
April15, 2024 
 
 
House Housing Finance and Policy Committee 
Chair Howard, Vice Chair Agbaje, and Ranking Minority Lead Johnson, 
 
Subject: H4194DE1 House Housing Finance Bill  
 
Dear Esteemed Members of the Committee, 
  
The SHiP Collaborative (Stable Housing is Priority) is writing to express our strong support for 
H4194, as amended. This bill embodies critical measures that address the urgent need for 
stable, affordable housing in our communities. As advocates for housing stability and 
homelessness prevention, we believe this bill will significantly impact the lives of countless 
individuals and families across our state. 
  
We are pleased to see recommendations from SHiP on trauma-informed and culturally 
competent emergency financial assistance programming included, and the provision for an 
annual projection of these needs underscores the importance of proactive planning and 
resource allocation. By consulting with relevant stakeholders, including the Department of 
Human Services, counties, and tribes, the bill ensures a comprehensive understanding of the 
challenges faced by those needing housing assistance. 
  
The establishment of a Task Force on Long-Term Sustainability of Affordable Housing is a 
crucial step towards addressing the root causes of housing insecurity. By examining factors 
such as increasing costs and challenges in developing and preserving affordable housing, this 
task force will provide invaluable insights and recommendations for future policy initiatives. We 
eagerly anticipate the report due by February 1, 2025, and believe it will inform evidence-based 
strategies to promote housing affordability and accessibility. 
  
Furthermore, the directives regarding emergency assistance programs are commendable. The 
emphasis on easy-to-understand eligibility criteria and culturally responsive approaches reflects 
a commitment to serving diverse populations with dignity and respect. We appreciate the efforts 
to streamline application processes and reduce barriers to access, including developing e-
signature options and language access policies. 
  
The provisions aimed at addressing housing discrimination are equally important. This bill 
upholds fairness and equity in housing access by prohibiting landlords from discriminating 
against tenants based on their use of rental assistance funds. Imposing penalties for violations 
clearly conveys that discriminatory practices will not be tolerated in our communities. 
  
In addition to these key provisions, we support funding allocation to essential programs such as 
the Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program (FHPAP) and housing 
affordability preservation initiatives. These investments are critical for providing immediate relief 
to those experiencing housing instability and ensuring the long-term sustainability of affordable 
housing options. 
  
In conclusion, the SHiP Collaborative urges you to support HF H4194, as amended. By 
prioritizing stable housing and homelessness prevention, this bill demonstrates a commitment to 

https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/docs/AbZaQBjcakOgcSB0Ia8HBg.pdf


the well-being of all residents in our state. By working together, we can create a future where 
every individual and family can access safe, affordable, and dignified housing. Thank you for 
your attention to this important matter. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Stable Housing is the Priority (SHiP) Collaborative Members 
 



 
 
 

L e t t e r h e a d  

Catholic Charities serves those most in need and advocates for justice in the community. 

 

C R E A T I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  P E O P L E  T O  T H R I V E .  
 

Catholic Charities at Elliot Park 
1007 East 14th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55404 

612-204-8500  |  cctwincities.org 

 
 
April 15, 2024 
 
Representative Mike Howard, Chair 
House Housing Finance & Policy Committee 
 
RE: Housing Omnibus Bill (HF4194 DE1) 
 
Chair Howard and Members of the Committee, 
 
On behalf of Catholic Charities Twin Cities, I write to thank you for your ongoing commitment to addressing 
Minnesota’s housing and homelessness crisis, and for the provisions included in the DE to HF4194 that 
provide additional funding and policy clarifications along the continuum of housing.  
 
Your leadership in the 2023 legislative session fueled historic investments in housing, yet we know it will take 
time to fully realize those benefits and finish construction on new affordable housing projects. There also is 
more work to be done—and there are more individuals experiencing a housing crisis who need help now. 
 
As a leading provider of emergency shelter, housing, and direct services, Catholic Charities sees evidence of 
this need every day. We serve more than 25,000 youth and adults annually, with more than half of these 
individuals seeking services through our emergency overnight and daytime shelter programs, and more than 
5,000 requesting help through our shelter diversion programs. We also support more than 1,100 individuals 
in maintaining safe, stable affordable housing through our permanent supportive housing programs. 
 
The focused and strategic investments proposed in your Housing omnibus bill will ensure we build on last 
year’s progress and continue to help our neighbors in crisis, including: 
 

• $9.4 million for the Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program; 
• Clarifying ongoing supportive housing services and emergency shelter operations as qualifying 

projects of Local Affordable Housing Aid; 
• $50 million in new Housing Infrastructure Bonds; and 
• $100,000 to support the Minnesota Homeless Study. 

