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March 19. 2025 
 

My name is Kelly Friesen, and I am the mother of a 26-year-old, Michael, who lives with 
Autism.  �I�
�}�ô�Ù���Í�î�Ù�e���ô�Ù�U�X���}���+�ô���ô�Ùof serving on the Waiver Reimagine Advisory Committee or 
WRAC since its formation in 2022.  When Michael was diagnosed, he had limited speech & 
level 3 Autism behaviors.  With the help of the DD Waiver, we have been able to provide 
him with services and therapies, and I am thrilled to say he is now working full-time with 
support & he is no longer using SSI.  I am extremely grateful for the MN wavier system!    
 
If Michael experiences another Mental Health crisis, he may temporarily need corporate or 
congregate support.  I am concerned about the complexity of transitioning between 
waivers that are based on location and not upon needs.  I have heard there is a 10 month 
back log with MN Choice 2.0.  How long will  it take for Michael to get help?  When he 
stabilizes, will he be forced to stay in a corporate setting, at higher cost because of the MN 
Choice backlog?  I have asked these questions of DHS in WRAC meetings, and I still do not 
know the answers, yet Wavier Reimagine continues to move forward.  There are over 100 
�
�•�:�X�'�Ù�Í�X�:�j�2�î�\���Ù�•���e���Ù�a�b�Ù�����:���è�ô�Ù�Q�ß�O�Ù�æ�ô�è�Í�j�\�ô�Ù�:���Ù�Í�+�+�Ù�:���Ù���e�
�\�Ù���+�Í�•�\�à�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�…�ô�e�Ù�e���ô�Ù�e�:�:�+�Ù�è�:�2�e���2�j�ô�\�Ù
to be used.  This is a concern we have raised in WRAC and we are told it is unrelated and 
�
�:�j�e�Ù�:���Ù�\�è�:�U�ô���Ù���:�X�Ù�î���\�è�j�\�\���:�2�ß�Ù 
 
What about individuals who need 24-hour care and are saving taxpayers money by living in 
their community homes?  What happens when their budget is cut so low, that their 
services are no longer sustainable?  We are told there will be budget exceptions. WRAC 
members have asked, why are we relying on exceptions?  One person may have up to 4 
different budgets, all based upon the location in which they live!  
 
�®�‡�����Ù�1�ô�1�æ�ô�X�\�Ù�•�ô�X�ô�Ù�e�:�+�î�Ù�e���Í�e�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�Ù�•�Í�\�Ù�:�2�Ù�
�U�Í�j�\�ô���Ù�Í�e�Ù�e���ô�Ù�ô�2�î�Ù�:���Ù�Q�O�Q�S�à�Ù
therefore the December, 2024 WRAC meeting was cancelled.  Then in February 2025, 
CDCS unbundling was released from DHS, despite not having met as a committee to 
discuss it.  I personally have asked DHS to explain what the future of CDCS would look like 
in our past meetings and I was promised it would be on the agenda.  It was put on the 
agenda and then taken off in 2023, without any explanation of why it was removed, yet 
Waiver Reimagine and CDCS unbundling has moved forward.  
 
The HSRI reports from 2018 concluded that living in the community costs less than it does 
in a corporate or congregate care setting.  Somehow the data was interpreted to mean that 
people living in the community should get less money, instead of, we should be doing 
everything we can to keep people in the Community to save money!  Critical feedback may 
be heard on WRAC, but it is not implemented.  My fear is that WRAC is a formality to 
suggest there was stakeholder involvement. The only thing I can say that has been 
implemented by DHS from WRAC, is the naming of the 2 different Waivers.  We have asked 
DHS to show us what has been implemented into Waiver Reimagine from WRAC feedback 
and there is silence.   
 
We owe it to the over 70,000 Minnesotans who rely on waivered services to get it right the 
first time.  When I testified at the Human Services Committee meeting on March 18th, 2024, 
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we were all told that DHS would collaborate with WRAC to come up with meaningful 
solutions to the issues we had all brought forward.  I am here to tell you, there has been no 
collaboration , and WRAC input has not been put into shaping Waiver Reimagine.   
 
I am asking that we fix the foundation flaw of making the Waiver budgets based upon 
location, and instead, we should base the budget upon �Í�Ù�U�ô�X�\�:�2�
�\�Ù�Í�\�\�ô�\�\�ô�î needs.  
Please consider passing SF 2215 and HF 2038 so we can �
course correct�� Waiver 
Reimagine before it is too late.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kelly J. Friesen RN, PHN 
 
 
 
 
 



�0�D�U�F�K������������������ 

Subject: Opposition to Waiver Reimagine, Support HF 2038 & SF 2215 
 
Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members, 
 
I am in my 3rd year as a member of the Waiver Reimagine Advisory Committee (WRAC).  I represent parents 
of adult children with complex care needs. My daughter, 27, has used waivered services for 20 years.  She 
lives at home with me and my husband and uses the Consumer Directed Community Supports (CSCS) 
option within the waiver system. 
 
I am not in favor of Waiver Reimagine continuing without proper oversight.   
 
The Department of Human Services (DHS) lack of accountability and continued lack of collaboration with 
WRAC was highlighted in front of the Senate HHS committee last March 2024.  An additional year has 
passed and nothing has changed. 
 
DHS will be updating the House regarding Waiver Reimagine.   
 
Our committee has not been included in any way on shaping what you are going to hear this week.  We do 
not participate in setting agendas, identifying a roadmap with deadlines/milestones and we have never seen 
the legislative working document.  
 
DHS continues to move forward with waivers being funded based on where you live vs. a persons actual 
established need.  If Waiver Reimagine were to be implemented today, my daughter would see a 68% 
decrease in her annual budget because it is NOT based on her needs. 
 
At our February 2025 meeting, Peter Butler, DHS Budget Director gave a summary on Changes in Costs 
Over Time.   

 
Slide 14 states: 

�§�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��(group homes) costs 3-4 times more than non-residential services 
(living with family or on your own). 

 
WRAC is set to force waiver users to use more costly and restrictive options (group homes) because they 
cannot sustain a 68% budget cut.  The result is an enormous taxpayer expense when better, more 
affordable options are already being used today.  As a WRAC member, I find it irresponsible and 
inappropriate to move forward with these changes.  Waiver Reimagine will unfold with violations to the 
Minnesota Olmstead Plan and the ADA. 
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate 
File 2215. These bills will establish a Waiver Reimagine Task Force and ensure that budgets are based on 
�D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�ª�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���F�K�R�L�F�H�����L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��
is essential to upholding disability rights. 
 
Thank you for your time and your commitment to the disability community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Evert 
WRAC member 
902 Orchard Heights Court, Faribault, MN 55021, 507-330-3315, Lisaevert68@gmail.com 
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Chair Schomacker, Chair Noor, and 
Members of the Human Services Committee 
 
In the past few years, our family has had many conversations about the future for David, our 38-year-old family member with multiple 
disabilities.  He is one of three adult children, but he has always needed significantly more support and family resources than his 
siblings. As parents, we want to ensure that David has the supports he needs and his siblings can be guardians for their brother without 
totally disrupting their own lives and families.  With current waiver reimagine plans�����W�K�D�W���Z�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q because, instead of receiving 
more support dollars when I �F�D�Q�¶�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V care, projected waiver budget guidelines indicate he will receive 
significantly less because he lives at home. �'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���G�D�G���K�D�V���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O���F�D�Q�F�H�U; a�V���Z�H���U�H�G�L�G���R�X�U���Z�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V�K�L�S��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V�����'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���V�L�V�W�H�U, a nurse, is so scared of a �I�X�W�X�U�H���D�V���'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q����made the heartbreaking request to be removed from 
any �O�H�J�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���'�D�Y�L�G�����'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H�V���R�X�W���R�I���V�W�D�W�H�����L�V���W�H�U�U�L�I�L�H�G���R�I���G�R�L�Q�J��everything alone when I can no longer 
continue because of aging, illness, or death. 
 
