
SMOKING REMAINS THE LEADING CAUSE OF 
PREVENTABLE DEATH AND DISEASE IN MINNESOTA.

•	 If used as intended, cigarettes will kill more than half  
their users.1,2 

•	 More than 6,300 Minnesotans die each year from tobacco use.3

•	 The annual cost of smoking in Minnesota is estimated to 
be over $7 billion: more than $3 billion in excess health care 
costs and $4 billion in lost productivity.4

•	 An estimated 574,000 Minnesota adults still smoke and 
need help quitting.6

•	 In particular, the tobacco industry continues to profit 
from addiction and disease disproportionately borne by 
the communities they target – including LGBTQ+, Black, 
American Indian and other communities of color. 

•	 In Minnesota, smoking rates among American Indians are 
at epidemic levels (59 percent).7 

•	 Lowering smoking rates and easing health disparities 
would create improved health outcomes, reduced 
inequities and lower health care costs that would benefit  
all Minnesotans. 

THE JUUL LAWSUIT PRESENTS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
INVEST MORE STATE FUNDS IN TOBACCO PREVENTION 
AND TREATMENT. 

•	 Minnesota is a leader in holding Big Tobacco accountable. 
In the 1990s, the state took an aggressive approach to 
suing the tobacco industry for the health and economic 
harms caused by their deadly products.

•	 In 2020, the State of Minnesota sued JUUL, Altria and four 
of its subsidiaries, taking a stand to protect consumers and 
the health of Minnesota’s kids.8 

•	 JUUL developed sleek-looking products with menthol and 
candy flavors designed to appeal to kids, with sky-high 
nicotine levels to addict users. Each JUUL 5-percent pod 
contains more nicotine than a pack of cigarettes.9 

•	 Investigations have found that JUUL used several pages 
from Big Tobacco’s playbook and targeted kids as young as 
eight with a marketing program including summer  
camp, school programs and hundreds of social  
media influencers.10

•	 Minnesota should prioritize any funds from the JUUL 
lawsuit for commercial tobacco prevention and treatment. 
JUUL settlement funds should help address the lasting 
impact of the e-cigarette epidemic and ease lasting health 
impacts of Big Tobacco’s unjust targeting.

BIG TOBACCO CONTINUES TO AGGRESSIVELY MARKET TO 
RECRUIT REPLACEMENT SMOKERS. 

•	 Each year in Minnesota, the tobacco industry spends more 
than $100 million promoting their deadly products, not 
including e-cigarette ads.12

•	 Youth vaping remains at epidemic levels. An estimated 2.55 
million American students use e-cigarettes.14

•	 In Minnesota, one in seven (14 percent) of 11th-grade 
students and seven percent of 8th-grade students reported 
currently using e-cigarettes in 2022.15

•	 The CDC recommends that Minnesota spend $53 million 
per year to have an effective, comprehensive tobacco 
control program.16 Minnesota is only spending a fraction  
of that recommended amount. 

•	 The state of Minnesota collected nearly $800 million in 
tobacco taxes and settlement fees last year, but less 
than 1.5% ($11.7 million) of that was spent on tobacco 
prevention and treatment.

•	 The 2020 Statewide Tobacco Survey found that 64 percent 
of Minnesota residents support increasing state funding for 
youth tobacco prevention by $15 million a year.17

•	 As Big Tobacco continues to work hard to addict future 
generations with e-cigarettes and other tobacco products, 
the need for funding for commercial tobacco prevention 
and treatment programs has never been greater.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TO LEARN MORE OR TO GET INVOLVED, VISIT
www.smokefreegenmn.org

FUNDING TOBACCO PREVENTION  
AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS  
Minnesotans agree: We can do more to prevent kids from becoming addicted and provide  
quit-tobacco support to all Minnesotans, especially those targeted by the tobacco industry. 
Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation supports increasing public investments in tobacco prevention  

and treatment efforts.



INVESTMENTS IN TOBACCO PREVENTION AND TREATMENT 
SAVE THOUSANDS OF LIVES AND BILLIONS OF DOLLARS.  

•	 Minnesota’s comprehensive investments in tobacco 
prevention and treatment have saved thousands of lives 
and billions of dollars. 

