
MN House Education Finance Committee

Dr. James Densley Dr. Jillian Peterson
The Violence Prevention Project Research Center, Hamline University



Dedicated to reducing 
violence through research 
that is accessible and 
actionable

Committed to generating 
knowledge to enlighten and 
empower the public, guide 
practitioners, and drive 
informed policy decisions.





22 killed, 18 injured

Oxford, MI
4 killed, 7 injured

Nashville, TN
6 killed, 1 injured

Mass School Shootings 
(4 or more killed)

Winder, Georgia
4 killed, 9 injured

Account for about 3% of all 
K-12 school homicide cases, 
but 26% of deaths, 2000–24



1. Shooters are “insiders”
Gender & Age of K-12 School Mass Shooters

n =17





2. Shooters are in crisis



3. Shooting is a final act

The Grover Cleveland Elementary School shooting 
San Diego, CA
January 29, 1979
The principal and a custodian were killed
8 children and a police officer were injured



4. Shooters study others
Modern radicalization = social, iterative, addictive

Romanticization
Finding perpetrators "fascinating" or "attractive"

Idolization
Admiring their power, manifestos, or kill counts

Identification
"I'll do it too" — subcultures reward imitation with 
same clothes, slogans, symbols, weapons

Watch for "wannabe" talk: mimicry, fascination with shooters.
Loneliness, humiliation, loss of purpose are root causes

“Edgy” or gore content is a pipeline: “Can you handle this?”



5. Shooters leak plans





Responses

Counseling Mentoring Peer 
support Mediation

Basic 
Needs

Safe 
Storage

Social 
Services

Community 
partnerships

Beyond “Threat” Assessment



6. Get guns from adults



Implications for prevention

Insiders: Think beyond doors and drills
Crisis: Know the signs, crisis intervention
Final act: Suicide prevention, not punishment
Study others: Child protection, focus on media and social media
Leak plans: BTAM, reporting systems, relationships
Firearms: Secure storage, ERPOs





Understanding Homicide in the Twin Cities

The Changing Nature of Homicide in 
the Twin Cities: An Interrupted Time 
Series Analysis of the Police Murder 
of George Floyd



Twin Cities Homicide Trends



Twin Cities Homicide Trends



Homicide Perpetrator Interviews

Existing vulnerabilities
◦ Violence, Drug Use, Firearm Access, Mental Health

Covid pandemic & Murder of George Floyd
◦ Breakdown of social order, loss of routine, and 

economic instability
◦ Loss of relationships, school, homeless shelter, jobs

Crisis Points
◦ Not well -planned – desperation

Mental Health
◦ Depression, anxiety
◦ Suicidality, futurelessness , Anticipated Early Death



The Long Reach of 
Gun Violence

• ~7% of American adults report 
being “on the scene” of a mass 
shooting in their lifetime, about 
half of these since 2015

• Among the directly exposed, 1/3 
reported an associated physical 
injury

• 94% reported mental health 
impacts

• Youngest generation is the most 
exposed



www.theviolenceproject.org

violence-prevention@hamline.edu

THANK YOU

http://www.theviolenceproject.org/
http://www.theviolenceproject.org/
http://www.theviolenceproject.org/
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