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Mission
Serving all communities to build a safer 
Minnesota.

Commissioner Bob Jacobson

Department of Public Safety 



One Minnesota Budget

The Walz-Flanagan Administration is working together 
across agencies to make Minnesota the best state for 
kids and families.

• That’s why Governor Walz and Lieutenant Governor Flanagan’s 
2023 One Minnesota Budget invested in multiple public safety 
initiatives and provided $300 million in public safety aid. 
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Implementation Updates 

State Fire Marshal Division

• Increased funding for Hazardous Material Response Teams, Bomb 
Squads, Task Force 1, Task Force 2, Air Rescue.

• Increased funds available to local fire departments to provide firefighter 
training.

DPS Administrative Programs

• Line of Duty Death Benefit has been expanded to cover suicide linked to 
PTSD.  

• Currently undergoing rulemaking to finalize the expansion of the soft body 
armor program to add firefighters and EMS.

Cannabis Automated Expungements

• $2.8 million appropriated to make technical changes to state Criminal History 
System to
automatically expunge cannabis-related offenses.

Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement

• Made technology upgrades funded to ensure data security for the 
criminal justice information system.

Homeland Security and Emergency Management

• Awarding an additional $250,000 in nonprofit security grants. 

• Hiring more emergency preparedness staff to help ensure the
state is ready and prepared for any disaster.

• Broke ground on the new State Emergency Operations Center.

Missing and Murdered Black Women and Girls Office

• New director starts Wednesday, March 28. Planning and hiring of additional 
staff to begin soon after.



Implementation Updates 

OJP Grants

• $62 million in grants to 174 organizations providing services to victims of 
crime.

• $14 million in grants to 99 organizations providing Youth Intervention Program 
services.

• $31 million in grants to 115 organizations working on Community Crime 
Intervention and Prevention programs.

• Intensive Comprehensive Peace Officer Education and Training and Pathways 
to policing grants awarded soon.

Minnesota Sexual Assault Payment Program

• Launching an electronic payment system and onboarding new staff in the 
next month to administer this program, provide technical assistance and 
training.

Emergency Communication Networks

• Distributed $7 million to local public safety answering points to assist with 
upgrades to the next generation of 911.

BCA Violent Crime Reduction Strategy & Teams

• $15 million appropriated for improving forensic evidence testing through new 

forensic intelligence capabilities.

• Adding a new Violent Crime investigative unit.

• Increasing criminal information analytics and operational support.

• Partnering with local law enforcement agencies to reduce violent crime in 

Minnesota.

Decrease Forensic Evidence Turnaround Times

• $4.5 million appropriated to reduce evidence testing times to under 90 days, 
particularly in DNA, firearms, and digital evidence examinations.



State Fire Marshal

Mission

SFM strengthens Minnesota fire-safe 

environments by providing statewide leadership 

and​ guidance in support of fire and life safety 

policy, enforcement, prevention, and education.

State Fire Marshal
Daniel Krier



State Fire Marshal Budget

Non responsible party fund

• The Governor recommends updating the non responsible party fund to 
include all state emergency response teams. This will add the Urban Search 
and Rescue & Minnesota Air Rescue Teams.

• Teams are local fire departments and State Trooper, contracted through the 
State Fire Marshal office.

• Funds have been provided from the Fire Safety Account for incidents when 
a responsible party cannot be located and billed for services.

• Definition of Urban Search and Rescue updated to match nationally 
recognized language.
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Office of Justice Programs

Mission

Provides leadership and resources to reduce 

crime, improve the functioning of the criminal 

justice system and assist crime victims. 

To accomplish this, OJP administers grants; 

provides training and technical assistance; 

provides research and data; works to protect 

crime victims’ rights; and provides 

reparations benefits to victims of violent crime.

Director Kate Weeks



OJP Budget 

Crime Victim Services-$10 million

• The Governor recommends an additional $10 million dollar investment for crime victim service funding.

• OJP granted out approximately $63 million dollars for crime victim services last fall. This investment helped 
address a decrease in federal funding and was able to keep stable funding for services across Minnesota until 
October 2025.

• OJP has heard from multiple organizations that additional funding is needed as the cost of providing 
services continues to grow.

Youth Intervention Programs

• The Governor recommends allowing up to 10% of Youth Intervention Program funding to be used for grant 
administration and financial compliance requirements.



Bureau of Criminal Apprehension

Mission

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension prevents, 

investigates and solves crimes in collaboration 

with our criminal justice partners.

Superintendent Drew Evans



BCA Capital Bonding Projects  

Governor recommends $48 million to build new regional office and laboratory in Mankato

• Legislature approved funding to design and purchase land for the Mankato regional office and laboratory in May 2023.

• Pre-design complete.

• State purchased a 5.87-acre parcel of land in Mankato for the new facility in December 2023.

Governor recommends $4 million for design costs to expand Bemidji office and laboratory

• Pre-design completed in 2021.



Need for New Mankato Facility and Bemidji Expansion

Crime trends have shifted and increased over last decade

• Testing of sexual assault kits now required by law.

• Digital evidence unheard of 10 years ago.

• Methamphetamine and opioid abuse rampant in communities.

• Internet crimes have added to child abuse and human trafficking cases.

Forensic evidence testing increasing exponentially

• Evidence submissions for DNA analysis have increased 200% in  last decade.

• Controlled substance submissions have nearly doubled over the last five years.

• Digital media evidence analysis increased by 122% between 2017 and 2021.
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Deficiency of Space for Necessary Equipment
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Southern Minnesota BCA Regional Office and Laboratory

Additional facility to meet the needs of criminal justice partners

• Provide investigative, laboratory and training services at regional level in southern Minnesota.

• Eliminate local agency time and resources to transport items to BCA headquarters in St. Paul.

• Reduce turnaround time for evidence testing.

Operational needs for additional facility

• St. Paul headquarters over capacity by approximately 150 staff.

• Plan to relocate > 20 staff.

• Highly technical services with unique instrumentation, equipment, storage and security requirements.
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Special Agents Tripled in Just One Office & Overcrowding
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Southern Minnesota BCA Regional Office and Laboratory
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Minnesota Department of Public Safety

Questions? 
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