
 
 

 

 

 

 

220 Railroad Street SE, Pine City, MN 55063 

                                        Phone: 320-629-7600 or 651-224-4114   Fax: 651-925-0071      

 
March 21, 2022 

 

 

Dear Chair Schultz and Committee Members,   

 

On behalf of Therapeutic Services Agency, Inc., I am writing to convey our support for and respectfully request 

the Committee pass House File 4217 and House File 3815 to bolster and support the care of children in out of 

home care in the State of Minnesota. 

 

HF4217 

o Foster parents and kinship caregivers play a vital role in caring for children who are unable to 

remain at home.  

o As community-based foster care organizations, we see firsthand that supporting our foster 

parents to provide excellent care includes recruitment of foster parents who are reflective of the 

communities and culture of the children receiving care. 

o It is important that we both continue to increase our support for kinship caregivers and our wider 

foster care system – as we see outlined in HF4217. 

o HF4217 is a critical investment in the important work of building a foster care system that supports 

children and families. 

 

HF3815 

o Quality Parenting Initiative-MN (QPI) is a movement to improve foster care by placing youth 

voices, foster parents and birth parents in the center 

o QPI-MN launched in 2017 with support from a wide variety of stakeholders and continues to 

grow as new counties and community-based organizations integrate the best practices for 

quality parenting that surrounds and supports children and youth in care. 

o Critically important to QPI-MN is the technical assistance and training required to teach and 

sustain best practices 

o Please support HF3815 to sustain and grow the QPI-MN movement  

o QPI has been embraced by several private foster care agencies in the state of MN.  At Therapeutic 

Services Agency, we have embraced the QPI spirit and have known the benefits of the initiative.  

Our foster families work to develop relationships with parents/kin of children placed in our care, 

this is the heartbeat of the work in our foster care program; no better demonstrated by a foster 

family driving to pick up biological mother for a supervised visit when her car broke down.  Mom 

was there, in her vehicle and foster parents picked her up and brought her to the supervised visit 

to be with her children.  Excellent foster parenting and care for the children. 

 

Therapeutic Services Agency, Inc., asks the Committee to support the passing of HF4217 and HF3815.  Thank you 

for considering our request.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Lainie Janke, MSW, LICSW 

Director - Community Based Services 

Therapeutic Services Agency, Inc 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.revisor.mn.gov%2Fbills%2Ftext.php%3Fnumber%3DHF4217%26type%3Dbill%26version%3D0%26session%3Dls92%26session_year%3D2022%26session_number%3D0&data=04%7C01%7Cljanke%40tsapc.net%7Cb675a562da514122325408da09d96b31%7C6f696be322b940e7951a8b0013ea8252%7C1%7C0%7C637833126671371956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=atUO7%2BRL4PfzcGJsvlEmsWB3Wlv8Z%2BjVjke8gxdNdPo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.revisor.mn.gov%2Fbills%2Ftext.php%3Fnumber%3DHF3815%26type%3Dbill%26version%3D0%26session%3Dls92%26session_year%3D2022%26session_number%3D0&data=04%7C01%7Cljanke%40tsapc.net%7Cb675a562da514122325408da09d96b31%7C6f696be322b940e7951a8b0013ea8252%7C1%7C0%7C637833126671371956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nU8lcTCqSq8W5TM9Ees7kWdfwkb953g3d%2FQSUqu6CpU%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