�,�Q���'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���H�D�U�O�\�������¶�V�����Z�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���D���G�X�S�O�H�[���V�R���K�H���F�R�X�O�G��have his own home while we lived upstairs and could be actively involved in his 
transition, provide unpaid caregiving, and ensure that he had the necessary services to transition to independent living with supports.  
Our son has a CAC waiver (hospital level of care) and uses Consumer Directed Community Supports with a budget that is, at 
maximum, ¼ of the cost of the 24-hour care he would require in a traditional residential facility.  To provide his care and life 
coordination, I quit my job over a decade ago; �,�¶�Y�H��been unable to leave David and cancelled multiple trips to Oregon to visit 
grandchildren; I could not/cannot provide any in-person supports to my own aging parents, and my health is compromised from years 
of caregiving. We had always believed if we provided everything we could while we were healthy and able, we could rely on formal 
�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���L�Q���P�\���V�R�Q�¶�V���G�X�S�O�H�[���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���D�E�O�H�������%�X�W���Q�R�Z, since the current proposed waiver reimagine budgets are 
based on where one lives, what provider would serve David at home when they could get 2 or 3 or 4 more times the funding in a facility 
they owned? �7�D�N�H���D���O�R�R�N���D�W���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���N�H�\�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���³�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�´�² that was the first thing we put on the walls of his 
house; our dream of David having his own home with the supports that he needs in place. 
 
Our generation is the first to experiment with more person-centered living situations for individuals with disabilities.  Our situations are 
hard-fought struggles with a service system not designed to support individuals, no matter how much we say we value person-
centeredness.  Each person/family has figured out how to cobble together the supports needed through personal sacrifice, individual 
research, and a focus on the strengths and human dignity of the disabled adult. The fact that the waiver system is changing to focus 
budgets based on where a person lives, and those in their own or family-owned homes receive fewer support dollars, means that no 
matter how much we sacrificed to create an independent living situation in the community and how many decades we provide unpaid 
supports, David will lose his home. And we are the privileged:  white, middle class, highly educated, English-speaking, American born 
with private insurance that pays most of the medical expenses. If �Z�H���I�D�L�O�����R�W�K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���F�D�Q�¶�W���R�U���Z�R�Q�¶�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�U�\�����W�K�H�\�¶�O�O���I�R�F�X�V���W�K�H�L�U���H�I�Iorts 
on supporting transitions to more expensive, provider-owned residences instead.  
 
Our ask is this:  when it comes before your committee, please support HF 2038, the bill to halt the current DHS proposal to establish a 
waiver reimagine legislative task force. D�R�Q�¶�W��allow DHS to call David and his peers �³�R�X�W�O�L�H�U�V�´���Z�K�R�V�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�L�J�X�U�H�G���R�X�W���O�D�W�H�U��or 
in �D���V�H�F�U�H�W���³�H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V�³���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����'�R�Q�¶�W���O�H�W���R�X�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���P�H�D�Q���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�������8�V�H���R�X�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P��
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���\�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���R�X�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�¶���V�D�I�H�W�\���Q�H�W�V�������0�R�V�W���R�I���X�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���D���F�D�V�H���V�W�X�G�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�Lmagine 
Work Group, working with DHS to cross-walk the services we receive now to create what needs to exist under Waiver Reimagine.  We 
would welcome visits to the residences we have created and discussions about how we did it and what we need in order to continue.  
We are here; our adult children are getting the supports they need in the best individualized settings; and we are saving the system 
hundreds of thousands of dollars each person, each year.  
 
Sincerely, Jean Bender 1150 Fairmount Avenue, St. Paul jean.bender@comcast.net  



Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members, 
 
I strongly oppose Waiver Reimagine Plans and Gov Walz intention to cut waiver funding.  
 
These plans eliminate critical waiver options, restrict provider choice, and forces individuals with disabilities into more costly congregate 
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�'�$���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���3�O�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���Srioritize community-
based services and individual choice. These policies are a step backward for disability rights and must be reconsidered. 
 
Having access to this waiver has shaped my son's life for the better. In 2023 I was able to leave my ex-husband after 12 years of 
abuse. After years of being denied access by his father because he knew I would leave, I was able to call and had support for my son 
within weeks. With this waiver I know that as he grows and his needs change, he will thrive and that is my entire life's goal. This waiver 
is his safety and security in so many ways. 
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�V�X�U�H���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�Lving situation. 
Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. 
 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your time and your commitment to the disability 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rebecca Terrill  
117 116th Ave NE Blaine, Mn 55434 
763-340-4236 
rebeccaterrill92@outlook.com  
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Dear Chairman Schoemaker and Committee Members 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Waiver Reimagine. The DHS has spent millions of dollars (ask how many) on contracts to 
an out of state company, HSRI, to create WR. It is a recycled version it has sold to several other states, claiming to be less complicated 
���L�W���L�V�Q�¶�W�������F�K�H�D�S�H�U�����L�W���L�V�Q�¶�W�������P�R�U�H���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H�����Q�R�W�������D�Q�G���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�W�������D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�������D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���E�H�W�W�H�U���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V�����L�W���Z�R�Q�¶�W���� 
Throughout this process the Waiver Reimagine Advisory Council has brought up the problems in this system but their input is ignored. I 
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���'�+�6���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���S�R�X�U���L�Q�W�R���D���I�O�D�Z�H�G���P�R�G�H�O���K�D�V���F�D�X�V�H�G���H�P�E�D�U�U�D�V�V�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���D���³�W�R�R���E�L�J���W�R���I�D�L�O�´���P�H�Q�W�D�O�Lty in 
agency leadership, bringing a loss of objectivity in their judgement.  
  
Of many flaws, the largest in WR is the assumption that the support an individual needs can be determined by the ownership of the 
shelter they live in. Under WR if their  shelter is owned/controlled by a service provider then they are automatically budgeted for more 
support and if their shelter is building they inhabit is owned/controlled by that individual or a family member,  then they are 
automatically budgeted for less support. This is arbitrary and unrelated to the individuals diagnosis and medical need  for support 
services. The provision of support services must be based on medical needs of the individual.  
 
The pressure that emerges under this system is that providers will refuse to staff an individual unless they reside in one of the providers 
group homes. And if the individual remains in their own home, they will be unable to get enough staff hours to meet their needs, so they 
will be forced into an institutional setting, which of course is more expensive and a greater burden on taxpayers.  
 
