

 
 



Tell MN Lawmakers: Keep Schools Safe For Every Student 

We urge state lawmakers to enact state-level protections that guarantee every child in 
Minnesota, regardless of immigration status, access to a free public K–12 education 
and ensure schools remain safe, welcoming places of learning. 

Minnesota has both the authority and responsibility to act. Fear is already keeping 
children out of school, disrupting learning, lowering attendance, and undermining trust 
in our classrooms. It’s impacting not only immigrant students, but U.S. citizen children 
in mixed-status families and entire school communities.​
 

We call on Minnesota lawmakers to pass legislation that: 

​ Guarantees access to free public K–12 education regardless of immigration 
status​
 

​ Affirms schools as safe, welcoming spaces, free from intimidation, harassment, 
or fear​
 

​ Prohibits immigration enforcement activity on school grounds​
 

​ Protects student and family information from being collected, shared, or used for 
immigration enforcement​
 

​ Ensures educators and school staff are not placed in the role of immigration 
enforcement​
 

​ Provides clear guidance and accountability when violations occur 

Denying children an education based on immigration status harms students, schools, 
and society as a whole. Minnesota should codify these protections into state law to 
provide clarity, stability, and safety for students, families, and educators—regardless of 
shifting federal interpretations. 

Minnesota’s future depends on schools that are places of learning, inclusion, and 
opportunity, not fear. We urge Minnesota lawmakers to act now. 

​
Signed,  
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Spencer Wakefield Education supporter 
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Jill Christopherson Current preK-12 teacher 
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Lars Lindqvist Current preK-12 teacher 

Lorrie Spading Current preK-12 teacher 

Lynette Tejera Current preK-12 teacher 

Mackenzie Lewis Current preK-12 teacher 

Marcy Berenato Current preK-12 teacher 

Maren Swann Current preK-12 teacher 
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Molly Aung Current preK-12 teacher 
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Paul Menard Current preK-12 teacher 
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Sonya Boyd Current preK-12 teacher 
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Mina Johnson Education supporter 
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February 25, 2026 

Dear Members of the House Education Policy Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to write in support of HF 3401, legislation that would meaningfully restrict when firearms 
may be brought onto school property. Ensuring safe and supportive learning environments is a top priority for our 
members, and clear, enforceable boundaries regarding firearms on school grounds are essential components of that work. 

Our school leaders are responsible for safeguarding hundreds of thousands of students and staff each day. They develop 
and implement comprehensive safety plans, invest in prevention and intervention strategies, and work closely with law 
enforcement and community partners. However, the presence of firearms on or near school property, particularly when not 
securely stored, undermines these efforts and increases risk. 

The data is sobering. Research from Be SMART shows that 75 percent of active shooters are current students or recent 
graduates. Further, up to 80 percent of shooters under the age of 18 obtained the firearm from their own home, a relative’s 
home, or a friend. These findings underscore a critical reality: youth access to unsecured firearms is a significant factor in 
school-based gun violence. 

The research also highlights the growing problem of firearms stolen from vehicles. At least one unsecured gun is stolen 
from a car every nine minutes in the United States, and that rate tripled between 2013 and 2023. In 2022, 51 percent of 
gun thefts involved firearms stolen from vehicles, and thefts from cars are now the largest source of stolen guns. When 
firearms are brought onto school property and left unsecured in vehicles, the risk is compounded by creating opportunities 
for theft and increasing the likelihood that those weapons could later be used in acts of violence. 

Legislation that clearly restricts when and how firearms may be present on school property, and that reinforces secure 
storage requirements, is a reasonable and targeted step to reduce preventable risk. Such policies support school leaders in 
maintaining safe campuses, provide clarity for families and staff, and align with the overarching goal we all share: 
keeping students, staff and the public safe. 

The statute currently provides that a school principal can authorize the possession of a firearm in a school. We believe the 
time has come to remove this provision from statute.   

The provisions providing the placement of the unloaded firearm, in a locked safe, stored in a locked trunk are positive 
regulations that we believe should be incorporated into Minnesota law.  

