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HOW CAN ALANA 
BUSINESSES
GROW THE 
MINNESOTAN 
ECONOMY? 

ALANA Businesses - A Powerful Engine for 
Economic Growth

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD

www.empoweringstrategies.org



ACROSS MINNESOTA -  GROWING RAPIDLY

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis,
Economic Census 2012
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MINNESOTA TOP TEN FOR ALANA 
BUSINESS - LENDIO STUDY



WHAT IF INVESTED IN 
ALANA BUSINESSES IN 

MINNESOTA??

Bruce P. Corrie, Ph
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STRATEGIES - ALANA 
BUSINESSES

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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LEVERAGE PUBLIC 
SPENDING & 

CONSTRUCTION TO GROW 
ALANA BUSINESSES

Result - Growth in Jobs & Wealth



Legislative Auditor’s 
Report - Minnesota not 

effectively utilizing 
ALANA Businesses and 

Workers



INVEST IN ALANA 
WEALTH BUILDING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Minnesota a Global Competitor



IN EVERY DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOOD



BUILD ON CURRENT 
PROGRAMS MANY OF 
WHICH ARE 
UNDERFUNDED



REMOVE 
BARRIERS

Resources, Skills and Opportunities to Grow

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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ALANA FIRMS - NEED TO BE 
CONNECTED

Boots on the Ground 
Approach

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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Act with Cultural 
Intelligence 

Big Difference between 
ALANA Communities

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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BUILD 
CAPACITY 

Many ALANA Businesses and Organizations Lack Capacity

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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4 AREAS
CAPACITY 
BUILDING

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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We want organizations to 
execute programs 

without funding 
capacity....

THE FUNDING PARADOX



Rethink RFP Webinar to be a Learning 
Experience

Punitive Applications - Omit a 
Document and you are out?

Make Small Applicant Friendly



VALUE ALANA 
Entrepreneurs

The Denial of Value of a Human Being is Foundational to Racism 
and All forms of Oppression

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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Create an environment of Belonging

Belonging

VALUE
ALANA 

ENTREPRENEURS

Wealth building infrastrucuture

Invest in their Capacity

Markets, Contracts, Product Development

Opportunities

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD

www.empoweringstrategies.org



INVEST IN CULTURAL DESTINATIONS

ALANA Cultural Assets 
Leverage Wealth Building

Economic Development 
Strategy focused on “Joy”



THE WORLD ALONG THE BLUE GREEN LINES



VIEW NATIVE 
BORN AND 
FOREIGN BORN AS 
MINNESOTANS

All Create Wealth in Minnesota for Minnesotans





When we treat all as 
Minnesotans we will 
become a strong global 
competitor



Need Clarity on Inclusion and Outcomes

169 + Economic Development 
Programs in Minnesota

MONITOR
OUTCOMES

Unique Experiences among ALANA Firms

Disaggregated Data

Bruce P. Corrie, PhD
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THANK YOU 
Bruce P. Corrie, PhD

www.empoweringstrategies.org
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