 
We look forward to working with you to advance these proposals this year and keep moving toward a 
Minnesota where everyone has a safe, stable place to call home. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lorna Schmidt 
Vice President, Public Policy & Government Affairs 
lorna.schmidt@cctwincities.org  

mailto:lorna.schmidt@cctwincities.org
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Sent Via Email 
 
April 15, 2024 
 
 
Representative Michael Howard, Chair 
House Housing Finance and Policy Committee 
473 State Office Building 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 
 
Chair Howard and Members of the House Housing Finance and Policy Committee, 
 
The Minnesota Inter-County Association (MICA) represents fifteen of Minnesota’s larger and faster 
growing counties including four suburban and eleven Greater Minnesota counties. 
 
Adequate housing supply and affordability is a critical need in counties and communities across 
Minnesota, and across the housing continuum.  As HF4194DE1 seeks to build on the historic housing 
investments enacted in 2023, we write to express particular support for: 
 

 provisions aimed at improving the implementation of emergency rental assistance; 
 modifications to allow Local Affordable Housing Aid (LAHA) to be used for emergency shelter 

housing and supportive services, including considering feedback from counties on direct county 
costs and services provided by providers; and 

 $9.4 million of increased funding for family homeless prevention and assistance. 
 
Additionally, we recognize that the intent of the LAHA enacted last session was to increase local spending 
on appropriate, affordable housing. We appreciate Chair Howard’s willingness to modify maintenance-of-
effort language as introduced, we remain concerned with the minimum local-source spending 
requirement imposed by Article 2, Section 37. Most local governments are acting to utilize this new aid to 
expand housing units and promote housing affordability and stability as intended. As the bill moves 
forward, we respectfully ask to eliminate or sunset the language of Section 37 as local governments work 
in good faith to prioritize LAHA for increased housing units and supportive services in their communities.   
 
Thank you, for the opportunity to provide written testimony and for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
Matt Massman, Executive Director 
Minnesota Inter-County Association 







April 15, 2024

The Honorable Mike Howard
Chair, Housing Finance and Policy Committee
473 State Office Building
St Paul, MN 55155

Via email

Re: Support for H.F. 4194

Dear Chair Howard and the Housing Finance and Policy Committee of the House:

We write in support of H.F.4194, including increased funding for FHPAP (Family Homeless Prevention
Assistance Program) and policy provisions that support expediting emergency rental assistance.

Families across Minnesota continue to need significant help to prevent evictions and maintain access to stable
homes.. FHPAP is a critical lifeline for those who have experienced a crisis that makes them at risk of
homelessness. FHPAP provides direct assistance that is flexible to the needs of the applicant with the goal of
ensuring stable housing - examples of its uses include payment of back rent, utilities, mortgage, deposits and
fees, case management, and rapid rehousing assistance.

As FHPAP provides direct assistance to address housing emergencies, any increase will mean more
households will have the means to ensure their housing stability, which is critical to the health, well-being, and
future potential of children and families. With some jurisdictions reporting an average household payment of
$3,000 for FHPAP assistance, over 330 households will receive life-supporting housing stability assistance for
every $1 million provided. Without assistance, those same families face an increased risk of homelessness and
harm to health, educational outcomes, work stability, and more.

As well, the ERASE campaign is grateful to see some of the recommendations of the Workgroup on
Expediting Rental Assistance (WERA) included in H.F. 4194, including, developing an assessment of the need
for rental assistance, working with administrators to simplify the application process, developing guidance to
support flexibility to documentation requirements, ensuring language access compliance, and developing
e-signature options. We encourage the committee to continue to seek opportunities to implement the
remainder of the WERA recommendations, and we note our appreciation for the addition of language to
ensure emergency rental assistance processes are people-centered, culturally responsive, and trauma-informed.

The Minnesota ERASE Campaign (End Rental Arrears and Stop Evictions) is an effort to eliminate rental
indebtedness, prevent evictions, and create support for long-term policy changes to end housing instability
and homelessness. Co-convenors of the campaign include ACER (African Career Education Resource);
Housing Justice Center, and MHP (Minnesota Housing Partnership.



Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Nelima Sitati Munene, Executive Director
African Career Education & Resource Inc.

Margaret Kaplan, President
Housing Justice Center

Elizabeth Glidden, Deputy Executive Director
Minnesota Housing Partnership



April 15, 2024

The Honorable Lindsey Port

Chair, Housing and Homelessness Prevention Committee

3213 Minnesota Senate Bldg.

St Paul, MN 55155

The Honorable Mike Howard

Chair, Housing Finance and Policy Committee

473 State Office Building

St Paul, MN 55155

Via email

Re: Brief Life Stories on the Importance of Rental Assistance

Dear Chair Port, Chair Howard, and the House and Homelessness Prevention Committee of the Senate
and the Housing Finance and Policy Committee of the House:

We share here brief “Life Stories from the World of Subsidized Housing" that have been compiled with
permission by the St Paul Chapter of the Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing (MICAH)
Names are changed for anonymity.

Andrea
is a young American black woman who had a two bedroom apartment on Section 8, living with her two
young sons. When her boys went to foster care she was displaced from her home; now, the “system”
says she does not have enough bedrooms for her boys to return home to her. Rental assistance would
enable reunification. Her hope when they come home to stay is that her family will never be separated
again.

