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Parks and Trails Legacy Partner Agencies

Greater Minnesota Regional Parks 
and Trails Commission

Metropolitan Council
Metropolitan Regional Parks and Trails

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Parks and Trails Division

The Parks and Trails Legacy Fund focuses on parks 
and trails of state and regional significance.



Minnesota voters passed the Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment to the Minnesota Constitution in 
2008. The Legacy Amendment is funded from a three-
eighths of one percent increase to the state sales tax 
with revenue dedicated to:
1. protect, enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, 

rivers, and streams, groundwater from degradation, 
and to protect drinking water sources;

2. restore, protect, and enhance wetlands, prairies, 
forest and habitat for fish, game, and wildlife;

3. support arts, arts education and arts access, and to 
preserve Minnesota's history and cultural heritage;

4. support parks and trails of regional or statewide 
significance.

Legacy Amendment revenue 
is distributed into four funds.

Parks and Trails Legacy Fund… one of four Legacy Funds



Minnesota 25-Year Parks and Trails Legacy Plan

VISION: In 2035, our world-class parks and trails 

connect everyone to the outdoors… 

• Every Minnesotan has a strong 

connection to natural resource-based 

parks and trails throughout the state.

• Young people, families, and seniors are 

active outdoors and as a result are 

healthy.

• Minnesotans who have traditionally not 

participated as much at parks and trails 

are active outdoors and feel welcome.



Minnesota 25-Year Parks and Trails Legacy Plan

PILLARS: Strategic Priorities for the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund… 

Connect People and the Outdoors

Take Care of What We Have Coordinate Among Partners

Acquire Land, Create Opportunities



Engage Minnesotans in a Shared Outdoor Recreation Legacy

• Parks and Trails Legacy 
Advisory Committee 

• Advance joint projects with 
partners (user-friendly 
websites, trail projects, 
joint research, etc.)

• Welcoming and accessible 
parks and trails



Covid-19 Pandemic Impact
Minnesotans value the outdoors and natural resources 
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Metropolitan 
Regional Park 
System

LisaBeth Barajas 

Executive Director 

Community Development

Metropolitan Council
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Collaboration 
and cooperation

10 Regional Parks 
Implementing Agencies

• Anoka County

• Carver County

• Dakota County

• Ramsey County

• Scott County

• Washington County

• Bloomington

• Minneapolis Park & 
Recreation Board

• Saint Paul

• Three Rivers Park District
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Regional park 
system
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Parks & Trails Fund – Minnesota’s Legacy

Distribution

State statute allocates funding for 
metropolitan regional parks into two areas 

• 10 implementing agencies

• 90% distributed non-competitively by 
legislative formula 

• 10% dedicated for land acquisition, 
distributed on a first-come-first-
served basis.

• Metropolitan Council matches 
acquisition funds $2 for every $3

Como Regional Park, Saint Paul
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Parks & Trails Fund – Minnesota’s Legacy

Selection process

• Selected by each of the 10 
locally elected boards or 
commissions

• Projects reviewed by Met 
Council 

• Consistency with park 
and trail plans 

• Proposed projects meet 
all state guidelines and 
requirements.

Schulze Lake, Lebanon Hills Regional Park, Dakota County
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Parks and Trails Legacy Plan

Connecting People and the 
Outdoors

Creating welcoming introductory experiences

Acquiring Land

A critical resource for acquisitions throughout 
the Metro Area

FY 2020-2022

• Acres – 375 

acquired

• Legacy Funds 
$4.6 Million

• Council match
$3.2 Million

• Local match
$2.6 Million

2023 Nordic Opener, Elm Creek Park 

Reserve Three Rivers Park District

Mississippi Gateway Regional 

Park, Three Rivers Park 

District
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Parks and Trails Legacy Plan

Creating Opportunities

A story of transformation

Taking Care of What We Have

Creating inviting community assets

Indian Mounds Regional Park, Saint Paul Ravine Landing Visitor Center, Cottage Grove Ravine 

Regional Park Washington County
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Parks and Trails Legacy Allocations 
FY2022 – 2025

Agency FY22/23 FY24/25 Total

Anoka $              3,627,217 $             4,305,589 $              7,932,806 

Bloomington $                  698,738 $                829,417 $              1,528,155 

Carver $                  869,179 $             1,031,735 $              1,900,914 