The solution to this mess is to base the amount of support budgeted to an individual on that individuals medical need. Please look to 
the plan outlined in HF2038 and reform WR. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alice Hulbert 
952-215-4434 
bjb84@icloud.com 
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About Jenna 
Born 1982, and now 41 years old.  She was born 6 weeks early and injured by the medical team at birth.   She 
had a brain bleed that caused uncontrolled seizures, cerebral palsy, and dystonia.  Jenna uses a power chair and 
has limited mobility, low vision and high anxiety and depression issues. She is challenged with DD but is 
functioning cognitively and can communicate. 
Jenna waited 11 years for a DD waiver to meet her needs.   When she was 23, there was no group home that 
worked for her, so we applied and got a 245D license.  We planned to convert our family home for Jenna to live 
with 3 friends and we would move to a townhome.  This fell through when the county pulled our license due to 
us being family.    
We then purchased a home with two separate living units and installed an elevator at our expense to 
accommodate Jenna.   We extensively remodeled the kitchen and bathroom and installed an overhead lift, plus 
put in a walkway from upper level down to her front door.  We got no waiver funding for most of the 
modifications.   This was done in 2005, so she has had her own apartment adapted for her unique needs for 20 
years.   At this time, her elderly grandmother shares the 3-bedroom apartment with her. 
Jenna needs 24/7 services and support to have her life and own apartment.  Her life includes a job at Home 
Depot 8 hours a week, a lift van that she purchased with our help, church, Special Olympics, day program, a 
service dog, and many friends.  She is living her best life in spite of so many challenges.   Our plan for her 
future is to have three of her friends move into the double home and share supports and overnight staffing.   
Currently two of her friends are in group homes settings and are extremely unhappy and very limited in their 
life.    JENNA NEVER WANTS TO LIVE IN A CORPORATE GROUP HOME! 
Waiver �µUnimaginable�¶ as proposed will destroy all our plans and the lives of Jenna and her friends.  Funding 
should NOT depend on where you live, but what services you need! 
 
Greg and Cindy & Jenna Johnson 
2351 Whitefield Drive, Woodbury 
612-382-3939 
 
March 18, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
I am writing in support of HF2038 & SF 2215, the bill modifying requirements of Waiver Reimagine. The original plan would eliminate 
critical waiver options, restrict provider choice, and force individuals with disabilities into more costly congregate institutional settings. 
�7�K�L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�'�$���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���3�O�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\-based services and 
individual choice. This would be a step backward for disability rights. 
 
I am a mom of a medical complex daughter. She had a stroke in utero. She has Hydrocephalus, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, 
developmental and cognitive delays. She has many vision challenges, celiac disease. She functions at a 6 year old level. She is 18. 
She is �Y�H�U�\���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���F�D�Q�¶�W���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���K�H�U�V�H�O�I�����6�K�H���K�D�V���K�L�J�K���D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�����:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���Z�D�L�Y�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���K�H�U��  
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Ying situation. 
Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. 
 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your time and your commitment to the disability 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Laura Schippel  
7313 Deer Pass Drive 
Centerville, MN 55038 
651-271-9295 
Lmschippel@hotmail.com 
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Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members, 
 
I strongly oppose the Waiver Reimagine Plans and Governor Walz's proposal to cut waiver funding. 
 
These plans eliminate essential waiver options, restrict provider choices, and compel individuals with disabilities into more costly 
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�'�$���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���3�O�D�Q�����E�R�W�K���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K��emphasize 
community-based services and individual autonomy. Implementing these policies represents a significant setback for disability rights 
and should be reconsidered. 
 
I am a mother of four, three of whom have disabilities. My 23-year-old son has autism, language delays, a below-average IQ, and a 
severe mental health diagnosis characterized by paranoia and delusional thinking. Due to misinformation from a county human 
services representative, he did not access grants or waivers until he was already a teenager.  
 
Early intervention and supports are proven to significantly improve outcomes for children with developmental disabilities and mental 
health conditions, including improved social skills, reduced severity of symptoms, and increased community integration. Studies 
indicate that without early supports, individuals with disabilities in Minnesota experience higher rates of institutionalization, isolation, 
and reduced quality of life. 
 
I believe that the delayed intervention contributed to my son spending a month in the hospital, followed by residential treatment. The 
severity of his mental health condition prevented him from returning home, and he now lives in a high-needs group home after frequent 
relocations and episodes of suicidal ideation.  
 
He was once compassionate and community-oriented, dreaming of helping vulnerable populations and rescuing small animals, he now 
feels rejected by society and struggles deeply with internal anguish due his mental health.  His support team is wonderful, but they can't 
undo what has happened. He's truly a shell of his former self, and unfortunately exhibits unsafe behaviors around his younger 
siblings.  He didn't do anything to deserve this. 
 
Conversely, my younger two children, ages 12 and 15, benefit significantly from timely support through their grant. They actively 
participate in adaptive baseball, scouts, church, 4H, the Promise Neighborhood, and other community engagements. This funding 
enables me to assist them in their daily care, therapies, routines and actively support their social involvement and personal growth. 
They display remarkable resilience and dedication, and with continued community-based support, I believe they will positively impact 
society. However, their potential is at risk if forced into restrictive environments like group homes or institutional care. 
 
Data consistently shows that home-based and community supports are not only more humane but substantially more cost-effective. 
Institutional and residential care settings are significantly more expensive and frequently detrimental to individual growth, 
independence, and community integration. 
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills 
propose establishing a Waiver Reimagine Task Force to ensure that budgets are driven by individual needs rather than predetermined 
living arrangements. Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is critical to maintaining the dignity and rights of 
individuals with disabilities. 
 
Please act decisively to prevent the harm that Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your attention and your commitment to 
�0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� 
 
Sincerely, 
 
NaLeah Mehr  
206 Suncrest Court  
Avon, MN 56310 
320-455-2449 
naleah@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:naleah@gmail.com


I am writing in support of HF2038 & SF 2215, the bill modifying requirements of Waiver Reimagine. The original plan would eliminate 
critical waiver options, restrict provider choice, and force individuals with disabilities into more costly congregate institutional settings. 
�7�K�L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�'�$���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���3�O�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\-based services and 
individual choice. This would be a step backward for disability rights. 
 
My mother depends on waivers and support to keep living in her home environment.  I also have friends who rely on these waivers to 
keep their families together.  This is how you make America great, not taking away choices of people who are reliant on others. 
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Ying situation. 
Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. 
 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your time and your commitment to the disability 
community. 
Sincerely, 
Jen Willemsen  
13127 Jenkins Drive, Becker MN 
763-639-9270 
nightgazer3000@yahoo.com 
 
Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members, 
 
I strongly oppose Waiver Reimagine. This plan eliminates critical waiver options, restricts provider choice, and forces 
individuals with disabilities into more costly congregate institutional settings. Waiver Reimagine directly contradicts the ADA 
integratio�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�·�V���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���3�O�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\-based services and individual choice. This 
policy is a step backward for disability rights and must be reconsidered. 
The waiver has helped us to pay for a job coach and transportation for our daughter to have a job out in the community.  We also use 
some of our money for some respite care.  We currently want her to live here with us, but it would be more difficult with the waiver.  
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These 
�E�L�O�O�V���Z�L�O�O���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�·�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
their living situation. Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. 
 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your time and your commitment to the 
disability community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Janice Kramer 
12835 Ozark Trail No. 
Stillwater, MN 
651-439-7037 
ozkramer@q.com 
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To whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing in support of HF2038 & SF 2215, the bill modifying requirements of Waiver Reimagine. The original plan would eliminate 
critical waiver options, restrict provider choice, and force individuals with disabilities into more costly congregate institutional settings. 
�7�K�L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�V���W�K�H���$�'�$���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���2�O�P�V�W�H�D�G���3�O�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\-based services and 
individual choice. This would be a step backward for disability rights. 
 
