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Tiered System Criteria
Freight Routes

< 9 Ton Routes

County 9 - 10 Ton Routes
Proposed Freight Routes
Conceptual 10-Ton Network

< 9 Ton Routes

County 9 - 10 Ton Routes
Proposed Freight Routes
Conceptual 10-Ton Network

< 9 Ton Routes

County 9 - 10 Ton Routes
Proposed Freight Routes
Conceptual 10-Ton Network

Refinement and
Verification*

Tiered Maintenance Description

PLATINUM:

These routes are the backbone of the County’s
network. Common traits of these routes include:
typically having higher traffic volumes, are on the
current or proposed freight network, and provide
connectivity to MnDOT’s roadway network and
population centers throughout the County. Platinum
priority routes, totaling 379 miles (35%), would be
targeted for the highest maintenance standards and
schedules.

GOLD:

This second tier of routes, totaling 280 miles (26%),
serves mid-level traffic volumes, lower freight move-
ments, and connectivity throughout Otter Tail County
by linking to the Platinum Routes. While Gold Routes
generally function at a lower classification than Plat-
inum Routes, they are regionally significant due to
the additional connectivity. These routes would have
mid-level maintenance standards and schedules.

SILVER:

This tier, making up 251 miles (23%) of the
roadway network, serves lower traffic, decreased
freight movements, and provides relatively short
connections between Platinum and Gold Routes.
These routes generally function at a lower
classification and would have lower maintenance
standards and longer schedules.

Tiered Maintenance
Performance Metrics

1st seal coat applied at year 3 after any
major repair

2nd seal coat applied 7 years after 1st seal
coat

Apply major repair before PQI reaches 65
Overall average PQI cannot be lower than
80

1st seal coat applied at year 3 after any
major repair

2nd seal coat applied 7 years after 1st seal
coat

Apply major repair before PQIl reaches 50
Overall average PQI cannot be lower than
75

1st seal coat applied at year 3 after any
major repair

2nd seal coat applied 10 years after 1st
seal coat

Apply major repair before PQI reaches 35
Overall average PQI cannot be lower than
70

< 9 Ton Routes

BRONZE:

These roadways totaling 160 miles (15%), have the
lowest traffic volume, restricted weight limits, and low
functional classification. These routes would receive
the lowest maintenance and may be recommended
for an alternate surface or a turnback.

Apply preservation methods before PQI
reaches 25

Overall average PQI cannot be lower than
60

*Refinement and Verification Process:

Evaluation of the current system includes proposed future turnbacks, which will be maintained at the appropriate tier until turned back to local jurisdiction

* Tiered system analysis findings were supplemented by local knowledge to verify route terminus, rankings, and “smoothing” of routes.
* Minor adjustments were made to ensure all cities located within Otter Tail County had at least one Platinum Route, Gold Route, or connection to the Trunk Highway System.
* Future additions to the tiered maintenance system will be evaluated based on the identified criteria, at the time of transfer.
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