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“English language learners are in fact emergent   
bilinguals. That is, through school and through    

acquiring English, these children become bilingual, 
able to continue to function in their home language 

as well as in English, their new language and that of 
schools.” 

Garcia, O., Kleifgen, J., & Falchi, L. (2008). From English Lan-
guage Learners to Emergent Bilinguals. Equity Matters: Re-

search Review No. 1. Teachers College, Columbia University.  
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English Language Programs 
English learners bring a wealth of knowledge to 
our schools. SPPS strives to honor and learn 
from the linguistic and cultural capital that 
students and their families bring to the school 
community.  
 

The Saint Paul Public Schools EL program 
promotes an inclusion model in which learners 
acquire English through participation in age-
appropriate, academic content that is driven by 
state standards. The teaching of English through 
academic content requires language instruction 
that is aligned with and integrated into grade-level 
curriculum.  

 
Saint Paul Public School EL Facts: 
 
SPPS has the highest number of English 

Learners (ELs) in the state of MN 
 
11,400 students; 31% of the overall SPPS 

student population are ELs 
 
A total of 129 languages are identified among 

SPPS students 
 
Top 4 languages in SPPS are Hmong, 

Spanish, Karen and Somali 

Language Academy 
SPPS offers the Language Academy (LA) 
program for students who are new to the country. 
LAs provide intensive language and content 
instruction to students in beginning English 
proficiency stages. LAs are located in 10 
elementary school sites and 7 secondary school 
sites. 
 
Language & Culture Programs 
The Office of Multilingual Learning provides 
support in language and culture through Hmong &  
Somali Enrichment Programs and classes. 
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