Our beautiful daughter Allison is 15 years old and utilizes a waiver to live her best life at home. She loves spending time with her two 
golden retriever dogs, her sister and her mom and dad. The waiver has made a positive impact on her life. We are hopeful that the 
budget methodology will be based on individual needs and not by where a person lives. 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Ying situation. 
Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your time and your commitment to the disability 
community. 
Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Marsh 
1949 Ridge Cir  
Mora, MN 55051 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Subject: Oppose Waiver Reimagine �± Support HF 2038 & SF 2215 
Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members, 
I am a member of the Waiver Reimagine (WR) committee. I am also a person with a severe disability who uses a waiver to live in my 
community. I am speaking as a person with a disability and a member of the public committee when I say I strongly oppose the 
changes WR is putting forth. This plan eliminates critical waiver options, restricts provider choice, and forces individuals with disabilities 
into more costly congregate institutional settings. Waiver Reimagine directly contradicts the ADA integration mand�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V��
Olmstead Plan, which prioritize community-based services and individual choice. This policy is a step backward for disability rights and 
must be reconsidered. 
In addition to a severe physical disability that requires I have assistance for all activities of daily living such as bathing, eating, getting 
dressed, etc., I also have a number of significant health issues that require constant supervision and intervention. I live at home with 
my mother who, because of the home care crisis, provides all my care since we have not been able to find someone who can meet my 
needs. The current budgeting ranges proposed by DHS are totally inadequate for maintaining someone with high needs in their 
home. At the highest rate, my budget would be $162,225 if I were in a corporate facility but only $76,580 to live in my own home with 
my mother. To live at home under the proposed conditions would result in a decrease in funding of over $100,000 from my current 
budget.  
I also have a PhD in the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine from the University of Minnesota. I have given presentations on 
disability to physicians, historians, public health professionals, and disabled public employees, among others. I have several 
publications, including a chapter in an upcoming book, Do Less Harm, coming out of Johns Hopkins Press. I am engaged in my 
community, have friends, and lead a good life. The idea that I would get better care in a facility is horrendously mistaken. And yet the 
�V�W�D�W�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�D�\�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���P�R�U�H���I�R�U���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���F�D�U�H�����L�Q���D���S�O�D�F�H���,���G�R�Q�·�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H�����D�Q�G���D���S�O�D�F�H���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H��
extremely difficult to continue doing the things I love to do. 
While committee members have made numerous suggestions about how to improve waiver services, those suggestions do not appear 
to have influenced how DHS is proceeding with waiver changes. 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Ying situation. 
Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. This bill will also provide the much 
needed oversight that WRAC cannot provide. 
�3�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�N�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�H���K�D�U�P���'�+�6�¶�V���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���Z�L�O�O���F�D�X�V�H�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�Pent 
to the disability community. 
Sincerely, 
Katrina N. Jirik  PhD 
1174 Grand Ave #102 
651-222-6247 (you will have to talk with my mom as I am unable to use the phone) 
 



 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025  
 
Subject: Oppose Waiver Reimagine �� Support HF 2038 & SF 2215 
 
Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members,  
 
I strongly oppose Waiver Reimagine. This plan eliminates critical waiver options, 
restricts provider choice, and forces individuals with disabilitie s into more costly 
congregate institutional settings. Waiver Reimagine directly contradicts the ADA 
�‹�•�–�‡�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���•�ƒ�•�†�ƒ�–�‡���ƒ�•�†�����‹�•�•�‡�•�‘�–�ƒ�ï�•�����Ž�•�•�–�‡�ƒ�†�����Ž�ƒ�•�á���™�Š�‹�…�Š���’�”�‹�‘�”�‹�–�‹�œ�‡���…�‘�•�•�—�•�‹�–�›-
based services and individual choice. This policy is a step backward for disab ility 
rights and must be reconsidered.  
 
As older parents of a 29 y r old , we have worked  tirelessly all of our working lives to 
save enough money to purchase a small town home for our daughter with 
development al disabilities .  The plan was that she could live out  her  life  in this 
townhome  when we are no longer able to care for her.  She has been living  in the 
townhome now for 2. 5 years and we feel she is living  her best li fe.  NOW with Waiver 
Reimagine , it would seem you are going to pu ll the rug right out from under her!  
With the proposed budgets in the Waiver Reimagine she will not have the care she 
needs and honest ly with out  that care, her life  will be  at danger! And just as in 
prev ious generations , being  tra pped in an institution, you will be trapping  our 
daughter  and others  in their home s!  
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by supporting 
House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will establish a Waiver Reimagine 
���ƒ�•�•���	�‘�”�…�‡���ƒ�•�†���‡�•�•�—�”�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–���„�—�†�‰�‡�–�•���ƒ�”�‡���„�ƒ�•�‡�†���‘�•���ƒ�•���‹�•�†�‹�˜�‹�†�—�ƒ�Ž�ï�•���•�‡�‡�†�•���”�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”���–�Š�ƒ�•��
their living situation. Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding is 
essential to upholding disability  rights.  
 
Please take action to prevent the  grave harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank 
you for your time and your commitment to the disability community.  
 
Sincerely,  
Susan and Dennis Kane 
4372 Little Bluestem Trail North, Lake Elmo, MN 55042  
651-208-1225  
sdkane4 @gmail.com 
 
 



�a�Í�X�è���Ù�P�W�à�Ù�Q�O�Q�T 

�a�ô���Í�2�Ù�‡�:�\�\�æ�Í�è���Ù�ü�1�ô���Í�2�ß�X�:�\�\�æ�Í�è���,���:�j�\�ô�ß�1�2�ß���:�}�ý 

 

�‹�j�æ�$�ô�è�e�á�Ù�i�U�U�:�\�ô�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�Ù�ó�Ù�‹�j�U�U�:�X�e�Ù�F�>�Ù�Q�O�R�W�Ù�-�Ù�‹�>�Ù�Q�Q�P�T 

 

�"�ô�Í�X�Ù�����Í���X�Ù�‹�è���:�1�Í�è�'�ô�X�Ù�-�Ù���:�1�1���e�e�ô�ô�Ù�a�ô�1�æ�ô�X�\�à 

 

�I�Ù�î���\�Í���X�ô�ô�Ù�•���e���Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�:�U�U�:�\�ô�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�ß�Ù�“�����\�Ù�U�+�Í�2�Ù�ô�+���1���2�Í�e�ô�\�Ù�è�X���e���è�Í�+�Ù�•�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�:�U�e���:�2�\�à�Ù�X�ô�\�e�X���è�e�\�Ù
�U�X�:�}���î�ô�X�Ù�è���:���è�ô�à�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù���:�X�è�ô�\�Ù���2�î���}���î�j�Í�+�\�Ù�•���e���Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e���ô�\�Ù���2�e�:�Ù�1�:�X�ô�Ù�è�:�\�e�+�…�Ù�è�:�2���X�ô���Í�e�ô�Ù���2�\�e���e�j�e���:�2�Í�+�Ù
�\�ô�e�e���2���\�ß�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�Ù�î���X�ô�è�e�+�…�Ù�è�:�2�e�X�Í�î���è�e�\�Ù�e���ô�Ù���"���Ù���2�e�ô���X�Í�e���:�2�Ù�1�Í�2�î�Í�e�ô�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�a���2�2�ô�\�:�e�Í�
�\�Ù
�i�+�1�\�e�ô�Í�î�Ù�„�+�Í�2�à�Ù�•�����è���Ù�U�X���:�X���e���•�ô�Ù�è�:�1�1�j�2���e�…�ñ�æ�Í�\�ô�î�Ù�\�ô�X�}���è�ô�\�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù���2�î���}���î�j�Í�+�Ù�è���:���è�ô�ß�Ù�“�����\�Ù�U�:�+���è�…�Ù���\�Ù�Í�Ù
�\�e�ô�U�Ù�æ�Í�è�'�•�Í�X�î�Ù���:�X�Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e�…�Ù�X�������e�\�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�1�j�\�e�Ù�æ�ô�Ù�X�ô�è�:�2�\���î�ô�X�ô�î�ß 

