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ENERGY BURDEN IN 
MINNESOTA

Source: DOE, Low-Income Affordability Data (LEAD) Tool: https://www.energy.gov/eere/slsc/low-income-energy-affordability-data-lead-tool (2018)

Energy Burden = %
Household income 
spent on energy

https://www.energy.gov/eere/slsc/low-income-energy-affordability-data-lead-tool


ENERGY BURDEN 
IN MINNESOTA

Energy Burden = %
Household income 
spent on energy



HOUSING COST
BURDEN IN 
MINNESOTA

Housing Cost Burden 
= % Household income 
spent on housing

Source: Minnesota Housing Partnership (MHP)



 Extreme weather events

 Rising housing costs plus insufficient 
housing stock (esp. affordable)

 Rising energy costs (esp. natural gas and 
gasoline)

ENERGY AFFORDABILITY 



REDUCING ENERGY BURDEN

Key Issues:

❑ Better data to identify potential gaps

❑ Deeper energy savings

❑ Increasing access for multifamily 
housing/renters

❑ Supporting “moderate” income customers

Energy Efficiency helps reduce housing 
and energy costs



SOLUTIONS TO REDUCING 
COST BURDENS

 Expand and deepen energy 
efficiency
 State Programs (Weatherization 

Assistance Program, pre-
weatherization) 

 Utility Energy Efficiency Programs 
(CIP/ECO)

 Increase investment in truly
affordable (and efficient) housing

Prioritize:
residents with 
lower incomes, 
multifamily 
and affordable 
housing



Thank you!

Mari Ojeda
Ojeda@fresh-energy.org
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