Dakota $              3,175,532 $             3,769,428 $              6,944,961 

MPRB $              9,416,222 $          11,177,269 $            20,593,492 

Ramsey $              3,430,503 $             4,072,085 $              7,502,589 

Saint Paul $              5,073,556 $             6,022,426 $            11,095,982 

Scott $              1,490,521 $             1,769,282 $              3,259,803 

Three Rivers $              9,606,859 $          11,403,559 $            21,010,417 

Washington $              2,086,573 $             2,476,809 $              4,563,381 

PAOF Program 10% $              4,386,100 $             5,206,400 $              9,592,500 

Total $            43,861,000 $          52,064,000 $            95,925,000 

FY24/25 agency shares are estimated and subject to change based on updated inputs



Parks and Trails Legacy Fund: DNR Overview

Ann Pierce   |   Director, Division of Parks and Trails



Minnesota State Parks and Trails

State Parks and Recreation Areas
• 75 State Parks and Recreation Areas 
• Nearly 5,000 camping and lodging units
• 240,000 acres of land managed

State Forest Recreation Areas
• 43 state forest campgrounds
• 12 state forest horse 

campgrounds 
• 29 forest day-use areas

State and Grant-in-Aid (GIA) Trails
• 25 state trails
• 1,500 miles of developed state trails
• 3,600 miles of hiking, biking, horse, and 

motorized trails within state parks, 
state recreation areas, and state forests

• 24,600 miles of Grant-in-aid trails 
(snowmobile, OHV, and ski)

Water Recreation
• 35 state water trails
• 1,700 public water 

accesses
• 360 fishing piers



Minnesota State Parks and Trails

Connect People and the Outdoors 

Multi-Cultural MarketingLibrary Pass Program

I Can!... Programs



Minnesota State Parks and Trails

Minnesota State Parks and Trails

Take Care of What We Have

Temperance River State Park – New Shower Building
Park users expect clean, modern, family-friendly and 
climate-friendly facilities. 

Glacial Lakes State Trail within Sibley State Park
Legacy funds provide supplemental funds to make 
safe, accessible and welcoming trail projects possible

Create Opportunities



Minnesota State Parks and Trails

Create Opportunities

Shipwreck Creek Campground at 
Split Rock Light House State Park
Opened June 1, 2022



DNR Parks and Trails Legacy Investment Process

Review 
Outcomes 

& 
Alignment

Early 
Strategic 

Discussions

Set New 
Priorities 

& 
Objectives

Program & 
Project 

Priorities

Develop 
Project 

List

Develop 
Biennial 
Portfolio 

March-
June

June -
September

September 
- November



FY24/25 DNR Parks and Trails Legacy Allocation 

* Funding for the Coordinate with Partners pillar is appropriated separately from the DNR Legacy budget.

Legacy Pillar
FY24/25 
Dollars

FY24/25 
Percent

FY22/23 
Dollars

FY22/23 
Percent

Connect People to the 
Outdoors

$9,605,808 20.50% $7,894,980 20.00%

Acquire Land and Create 
Opportunities

$8,200,080 17.50% $7,894,980 20.00%

Take Care of What We Have $29,051,712 62.00% $23,684,940 60.00%

Total DNR Parks and Trails $46,857,600 100% $39,474,900 100%

Coordinate with Partners * $1,314,000 N/A $1,024,000 N/A



Greater Minnesota 
Regional Parks and 
Trails Commission

Renee Mattson

Executive Director



About the Commission

6 Districts across 80-Counties

13 Commissioners Appointed by the Governor
2 in each District and 1 At-Large

74 Facilities
35 Natural Resource Based Parks
24 Regional Trails 
15 Special Features

20 Designation Eligible Facilities



How to Achieve Regionally Significant Designation 

• Application reviewed by 5-member Evaluation Team 
and ranked High, Medium or Low.  High ranked 
applications are invited to submit a qualified Master 
Plan

• Staff review plan for completeness and eligibility and 
conduct a site visit of the facility.  Evaluation Team 
review of the Master Plan and criteria scoring.  
Commissioners review and deliberation for regional 
designation.

• Annual funding applications are submitted for 
regionally impactful components as described in the 
Master Plan. Staff conduct site visits and
score applications based on established
criteria.  Commissioners review, comment
and determine priority list.



Grant Funding Selection Process 





Greater Minnesota Regional System



Thank You

Questions?