 

�a�…�Ù�\�:�2�Ù�•���:�Ù���Í�\�Ù�\�����2���±�è�Í�e�ô�Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e���ô�\�Ù�î�ô�U�ô�2�î�\�Ù�:�2�Ù�•�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�:�U�e���:�2�\�Ù�e�:�Ù�1�ô�ô�e�Ù�����\�Ù�\�U�ô�è���±�è�Ù�2�ô�ô�î�\�ß�Ù�Ù
�I�2�\�e���e�j�e���:�2�Í�+���•�Í�e���:�2�Ù���\�Ù�2�:�e�Ù�Í�2�Ù�:�U�e���:�2�Ù�î�j�ô�Ù�e�:�Ù�����\�Ù�}�j�+�2�ô�X�Í�æ���+���e�…�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�è�:�2�î���e���:�2�\�Ù�e���Í�e�Ù�•�:�j�+�î�Ù�2�:�e�Ù�•�:�X�'�Ù���2�Ù�Í�Ù
���X�:�j�U�Ù�\�ô�e�e���2���ß�Ù�Ù�“���ô�Ù�i�+�1�\�e�ô�Í�î�Ù�„�+�Í�2�Ù���Í�\�Ù�æ�ô�ô�2�Ù�æ�ô�2�ô�±�è���Í�+�Ù�e�:�Ù�����\�Ù�î�Í���+�…�Ù�2�ô�ô�î�\�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�\�j�U�U�:�X�e�à�Ù�•�����+�ô�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù
�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�Ù�•�:�j�+�î�Ù�+�ô�Í�}�ô�Ù�+���e�e�+�ô�Ù�2�:�Ù�:�U�e���:�2�\�Ù���:�X�Ù�1�…�Ù�\�:�2�ß�Ù�Ù 

 

�I�Ù�j�X���ô�Ù�…�:�j�Ù�e�:�Ù���2�e�ô�X�}�ô�2�ô�Ù�:�2�Ù�æ�ô���Í�+���Ù�:���Ù�a���2�2�ô�\�:�e�Í�2�\�Ù�•���e���Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e���ô�\�Ù�æ�…�Ù�\�j�U�U�:�X�e���2���Ù�F�:�j�\�ô�Ù�>���+�ô�Ù�Q�O�R�W�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù
�‹�ô�2�Í�e�ô�Ù�>���+�ô�Ù�Q�Q�P�T�ß�Ù�“���ô�\�ô�Ù�æ���+�+�\�Ù�•���+�+�Ù�ô�\�e�Í�æ�+���\���Ù�Í�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�Ù�“�Í�\�'�Ù�>�:�X�è�ô�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�ô�2�\�j�X�ô�Ù�e���Í�e�Ù�æ�j�î���ô�e�\�Ù
�Í�X�ô�Ù�æ�Í�\�ô�î�Ù�:�2�Ù�Í�2�Ù���2�î���}���î�j�Í�+�
�\�Ù�2�ô�ô�î�\�Ù�X�Í�e���ô�X�Ù�e���Í�2�Ù�e���ô���X�Ù�+���}���2���Ù�\���e�j�Í�e���:�2�ß�Ù�„�X�:�e�ô�è�e���2���Ù�è���:���è�ô�à�Ù
���2�î�ô�U�ô�2�î�ô�2�è�ô�à�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�ô�W�j���e�Í�æ�+�ô�Ù���j�2�î���2���Ù���\�Ù�ô�\�\�ô�2�e���Í�+�Ù�e�:�Ù�j�U���:�+�î���2���Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e�…�Ù�X�������e�\�ß 

 

�„�+�ô�Í�\�ô�Ù�î�:�Ù�•���Í�e�ô�}�ô�X�Ù���\�Ù�2�ô�è�ô�\�\�Í�X�…�Ù�e�:�Ù�U�X�ô�}�ô�2�e�Ù�e���ô�Ù���Í�X�1�Ù�®�Í���}�ô�X�Ù�‡�ô���1�Í�����2�ô�Ù�•���+�+�Ù�è�Í�j�\�ô�ß�Ù�“���Í�2�'�Ù�…�:�j�Ù���:�X�Ù
�…�:�j�X�Ù�e���1�ô�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�…�:�j�X�Ù�è�:�1�1���e�1�ô�2�e�Ù�e�:�Ù�e���ô�Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e�…�Ù�è�:�1�1�j�2���e�…�ß 

 

�‹���2�è�ô�X�ô�+�…�à 

�‡�:�î�Ù�a�j�\�\�:�2 
�P�R�O�R�Ù�S�e���Ù�‹�e�X�ô�ô�e�Ù�‹ 
�‹�e���+�+�•�Í�e�ô�X�à�Ù�a�b�Ù�Ù�T�T�O�W�Q 
 
�„���:�2�ô�á�Ù�T�T�X�ñ�R�S�P�ñ�R�O�S�P 
�(�1�Í���+�á�Ù�a�j�\�\�:�2�P�,�\�æ�è���+�:�æ�Í�+�ß�2�ô�e 

mailto:megan.rossbach@house.mn.gov




3/18/2025  
 
 
Subject: Oppose Waiver Reimagine �� Support HF 2038 & SF 2215 
 
 
Dear Chair, Schomacker & Committee Members, 
 
 
Chad, my twenty-seven-year-old son, needs 24-hour care due to his numerous challenges.  Now, 
reimagine this 27-year-old as a six-year-old six-foot man that needs help with toileting, communicating, 
moving, eating, and above all ensuring he is not abused.   I had to give up my career as a teacher, in order 
to care for and protect him.  The costs of caring for him on a daily basis are astounding and we barely 
make ends meet.  Most months we do not, even with the current waiver.  
 
I am in strong opposition of Waiver Reimagine. This plan eliminates critical waiver options, restricts 
provider choice, and forces individuals with disabilities into more costly congregate institutional 
settings. Waiver Reimagine directly contradicts the ADA integration mandate and M�‹�•�•�‡�•�‘�–�ƒ�ï�•�����Ž�•�•�–�‡�ƒ�†��
Plan, which prioritize community-based services and individual choice. This policy is a step backward 
for disability rights and must be reconsidered. 
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with challenges by supporting House File 2038 and 
Senate File 2215. These bills will establish a Waiver Reimagine Task Force and ensure that budgets are 
�„�ƒ�•�‡�†���‘�•���ƒ�•���‹�•�†�‹�˜�‹�†�—�ƒ�Ž�ï�•���•�‡�‡�†�•���”�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”���–�Š�ƒ�•���–�Š�‡�‹�”���Ž�‹�˜�‹�•�‰���•�‹�–�—�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ä�����”�‘�–�‡�…�–�‹�•�‰���…�Š�‘�‹�…�‡�á���‹�•�†�‡�’�‡�•�†�‡�•�…�‡�á���ƒ�•�†��
equitable funding is essential to upholding disability rights. 
 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for your time and your 
commitment to the disability community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michelle Bracewell-Musson 
1303 4Th St S., Stillwater, MN 55082 
651-666-8569 
michelle@musssoncontracting.com 
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Subject: Oppose Waiver Reimagine �� Support HF 2038 & SF 2215 
 
Dear Chair Schomacker & Committee Members,  
 
I strongly oppose Waiver Reimagine. This plan eliminates critical waiver options, 
restricts provider choice, and forces individuals with disabilities  into more costly 
congregate institutional settings. Waiver Reimagine directly contradicts the ADA 
�‹�•�–�‡�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���•�ƒ�•�†�ƒ�–�‡���ƒ�•�†�����‹�•�•�‡�•�‘�–�ƒ�ï�•�����Ž�•�•�–�‡�ƒ�†�����Ž�ƒ�•�á���™�Š�‹�…�Š���’�”�‹�‘�”�‹�–�‹�œ�‡���…�‘�•�•�—�•�‹�–�›-
based services and individual choice. This policy is a step backward for disabi lity 
rights and must be reconsidered.  
 