Tamika
is a community leader in a primarily African-American community who received her Section 8 voucher
when her four children were young. She still needs it today, because she is caring for her grandchild with
seizure disorder. Her use of rental assistance has been long term. She does not wish to own her own
home but wishes there weren't so many re-qualification requirements annually to maintain her rental
assistance.

Jennifer
lives in a not-for-profit LIHTC building that is more affordable than market rent, but the rent is still to high
for her income. For several years her entire social security check went to the rent. Her subsidy is
inconsistent. She would like to buy a home with a Section 8 voucher so her family of eight children and
two grandchildren could live together.



Martine
is a rural resident whose landlord accepts Section 8 housing choice vouchers. Her county, however, does
not maintain a waiting list for residents who need rental assistance; you either get assistance when you
apply or, more likely, do not. nor hope of one. She owes her landlord several thousand dollars and who
is, so far, letting her stay. To stay put she needs rental assistance. She would like to own some land one
day to call her own and live under her own powers.

Sarah
is currently without the medical or mental support that she needs as a survivor of domestic violence. She
is trying to move but does not have rental assistance and has nowhere to go. Her housing was tied to her
medical coverage. She needs a subsidy urgently. She has owned her own home and would like to do so
again one day.

Lauren
is elderly and lives in a combination LIHTC and Section 8 vouchered building. She has been displaced
three times despite having the voucher and finds the fear of that happening again exhausting. Her
subsidy feels unstable. She would like to use her Section 8 voucher to get into home ownership as she
had when she was daycare and foster care licensed.

Thank you for allowing us to share these stories about the importance of rental assistance. Please
contact John Slade at slade@micah.org or Linda Soderstrom at llsod.lindalee@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

MICAH St Paul Chapter

mailto:slade@micah.org
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April 16, 2024 
 
Chair Howard and Members, Housing Finance and Policy Committee: 
 
Metro Cities, representing the shared interests of cities across the metropolitan area, appreciates the opportunity 
to comment on provisions in HF 4194 – Howard, as amended, the omnibus Housing Finance bill.   
 
Metro Cities supports the capital appropriation of $50 million for Housing Infrastructure Bonds included in HF 
4194. Housing Infrastructure Bonds leverage local, federal, and private investments and spur development in our 
communities. These are used to develop and preserve permanent and supportive housing, preserve federally 
assisted rental housing, provide affordable housing for our seniors, finance housing with rents affordable to 
households with incomes at or below 50% AMI, and support the acquisition and rehabilitation of foreclosed or 
abandoned property.  
 
Metro Cities supports increased, sustainable, and adequate state funding for programs that serve a range of 
housing needs. This includes robust funding for the Community Stabilization program to preserve naturally 
occurring affordabile housing, as well as the Housing Infrastructure program.  
 
Metro Cities supports the inclusion of language in Article 3 section 1 which prohibits landlords from discriminating 
against a tenant based on their source of income.  
 
First, second, and third-class metropolitan cities receiving local affordable housing aid are planning for how to use 
their housing aid to advance local affordable housing efforts. Metro Cities acknowledges language in Article 2, 
section 37 that would require cities receiving this aid to submit an annual report on locally funded housing 
expenditures. The reporting requirement will increase administrative and staff costs for local governments, and as 
such, Metro Cities would encourage consideration of a sunset date for the reporting requirement for locally funded 
housing expenditures. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this letter.  
 
Sincerely, 

  
Ania McDonnell 
Government Relations Specialist 



 

 

 

 

April 15, 2024 

Members of the House Housing Finance and Policy Committee: 

Housing has long been a top concern of NAMI Minnesota members. A lack of safe and affordable 

housing is one of the most powerful barriers to recovery. When this basic need isn’t met, people cycle 

in and out of homelessness, jails, shelters, and hospitals. That’s especially evident in Minnesota, where 

we are in the midst of an unprecedented housing crisis. 

Therefore, we would like to express our support of several provisions of the housing finance omnibus 

bill. We strongly support funding for the Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance program. 

We also support policies for expediting rental assistance. Social Security Income is the only income of 

many people with mental illnesses and there are zero housing markets in the United States where a 

person living solely on SSI can afford a safe apartment without rental assistance. Ensuring people have 

prompt access to housing helps people be able to focus on recovery from a mental illness and also 

waiting long periods for housing could easily trigger mental health crises. 

Finally, we support Article 3, Section 1 banning discrimination based on housing assistance. 

Discrimination against people who receive public assistance is discrimination against people with 

disabilities or mental illnesses. You could not refuse to hire or educate a person because they were 

receiving public assistance – why should a landlord refuse to rent to someone receiving housing 

assistance? 

Thank you for your consideration and please consider us a resource on all issues pertaining to the 

intersection of mental illnesses and housing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sue Abderholden, MPH    Sarah Knispel, MSW 

Executive Director     Public Policy Coordinator 
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