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VailPlace

Representative Tina Liebling, Chair
Health Finance & Policy Committee
Minnesota House of Representatives
March 21, 2023

Dear Chair Liebling and Committee Members

On behalf of Vail Place, | am sending this letter to support Representative Reyer’s House File 346 — 35% bridge increase
to outpatient mental health and substance use disorder Medical Assistance rates.

We are in a more severe mental health and SUD care access crisis coming out of the global pandemic than before. At
the root of this crisis is the lack of sustainable reimbursement funding for our mental health and SUD care safety net.
Costs of delivering care and sustaining staff salaries, benefits, facilities infrastructure and meeting state regulations
have increased exponentially. But, Medical Assistance (Medicaid) reimbursements — the core source of funding for our
MN mental health and SUD treatment system — have not been increased for a decade and do not include a way to keep
up with inflation.

Community mental health providers and programs are striving to keep up with the need for mental health and SUD

care, while being reflective and highly responsive to the individuals, families and communities we serve across the

state. This work comes with many rewards and challenges — financial, sustainability and human impacts, including:
e Waiting lists for intake and treatment more nearly two months long

Unfilled staff positions

Competitive market salaries increasing by up to 30%

Compounded regulatory forms and reporting

Required facilities upgrades

The reimbursement rates are inadequate and have not been changed for a decade. Vail Place supports our partners
working towards movement in this area.

Please support increasing our MA rates for mental health and SUD care —this is foundational to solving our mental
health and SUD crisis in Minnesota. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Karina Forrest Perkins, President and Executive Director

“I feel very cared for ot Vail Place”

- Carla, Vail Ploce Clubhouse Member
“The sense o"ccmmunify, that I'm no! )
alone in this. What I like most is it helps 23 - 8th Avenue South, Hopkins, MN 55343
me fo talk to cther people and if's 952.938.9622 « 952.938.7934 fax

validating tha! we're all in this together.”
~ Vail Ploce Clubhouse Member
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