My son, Gabriel, who has Down Syndrome, will be negatively impacted by the 
passage of the Waiver Reimagine.  Currently he has self/family directed care through 
CDCS and can access the specific community supports needed for his unique 
situation.  The passage of Waiver Reimagine would totally turn that on its head and 
�™�‘�—�Ž�†���ˆ�‘�”�…�‡���—�•���–�‘���•�ƒ�•�‡���…�Š�‘�‹�…�‡�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���†�‘�•�ï�–���ƒ�Ž�‹�‰�•���™�‹�–�Š���–�Š�‡���„�‡�•�–���•�—�’�’�‘�”�–�•���ˆ�‘�”���
�ƒ�„�‡�ä���� 
 
I urge you to intervene on behalf of Minnesotans with disabilities by s upporting 
House File 2038 and Senate File 2215. These bills will establish a Waiver Reimagine 
���ƒ�•�•���	�‘�”�…�‡���ƒ�•�†���‡�•�•�—�”�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–���„�—�†�‰�‡�–�•���ƒ�”�‡���„�ƒ�•�‡�†���‘�•���ƒ�•���‹�•�†�‹�˜�‹�†�—�ƒ�Ž�ï�•���•�‡�‡�†�•���”�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”���–�Š�ƒ�•��
their living situation. Protecting choice, independence, and equitable funding i s 
essential to upholding disability rights.  
 
Please take action to prevent the harm Waiver Reimagine will cause. Thank you for 
your time and your commitment to the disability community.  
 
Sincerely,  
Tara King  
525 Eben Ct Stillwater, MN 55082  
651-491-9025  
ki ngfamilymn@comcast.net  
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Megan, 

 

I understand there is a noon hearing tomorrow regarding two bills amending WR. I am on my way to 
Mayo and can't attend or respond adequately now. I am quite ill. Long term caregivers have many 
medical complications which is my case. 

 

I sent commentary to David Zak last week. I'm the mother/guardian/conservator for my 27 year old son 
with disabilities. He is currently experiencing the promise of Olmstead by living in his community of 
choice and working at a company of his choice. He is able to do this by having staff dedicated to him at 
his apartment. Under the WR funding rates for individuals living with family or in their own homes, he 
will be denied this support. He lived in two group homes where he was abused and kept separate from 
the community at large. He has told us that he will commit suicide if he has to return to congregate 
living - and I take him at his word.  

 

I understand the cost pressures on the state. In my experience, care providers take more than 50% of 
waiver funds for admin or profit. I was told by two care providers that I needed to source staff, interview 
them, schedule their shifts, train them, and manage daily problems without pay. I consider this to be a 
variant of fraud that never seems to get addressed. WR ranges provide greater funding levels for 
congregate care which will largely accrue to these providers instead of providing benefits to individuals 
with disabilities. Providers aren't required to undergo financial audits which has been pointed out by the 
Legislative Auditor.  

 

I encourage House members to take the proposed legislation seriously. There are undoubtably other 
ways to structure funding for people with disabilities but WR is a packaged program that was purchased 
by the state. DHS has obstructed any real debate from individuals and families who will be most affected 
by these changes. WRAC has been simply a "show" of obtaining feedback.  

 

I thought we were past the time of institutionalizing people against their will. If individuals with higher 
needs want some autonomy, they will need to rely on UNPAID SUPPORTS given Waiver Reimagine's 
design. Unpaid support is not available for my son.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Wallin on behalf of Alexei Dickinson 

 



March 18, 2024 

Chair Schomaker and Members of Human Services Finance and Policy Committee, 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to speak today on behalf of persons with disabilities and their 
families. I am a parent of a child with disabilities and I am a member of the WRAC. I have worked with 
children and youth with disabilities and their families for over 14 years helping them navigate complex 
systems of care, including Medicaid Waivers.  The Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS) 
established the Waiver Reimagine Advisory Committee (WRAC) in 2021 to provide feedback and assist in 
developing proposed plans for Waiver Reimagine. As a member of the WRAC and a person in daily 
communications with waiver recipients and support organizations, I am here to report that there are 
significant problems with WR and DHS is refusing to acknowledge these issues. 

WRAC was a Legislative Mandate: The Minnesota Legislature required DHS to establish WRAC as part of 
efforts to increase oversight and stakeholder involvement in Waiver Reimagine. But WRAC is not a DHS 
Initiative. DHS portrays WRAC as part of its ongoing collaboration with the disability community, but the 
truth is that without legislative pressure, DHS would not have created WRAC at all. 

The WRAC began its meetings in early 2022, convening virtually every other month.  In March of 2024, 
DHS was to pause WR and take a hard look at WRAC members' concerns, and they were strongly 
encouraged to authentically partner with stakeholders in the WR process. However, DHS continues to 
proceed with a one-sided process, doing things to us and for us, not WITH us. Despite this directive from 
the senate committee in March of 2024, NO meaningful efforts have been made by DHS to collaborate. 
In fact, I have witnessed several instances of WRAC members being met  with condescension and 
belittling, as well as ignoring accessibility concerns. It has been made extremely clear that the WRAC is a 
check-box for DHS, and we are not considered to have any meaningful expertise regarding this matter.  

With extremely good reason, waiver recipients are genuinely in fear of what they will endure in 
congregate care if WR passes as proposed by DHS. 

WR is not fiscally responsible. 

�x Many stakeholders have submitted testimony which supports this with data. 

�x �t�Z���]�•���Á���•�š�]�v�P���š���Æ�‰���Ç���Œ�����}�o�o���Œ�•���}�v�������•�}�o�µ�š�]�}�v���š�Z���š���u�}�•�š���‰���}�‰�o�������}�v�[�š���Á���v�š�X 

�x Tax payers are demanding to have more transparency on how their tax dollars are being spent, 
especially considering the coming budget shortfall. 

 

WR will reinstitutionalize MInnesotans with Disabilities. 

�x WR will drastically decrease budgets for those living in their own homes and in the community. 
Budgets for those living in congregate care will be significantly higher. Persons with disabilities 
and their families and caregivers will not be able to afford to live in their homes and receive 
necessary care. 

�x Historically, conditions in institutions and facilities lacked proper care or education, they were 
wrought with segregation and isolation, and these institutions were overcrowded, underfunded, 



���v�����‰�}�}�Œ�o�Ç���u���]�v�š���]�v�����Y���v�����v�}�Á���Á�����Z���À���������•�š���(�(�]�v�P���•�Z�}�Œ�š���P���X���t�����Z���À�����}�À���Œ�Á�Z���o�u�]�v�P�������š�����š�Z���š��
tells us keeping MInnesotans with disabilities in their homes and communities saves tax-payer 
dollars! 

