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May 5, 2022 
 
The Honorable Mary Kiffmeyer 
3103 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Scott J. Newman 
3105 Minnesota Senate Bldg.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Jeff R. Howe  
3231 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable John R. Jasinski  
3211 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable D. Scott Dibble  
2213 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

The Honorable Michael V. Nelson  
585 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Frank Hornstein  
545 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Mary Murphy  
343 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Erin Koegel  
445 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Jim Nash  
349 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
 
RE: HF4293 (Kiffmeyer) 
 
Members of the omnibus state government, transportation and veterans policy and supplemental 
appropriations conference committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on this important issue. The Union of Concerned Scientists 
(UCS) is the nation’s leading science-based nonprofit putting rigorous, independent science to work to 
solve our planet's most pressing problems. On behalf of UCS’s 6,800+ supporters in the state, we strongly 
support the Clean Car Minnesota program and we oppose legislation such as HF4293 (Kiffmeyer) that 
would repeal the program and jeopardize our health and welfare. 
 
Minnesota is already experiencing the impacts of climate change driven by combustion of fossil 
fuels.1 The state was recently deemed to have the strongest winter warming trend in the contiguous 
United States and projections show that these climate impacts will continue to worsen as long as 
carbon emissions continue to accumulate.2 The 2021 greenhouse gas inventory confirms that 
transportation sector is the largest source of global warming pollution in Minnesota.3 While emissions 
have decreased 7% compared to 2005 levels, the reductions have tapered off.4 We need to move 
forward on reducing emissions with commonsense policies like the Clean Cars Minnesota rules 
instead of making it harder to protect Minnesotans from harmful transportation pollution. We are 
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currently not on track to achieve climate goals such as the state’s Next Generation Energy Act;5 
legislators should reject bills such as S.F. 3975 (Kiffmeyer) that would only hold us back. 
 
Policies that promote transportation electrification, such as the Clean Cars Minnesota rules, are 
crucial because air pollution from vehicles on Minnesota’s roads today poses a significant and 
inequitable public health problem.6 The science is clear: no level of particulate matter (PM2.5) is safe 
to breathe.7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15 UCS modeling found that PM2.5 pollution burden from cars, trucks, and 
buses is inequitably distributed among racial and ethnic groups in the state.16 People of color 
experience an undeniable “pollution disadvantage.” Looking at the state as a whole, African 
Americans are exposed to 65 percent higher PM2.5 concentrations from on-road transportation than the 
average PM2.5 exposure for all Minnesotans.17  Latinx residents experience concentrations 28 percent 
higher than the average resident.18  At the same time, white residents have an average exposure that is 
9 percent lower than the average for the state.19  
 
The analysis also shows that less affluent households have a higher exposure to air pollution than more 
affluent households, although this disparity is not as pronounced among income brackets as it is among 
racial and ethnic groups.20 One of the most striking examples is in Hennepin County, where our analysis 
shows that the lower the income, the dirtier the air breathed by those households.21 Those earning less 
than an annual $20,000 breathe air that is 25 percent more polluted than the county average, while those 
earning more than $200,000 breathe air that is 15 percent cleaner than the county average.22 
 
Minnesota should use continue pursing clean vehicle policies to reverse a history of local, state, 
regional, and national decisions about transportation, housing, and land use that have led to and 
perpetuate inequitable air pollution burdens. Now is not the time to pump the breaks.  
 
In conclusion, UCS strongly supports the Clean Car Minnesota program. We urge Senators to vote no 
on HF4293 (Kiffmeyer) for the health and welfare of Minnesotans across the state. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Alyssa Tsuchiya 
Clean Transportation Program 
Union of Concerned Scientists | ucsusa.org 
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