We appreciate the committee’s attention to school safety and stand ready to work with you to  strengthen protections for 
Minnesota students and educators. 

Sincerely, 

Association of Metropolitan School Districts​
MN Association of School Administrators​
MN Elementary School Principals’ Association​
MN Association of Secondary School Principals 

 



Open Letter Supporting Minnesota’s Education Protection Bill to 
Protect All Students, Regardless of Immigration Status  

 HF3409 / SF3803 

To Minnesota State Policymakers, Education Leaders, and Community Members: 

As federal civil rights protections face renewed legal and political threats, Minnesota has both 
the authority and responsibility to act. We urge lawmakers to enact state-level protections that 
explicitly guarantee every child—regardless of immigration status—access to a free public K–12 
education and ensure schools remain safe, welcoming places of learning. 

Specifically, we call on Minnesota lawmakers to enact legislation that: 

●​ Guarantees access to free public K–12 education regardless of immigration status;​
 

●​ Protects students and families from threats, including threats related to immigration 
enforcement or law enforcement activity on school grounds;​
 

●​ Prohibits intimidation, coercion, or harassment of students or families based on actual 
or perceived immigration or citizenship status, affirming that schools are spaces of 
learning not surveillance or fear;​
 

●​ Protects student and family information from collection, use, or disclosure for 
immigration enforcement purposes, including prohibiting schools from requesting, 
collecting, or sharing information about actual or perceived immigration or citizenship 
status unless strictly required by law;​
 

●​ Affirms that schools are safe, welcoming spaces, where educators can focus on 
teaching and students can attend without fear that their presence will place themselves or 
their loved ones at risk;​
 

●​ Provides clear guidance and accountability so school staff are not placed in the role of 
immigration enforcement and families have meaningful remedies when violations occur. 

Districts across Minnesota are experiencing serious disruptions to learning as a result of 
increased ICE activity. Schools have reported sharp spikes in absenteeism, rapid shifts to online 
learning, and heightened fear among students and families. In some districts, as many as 20 to 40 
percent of students have been absent in recent weeks, with particularly severe impacts on 
multilingual learners and immigrant communities. These disruptions are not limited to 



immigrant students; U.S. citizen children are also missing school, losing access to in-person 
learning, and experiencing instability as entire classrooms and school communities are 
affected. Together, these impacts are undermining student learning, destabilizing school 
operations, and threatening district funding. 

Minnesota’s public education system serves roughly 870,000 K–12 students, including large and 
growing populations of English learners and children from immigrant families. Nearly one in 
five Minnesota children has at least one foreign-born parent, and many districts, including 
Minneapolis and Saint Paul, report that over 1 of 5 students are English learners. These 
students contribute to the vitality and future of Minnesota’s communities. Keeping them in 
school is both a moral obligation and an economic necessity. 

Excluding children from education carries severe economic consequences. Declining 
enrollment jeopardizes school funding, staffing, and programs. Nationally, excluding immigrant 
students would shrink the U.S. economy by more than $1 trillion in lifetime earnings, 
reduce the workforce by over 750,000 workers, and increase health costs by $24.2 billion. 
In Minnesota, immigrants make up approximately 11 percent of the workforce, a share that 
continues to grow, underscoring how essential immigrant families are to the state’s economic 
vitality. 

With population growth slowing among younger age groups, Minnesota’s future depends on 
educating all students. Fear-driven absenteeism erodes trust in schools and deepens inequities, 
particularly for English learners and students from immigrant-origin families. Education is a 
proven public health investment, linked to better health outcomes, lower incarceration 
rates, and higher lifetime earnings. 

Minnesota prides itself on fairness, opportunity, and investing in the common good. Codifying 
protections for all students would reaffirm these values and ensure schools remain places of 
learning, inclusion, and community, not fear. 

Ensuring every child has access to education is essential to Minnesota’s future. 

Signed, 

Push Forward Minnesota Coalition & Partners: 
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