 

HF 2028 must be passed because: 

�{���d�Z�����D�]�v�v���•�}�š���������u�]�v�]�•�š�Œ���š�]�À�����W�Œ�}�������µ�Œ���������š���~���W���•���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���•���Œ�µ�o���u���l�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���‰�}�o�]���]���•���š�Z���š���]�u�‰�����š���š�Z����
public and create new obligations. Instead of drafting formal rules, DHS has used policy bulletins, 
website updates, and internal training materials to push major changes with no legal review or public 
input. 

�{���d�Z�����D�]�v�v���•�}�š�����>���P�]�•�o���š�µ�Œ�������]�Œ�����š���������,�^���š�}���‰���µ�•�����t���]�À���Œ���Z���]�u���P�]�v�����š�}�����o�o�}�Á���(�}�Œ���(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ���Œ���À�]���Á�����v����
stakeholder input, DHS is ignoring it.  DHS has continued implementing components of Waiver 
Reimagine under different names, such as CDCS Unbundling and MnCHOICES 2.0. Archived DHS 
documents show that these policies were originally part of Waiver Reimagine�v but DHS removed 
references to them and proceeded anyway. The task force is needed to hold DHS accountable for 
defying legislative directives and misleading lawmakers about what is actually happening. 

�{���D�]�v�v���•�}�š�����]�•�����š���Œ�]�•�l���}�(���(�������Œ���o���K�o�u�•�š�����������v�����D�����]�����]�����s�]�}�o���š�]�}�v�•�X���K�o�u�•�š���������À�X���>�X���X���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���•���•�š���š���•���š�}��
provide services in the most integrated setting. By cutting waiver budgets and restricting services, DHS is 
increasing the risk of unnecessary institutionalization, violating Olmstead protections. IIf these policies 
had gone through rulemaking, stakeholders could have challenged them on Olmstead grounds. DHS is 
also failing to ensure that Medicaid-funded services comply with federal parity laws, potentially putting 
Minnesota at risk of federal intervention. 

�{�����,�^���]�•���v�}�š���š�Œ���v�•�‰���Œ���v�š�������}�µ�š�����µ���P���š�����µ�š�•�U���Œ���o���À���v�š�������š���U���}�Œ�����,�^�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�����š�]�}�v�•�X�����,�^���Œ���(�µ�•���•���š�}��
provide budget impact analyses for Waiver Reimagine and MnCHOICES 2.0. DHS has not disclosed 
communications with CMS (Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services) to prove that these policy 
changes are federally mandated. Public requests for transparency�v �]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���Œ���‹�µ���•�š�•���(�}�Œ�����,�^�[�•��
presentation ahead of hearings�v have been ignored. 

�{���d�Z�����t�Z�������]�•�����}�v�š�Œ�}�o�o���������Ç�����,�^�U���v�}�š���•�š���l���Z�}�o�����Œ�•�X�����,�^�����Œ�����š�������š�Z�����t���]�À���Œ���Z���]�u���P�]�v���������À�]�•�}�Œ�Ç��
Committee (WRAC) in 2021, but it is not an independent oversight body. WRAC members were not 
meaningfully consulted on MnCHOICES 2.0 budget reductions or CDCS Unbundling changes. Even 
though WRAC was mandated by legislators, DHS still controls the agenda, membership structure, and 
the flow of information�v limiting its ability to serve as a truly independent oversight body. 

The Legislative Task Force on Waiver Reimagine (HF 2038 / SF 2215) is needed because DHS has proven 
that it will not regulate itself. 

 It will ensure that all future waiver changes comply with the law. 

 It will prevent DHS from continuing to bypass the Legislature and stakeholders. 

 It will demand transparency on budgets, data, and CMS communications. 



 �/�š���Á�]�o�o���]�v�À���•�š�]�P���š�����Á�Z���š�Z���Œ�����,�^�[�•���‰�}�o�]���]���•���À�]�}�o���š�����(�������Œ���o���D�����]�����]���U���K�o�u�•�š�������U�����v�������]�•�����]�o�]�š�Ç���Œ�]�P�Z�š�•��
laws. 

Without this task force, DHS will continue to implement major disability service changes without 
oversight, public accountability, or compliance with the law. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tricia Brisbine 

7201 103rd Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55445 

tkbrisbine@gmail.com 

612-968-2254 

 

mailto:tkbrisbine@gmail.com
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Flawed Waiver Reimagine Plan  

�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���6�X�P�P�D�U�\�����$�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���,�Q�H�T�X�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H��
Plan 

The Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS) is advancing its Waiver Reimagine 
initiative, a reform of the Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) waiver system aimed 
at streamlining services and promoting equity. However, the proposed changes risk creating 
significant inequities and undermine the rights and well-being of Minnesotans with disabilities. 
These concerns must be addressed to ensure a fair and effective system for over 62,000 
individuals who rely on HCBS waivers. 

Key Issues with the Current Proposal 

1. Financial Inequities: The two-waiver system disproportionately allocates resources, 
providing higher budgets for individuals in residential settings compared to those living 
independently or with family. This institutional bias violates the Olmstead mandate, 
�$�'�$���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�¶�V���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���/�L�Y�L�Q�J���)�L�U�V�W���S�R�O�L�F�\�� 

2. Increased Risk of Institutionalization: Limited budgets for independent living may 
force individuals into congregate care settings to receive necessary services, restricting 
their autonomy. 

3. Overreliance on Unpaid Caregivers: The plan assumes that family supports will fill 
service gaps, an unsustainable model as caregivers work to sustain their families, age or 
pass away. 

4. Restricted Services: Exclusion of overnight care for those in independent settings 
undermines choice and may push individuals toward institutional care. 



5. Provider Exodus: Reduced funding for independent living services could lead providers 
to abandon these settings in favor of more profitable congregate care. 

6. Cultural Insensitivity : The plan inadequately considers the preferences of diverse 
communities, many of which prioritize care within their own cultural or familial settings. 

7. Quality of Life Concerns: Evidence suggests that individuals thrive in community-
based, non-�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�����\�H�W���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�¶�V���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�V���W�K�H�L�U���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���O�L�Y�H��
integrated, fulfilling lives. 

Recommendations for an Equitable Waiver System 

To build a system that meets the needs of all Minnesotans with disabilities, the following 
principles should guide reform: 

1. Person-Centered Planning: Regular assessments and robust support for individual 
choice in services and living arrangements. 

2. Adequate and Equitable Funding: Resource allocation based on individual needs, 
regardless of living setting. 

3. Diverse Service Options: Flexibility to support in-home care, self-directed budgets, and 
other community-based services. 

4. Support for Caregivers: Expanded respite care, training, and resources for unpaid 
caregivers. 

5. Cultural Competence: Tailored services that respect and reflect diverse cultural and 
community preferences. 

6. Quality Assurance: Strong safeguards against abuse, neglect, and exploitation, with 
consistent oversight. 

7. Stakeholder Engagement: Meaningful involvement of individuals with disabilities and 
their families in policymaking. 

Legislative Solutions 

Disability Voice Advocates (DiVA) is drafting legislation to address the flaws in Waiver 
Reimagine, including: 

�x Establishing a waiver system that ensures equitable budgets based on individual needs. 
�x Requires reporting back to the legislature before submitting final report to CMS. 
�x Creating a Legislative Taskforce to study the impacts of Waiver Reimagine and related 

policies, such as the MNChoices 2.0 assessment. 

