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Community Mental Health Services

Representative jenm’fer Schultz, Chair
Human Services ‘Po(icy & Finance Committee
Minnesota House of "Re)oresenmtives
February 23, 2021

Dear Chair Schultz and Committee Members

On behalf of Woodland Centers, 1 am sending this letter to support Representative Vang’s House File
970 - Cuftumf(y infornwc( behavioral health training requirements and cuftum([y diverse worEforce

c&wefoynwnt sujyort

Woodland Centers is a Jorivate non—}arqfit 501(c)(3) organization. We are a comjm‘eﬁensive community
mental health center established in 1958. We serve seven rural counties in the west central region of
Minnesota - Cﬁi}gpewa, Big Stone, ‘Kanc[iyoﬁi, Lac Qui Parle, Meeker, Renville, and Swift - with
offices in each of those counties. Woodland Centers catchment area encompasses approximately 5000
square miles with a population of approximately 114,000. In 2020, Woodland Centers served
ayproxi11tatefy 6,050 uncfu}a[icated'i-ncfividhafs whose ages mngerf from 1 to 99. Woodland Centers’
mission is to support ]aeqafe of all ages in ﬁ'ndi’ng Fw}% and’recovery. Our core values are wi[fingncss
(we do what it taEes), ﬁnowfec@e (we seek to understand, learn and gmw) and &zacfersﬁi}» (we in.ipire
cﬁange). At Woodland Centers, we believe connections tmnsform [ives. We create connections B_y

partnering, serving and empowering each other in order to inspire courage, ﬁoye and (asting cﬁange.

As a community mental (and chemical) health program and scgfety net yrovi:fer, Woodland Centers

serves c(ients ancf commumnities wﬁo WO‘H[J not ﬁas access to menta( CL’HC( cﬁemica[ fwaftﬁ care.

Our smff are Eey/ critical to our aﬁifity to yrovicfe ﬁigﬁ qua(ity care to our clients and communities.
Our entire behavioral health system is facing a worﬁforce crisis, with more }arovicfers retiring than are
coming into the ﬁ’efci The sﬂortage is yarticufar(y true for our communities of color, whose members
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face even more barriers to accessing care and inequities. Woodland Centers supports HF 970’
proposal to further ofiversgfy our workforce through more c{iversity training and increased funcfing/
investment into education and training supports to allow more students and workers from
communities of color to enter the mental health workforce.

Most importantly, the bill -
" convenes a workgroup to address barriers in the current professional licensure process and
consider an alternative licensure Joatﬁway.
. exyancfs the afefinition of a mental health _practitioner to include students comy[eting
intemsﬁi}os while in their programs (gmcfuate or una&zrgmcfuate). This way students,
Jaarticu[arfy non-traditional students with famifies and children, do not have to choose between
compfeti‘ng their c[egree and maléing wages to feecf their famiﬁ’es. This also allows agencies to

hire more mental health practitioners, under a wider net cf eﬁ’giﬁifity.

All the }myoosafs in HF 970 are a first step, but an important first step, to Em’nging more diverse
stcﬂ candidates into the mental and chemical health ﬁ’e(c(s. Thank you for your consideration and

support of the mental health care needs of our diverse communities and our mental health care system
in ‘Minnesota. Please support House File 970.

Sincere[:y

As Y 'K]os, G’sy@, LP
CEO
Woodland Centers
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