•	 Since 1999, adult smoking prevalence in Minnesota fell  
by 37.5 percent, from 22.1 percent in 1999 to 13.8 percent 
in 2018.19

•	 Youth smoking has declined 70 percent.20 In the latest 
Minnesota Student Survey, combustible cigarette use fell 
to the lowest levels ever recorded.21

•	 Continuing tobacco prevention investments at the same or 
higher levels will save Minnesota more than 14,000 lives 
and $10 billion in health costs.22

TO LEARN MORE OR TO GET INVOLVED, VISIT
www.smokefreegenmn.org

@smokefreegenMN /smokefreegenMN @smokefreegenMN

Our Mission
Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation is a coalition of over 50 organizations that share a common goal of advancing 
justice by striving toward a future where every person is free from commercial tobacco’s harms and can reach their full 

health potential. 

Note: Tobacco in this document refers specifically to the use of manufactured, commercial tobacco products, and not to 
the sacred, medicinal and traditional use of tobacco by American Indians and other groups. 

1�Prabhat Jha, M.D., Chinthanie Ramasundarahettige, M.Sc., Victoria Landsman, Ph.D., et al 21st-Century Hazards of Smoking and Benefits of Cessation 
in the United States. N Engl J Med. 2013.

2�Banks E, Joshy G, Weber MF, et al. Tobacco smoking and all-cause mortality in a large Australian cohort study: findings from a mature epidemic with 
current low smoking prevalence. BMC Medicine. 2015. doi:10.1186/s12916-015-0281-z.

3Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota. Health Care Costs and Smoking in Minnesota. January 2017.
4Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota. Health Care Costs and Smoking in Minnesota. January 2017.
5ClearWay Minnesota, Minnesota Department of Health. Minnesota Adult Tobacco Survey, 2018 Update. 2019.
6ClearWay Minnesota, Minnesota Department of Health. Minnesota Adult Tobacco Survey, 2018 Update. 2019.
7American Indian Community Tobacco Projects. Tribal Tobacco Use Project Survey, Statewide American Indian Community Report. 2013.
8State of Minnesota vs. JUUL LABS et al. Filed on Dec 12, 2020. https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Communications/2020/docs/JUUL_Complaint.pdf
9Jackler RK, Ramamurthi D. Nicotine arms race: JUUL and the high-nicotine product market. Tob Control. 2019.
10�Juul Bought Ads Appearing on Cartoon Network and Other Youth Sites, Suit Claims.” New York Times. Feb 12 2020. https://www.nytimes.

com/2020/02/12/health/juul-vaping-lawsuit.html 
11�Jackler, RK. et. al. “JUUL Advertising Over its First Three Years on the Market.” January 2019. https://tobacco-img.stanford.edu/wp-content/up-

loads/2021/07/21231836/JUUL_Marketing_Stanford.pdf
12Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. Broken Promises to our Children. https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/what-we-do/us/statereport/minnesota 
13�Data Highlights from the 2017 Minnesota Youth Tobacco Survey. https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/tobacco/data/docs/2017mytshighlights.

pdf. Published 2018. Accessed 12/16/20.
14�Cooper M, Park-Lee E, Ren C, Cornelius M, Jamal A, Cullen KA. E-cigarette Use Among Middle and High School Students — United States, 2022. 

MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2022, Notes from the Field: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7140a3-H.pdf
15Minnesota Department of Health. 2022 Minnesota Student Survey.
16�U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs – 2014. Atlanta: U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, 2014.
17�The Morris Leatherman Company: Statewide Issues Survey, January 2020. Tobacco Issues. https://www.smokefreegenmn.org/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/02/2020-Statewide-Tobacco-Survey-Summary.pdf.
18�Maciosek MV, LaFrance AB, St Claire A, Xu Z, Brown M, Schillo BA. Twenty-year health and economic impact of reducing cigarette use: Minnesota 

1998-2017. Tob Control. 2019.
19�ClearWay Minnesota and Minnesota Department of Health. Minnesota Adult Tobacco Survey: Tobacco Use in Minnesota: 2018 Update. January 2019.
20�Maciosek MV, LaFrance AB, St Claire A, Xu Z, Brown M, Schillo BA. Twenty-year health and economic impact of reducing cigarette use: Minnesota 

1998-2017. Tob Control. 2019.
21Minnesota Department of Health. 2022 Minnesota Student Survey. 
22�Maciosek et al, 2020. Projecting the future impact of past accomplishments in tobacco control. Tobacco Control. https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/con-

tent/early/2020/03/18/tobaccocontrol-2019-055487. 


