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Support for HF2472: New program for systemic pesticide-treated seed established,
new account in agricultural fund established, and money appropriated.

Date: March 6, 2023
To: Minnesota House of Representatives, Agriculture Finance & Policy Chair Vang and
Committee Members.

We strongly support HF2472. Pollinator Friendly Alliance is a Minnesota conservation organization with a
membership of urban and rural residents, scientists, businesses, farmers and ecologists from around
Minnesota and beyond. We urge state legislators to step up in the absence of a fail-safe system to protect
our waters, land and people from pesticide seed contamination. This is not a big ask - to simply strengthen
the existing system for better stewardship. The rewards for health are great.

This bill is essential because it would protect Minnesota from unregulated use of crop seeds treated with
neurotoxic, bee and bird-killing neonicotinoids and other pesticides that harm pollinators, birds, ecosystems,
and human health, and ensure these products are used only where needed. Currently, there are not
adequate federal or Minnesota state safeguards for the health of people and the environment from pesticide
contamination from treated seed. Additionally, treated seed currently is NOT regulated as a pesticide in
Minnesota.

Some countries have banned neonicotinoid pesticides and/or neonic-treated seed entirely. Other
communities around the U.S. are further restricting use. Almost fifty Minnesota communities have adopted
resolutions to cease neonicotinoid pesticide use.

Pollinator populations continue to decline putting ecosystems at risk, and a third of birds in North American
have disappeared. Neonicotinoid insecticides that are commonly used to treat crop seeds like corn and
soybean, are increasingly viewed as a serious threat to human health. Research published last year found
that over 95% of 171 pregnant women tested from around the country had neonics in their bodies,’ with
levels steadily increasing over the four-year study, and other research shows that neonics are passed from
pregnant women to developing fetuses.™ This is serious cause for concern, as neonics are neurotoxins that
have been linked with a range of developmental harms, including malformations of the developing heart and
brain, as well as autism-like symptoms.

Neonicotinoid contamination has been studied repeatedly and reported on for years — it is no secret that
neonicotinoid insecticides on coated seeds are toxic. Recent science shows neonics have human health
effects, pesticides kill pollinators outright and sicken them at sublethal doses, neonics contaminate water
(Five surface water pesticides of concern, Minnesota MDA 2020), birds are effected (Neonic reduces
migration in songbirds, Eng 2019) and most recently large mammals such as deer (Effects of neonics on
physiology and reproduction of white-tailed deer, Berheim 2019). Two flagship species- monarch butterfly
and rusty patched bumble bee (Minnesota state bee) are under the watchful eyes of pollinator researchers
and declining numbers of monarchs tell us that pollinators are at a critical point for extinction requiring
immediate action.




We recommend MDA develop this long-overdue regulatory program that is critical to protect Minnesota
families and ecosystems from the effects of pesticide exposure. We urge your support for HF2472.

Thank you,
POLLINATOR FRIENDLY ALLIANCE
www.pollinatorfriendly.org
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