Conclusion 

While reform is necessary, Waiver Reimagine must prioritize equity, individual choice, and 
quality of life for all Minnesotans with disabilities. Policymakers, DHS, and stakeholders must 
work collaboratively to design a system that upholds these principles and fosters independence, 
dignity, and inclusion for individuals with disabilities. 



 

Detailed Discussion 

The Waiver Reimagine plan, as currently proposed, introduces significant inequities for Minnesotans with 
disabilities. It creates financial inequities, relies on unsustainable caregiving models, restricts 
individual choice, and risks institutionalizing individuals against their will.  

It is crucial for legislators and DHS personnel to address these issues to ensure a fair and equitable system 
that truly supports over 62,000 individuals with disabilities in Minnesota who receive HCBS (Home and 
Community-Based Services) waivers. 

�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���3�O�D�Q���I�R�U���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���'�+�6�¶�V���:�D�L�Y�H�U���5�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H 

�0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�X�P�D�Q���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����'�+�6) is promoting its overhaul of the Home and 
Community-Based Services (HCBS) waiver system under the Waiver Reimagine initiative. This plan is 
touted as a means to simplify and streamline the system, providing people with disabilities informed 
choice, person-centered supports, equity, and self-directed services. While reform is necessary to address 
existing inequities, the proposed two-waiver system under Waiver Reimagine introduces significant 
financial disparities between individuals living in their own homes or family homes, and those in group 
homes or other provider-controlled congregate care settings.  

These changes will likely force individuals with higher support needs to move into congregate care 
settings to receive necessary services or forego needed supports to stay in their homes.  

 

A. Collapse of Four Waivers into Two Based on Living Situation 

Under Waiver Reimagine, the four current disability waivers�² Community Alternative for Disabled 
Individuals (CADI), Community Alternative Care (CAC), Developmental Disabilities (DD), and Brain 
Injury (BI)�² will be eliminated. Instead, DHS will categorize people with disabilities into two waivers 
based solely on their living situation: 

1. Individual Supports Waiver, for those receiving services in their own homes or family homes. 
2. Residential Supports Waiver, for those receiving services in group homes and other congregate 

care settings. 
B. Support Range and Individual Budget Model 

Individuals will be assigned to a support range based on their MnCHOICES assessment, which considers 
behavioral and medical issues. Budgets will be individualized based on these support ranges, considering 
the person's need and living setting. 

C. Legislative Approval and Implementation Timeline 

Phase I of Waiver Reimagine was approved by the Minnesota legislature in 2019, simplifying the service 
menu. Phase II, approved in June 2021, includes the two-waiver system and individualized budget 



methodology. If the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) approve, the two waivers 
could be effective by July 1, 2027. 
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A. Budget Inequities: The proposed two-waiver system creates stark financial inequities. Budget ranges 
for high-needs individuals living in their own or family homes are less than half of those for similar 
individuals in group homes. Providers will receive significantly more funding for individuals in group 
homes, benefiting from economies of scale and additional rent payments, while individuals in their own 
homes will face reduced budgets that fail to cover necessary services. 

B. Reliance on Unpaid Care: The Individual Supports Waiver assumes that unpaid, natural caregivers 
will fill care gaps. This expectation is unsustainable as caregivers age or pass away, and it overlooks the 
preferences of adults with disabilities who may desire non-family support for autonomy and privacy. 

C. Overnight Services Exclusion: Individuals in their own or family homes will be denied overnight 
care. Those requiring 24-hour care will be pushed towards group homes, restricting their choice to live 
independently. 

D. Provider Exodus: Due to low budget ranges for the Individual Supports Waiver, many providers are 
likely to exit the business of serving individuals in their own homes, focusing instead on congregate care 
where higher profits are anticipated. This trend limits the options for individuals who prefer or need to 
live independently. 

E. Impact on Families: Families who have invested in independent living solutions for their loved ones 
will be penalized by a system that undermines their efforts, potentially forcing their loved ones into 
congregate care settings. 

F. Quality of Life Considerations: The Olmstead Quality of Life Survey highlights that individuals have 
better outcomes when not in institutionalized settings. Waiver Reimagine's design fails to ensure adequate 
funds for individuals to live where they choose, threatening their quality of life and community 
integration. 

G. Cultural Considerations: Waiver Reimagine does not adequately account for the preferences of 
various ethnic, racial, cultural, and faith communities, which often prefer to care for loved ones within 
their own communities. 

https://www.olmsteadrights.org/
https://www.ada.gov/topics/community-integration/


H. Risk of Institutionalization: Group homes often operate as mini-institutions, with residents 
experiencing neglect and isolation. Minnesota's lack of adequate protections for individuals alleging 
maltreatment exacerbates these risks. Waiver Reimagine's trend towards larger facilities echoes a move 
back towards institutionalization. 

Our Recommendations: 

The best waiver system for people with disabilities is one that prioritizes individual needs, promotes 
choice, ensures equity, and provides sufficient funding and support across various living settings. An 
optimal waiver system is dynamic and responsive to the evolving needs of people with disabilities. It 
should aim to provide a balance of flexibility, equity, and support, ensuring that all individuals can lead 
fulfilling and independent lives within their communities. Continuous evaluation and adaptation, 
informed by feedback from the disability community, are essential to maintaining and improving such a 
system. 

An ideal waiver system would include the following: 

 

1. Person-Centered Planning 

�x Individualized Assessments: Regular and comprehensive assessments to determine each 
person's unique needs and preferences. 

�x Choice and Control: Empowering individuals to make decisions about their own care, including 
selecting services, providers and where they live. 

2. Adequate and Equitable Funding 

�x Sufficient Budgets: Ensuring budgets are adequate to cover necessary supports and services, 
regardless of living setting. 

�x Equity in Funding : Fair distribution of resources between those living in their own homes, 
family homes, and congregate care settings.  

3. Comprehensive Service Options 

�x Range of Services: A wide array of services and supports, including in-home care, respite, 
employment support, transportation, and community integration. 

�x Flexible Service Models: Options for self-directed services where individuals can manage their 
own care budgets and hire providers directly. 

4. Support for Unpaid Caregivers 

�x Respite Care: Providing regular and emergency respite care for family caregivers. 
�x Training and Support: Offering training and support resources for unpaid caregivers to enhance 

their capacity and well-being. 
5. Integrated Care Settings 

�x Community-Based Services: Prioritizing services that enable individuals to live in their own 
homes and communities. 

�x Support for Transition : Assisting individuals who wish to move from congregate settings to 
more integrated living arrangements. 

6. Quality Assurance and Safeguards 



�x Monitoring and Oversight: Regular oversight to ensure quality and safety in service delivery. 
�x Protection Against Abuse: Strong safeguards and prompt investigation of abuse, neglect, or 

exploitation allegations. 
7. Cultural Competence and Inclusivity 

�x Respect for Diversity: Recognizing and respecting cultural, ethnic, and community preferences 
in care planning and service delivery. 

�x Tailored Services: Providing services that are sensitive to cultural, linguistic, and individual 
preferences. 

8. Advocacy and Feedback Mechanisms 

�x Stakeholder Involvement: Including individuals with disabilities and their families in policy-
making and program development. 

�x Feedback Channels: Establishing robust channels for feedback and grievances to continuously 
improve the system. 

9. Coordination Across Systems 

�x Integrated Services: Coordinating between healthcare, social services, housing, and employment 
systems to provide holistic support. 

�x Simplified Processes: Streamlining administrative processes to reduce bureaucratic barriers and 
ensure ease of access to services. 
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