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COVID-19 Response Organizational Chart
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COVID-19 Pandemic Emergency 
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COVID-19 By the Numbers:  Minnesota  
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Minnesota Compared to our Neighbors: Cases
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Minnesota Compared to our Neighbors: Deaths
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Transition to Exponential Growth Happens 
with Little Warning
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Cases Spread Across Minnesota
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COVID 19:  A Serious Disease 
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“Corona Virus Hijacks the Body from Head to 
Toe, Perplexing Doctors” The Wall Street 
Journal, 5/7/2020

• COVID-19 “Long-haulers”

• ACE-2 receptors on many tissues

• Loss of taste and/or smell

• Encephalitis

• Cardiac disease and heart attacks

• Kidney disease

• COVID Toes

• Large vessel strokes in people ages 30-40 years old, 
particularly males

• Kawasaki-like disease in children, a multi-system 
inflammatory disease with vasculitis



Daily Case rate 
per 100,000

Average 
Daily Cases

Weekly 
Cases

Weekly New 
Admissions 

(4.9% of cases)

Weekly New ICU 
Stays 

(15.7% of 
admissions)

Weekly Health 
Care Workers -

Acute Care

Weekly Health 
Care Workers -

Congregate Care

Weekly 
Deaths 
(1.5% of 
cases)

10 550 3,850 190 30 200 140 60

15 800 5,600 280 40 290 210 80

20 1,100 7,700 380 60 400 290 110

30 1,700 11,900 590 90 630 450 170

40 2,200 15,400 760 120 810 580 220

50 2,800 19,600 970 150 1,030 730 290

60 3,300 23,100 1,140 180 1,210 860 340

75 4,100 28,700 1,420 220 1,510 1,070 420

100 5,500 38,500 1,900 300 2,020 1,440 560

150 8,300 58,100 2,870 450 3,050 2,170 850

Consequences Rise with Case Rates
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Current

Updated 1/19; Admissions and deaths based on specimen dates 11/15 to 12/15; health care workers based on MMWR week 51.



MN Public Health Risk Measures
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Source: https://mn.gov/covid19/data/response-
prep/public-health-risk-measures.jsp 
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Executive Orders
An Overview
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Policy Implementation and Cases
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Source: MDH COVID-19 Case data, current as of 1/19/21.
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Stay Safe MN
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One Minnesota | mn.gov/covid1919 1/21/2021

• Listen - to the best advice of the public 
health experts serving our state.

• Balance - the spread of COVID-19, the 
economy, and the personal well-being 
of all Minnesotans.

• Protect – our hospital capacity.

• Cautiously loosen restrictions –
to support communities, families, and 
small businesses.

The Stay Safe MN Approach



Stay Safe Guiding Principles

Protect public and worker health - limit morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19 

Protect hospital capacity

Give every business in Minnesota an opportunity to build our economy in a way that is safe, 
and builds consumer confidence

Integrate equity into the reopen design and the COVID-19 response - recognize that the 
negative health impacts have fallen disproportionally on communities of color
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Risk Predictors
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Goal – to prevent illness and mitigate the spread

How close 
are people 

to each 
other? 

How long 
are people 
together?

How 
predictable 

is the 
movement 
of people?

Are people 
masked?

How many 
households 
are mixing?

Are you 
indoors or 
outdoors?



Outreach and Engagement
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Regular Walz Administration Statewide Outreach 
Calls

• Restaurants, Bars,  and Breweries

• Large Venues, Hotels, 

• Small and Medium Entertainment

• Gyms and Fitness Organizations

• Cultural Organizations, museums

• Agricultural Groups

• Sports Organizations

• Chambers of Commerce, business leaders

• Religious Organizations, Faith Leaders

• Event Planners, Hospitality Groups



COVID-19 Preparedness Plans

✓Health screenings 

✓Social distancing  

✓Worker hygiene and source controls

✓Cleaning, disinfecting, and ventilation protocols

✓Administrative and occupancy controls

✓Communication and training for clients and customers

1/21/2021 23



Stay Safe Guidance

1/13/21 24Industry Guidance / StaySafeMN

https://staysafe.mn.gov/industry-guidance/index.jsp


Technical Assistance and Support
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• Initial Call to Describe Each EOs to 
sector stakeholders

• Statewide Webinars

• Presentations to Membership 
Organizations

• Individual Consultation

• Discussions on Future Designs
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Stay Safe MN Regulations
Compared to Other States
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State by State: Indoor Social Gathering

County Specific

Regulated

Not Regulated



State by State: Indoor Restaurant and Bar Service

County Specific

Regulated

Not Regulated



State by State: Gyms and Fitness

County Specific

Regulated

Not Regulated



State by State: Indoor Venues

County Specific

Regulated

Not Regulated
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Face Covering Requirement
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Face Covering Requirement:
Key Mitigation Strategy 

Executive Order 20-81 – Effective July 25, 2020

• People in Minnesota are required to wear a face covering 
in all indoor businesses and public indoor spaces, unless 
alone

• Workers are required to wear a face covering when 
working outdoors in situations where social distancing 
cannot be maintained
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State by State: Mask Mandate

County Specific

Regulated

Not Regulated



CDC Recommendations: 
Face Covering to Prevent Transmission of COVID-19

Masks are primarily intended to reduce the emission of virus-laden droplets -
especially relevant for asymptomatic, infected wearers who feel well and may be 
unaware of their infectiousness”

*Estimated to account for more than 50% of transmissions

Masks also help reduce inhalation of these droplets by the wearer - “filtration for 
personal protection”

1/13/21 34

Community benefit of masking for SARS-CoV-2 control 
is due to the combination of these effects; 

the benefit increases with increasing numbers of people 
using masks consistently and correctly.



CDC Brief on Face Coverings

Over 25 new studies done in 2020 
conclude the effectiveness of masking. 

COVID-19: Considerations for Wearing Masks | CDC

• Experimental and epidemiological data support community masking to 
reduce spread

• Encourages adoption of universal masking policies in combination with 
interventions like social distancing, hand hygiene, and adequate 
ventilation
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html


Minnesotans Wear Face Coverings
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June 1, 2020 January 15, 2021

47% 77%

63% Increase

Source:  COVID-19 (healthdata.org)

https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america/minnesota?view=mask-use&tab=trend
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