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Overview

• The Gas Resources Technical 
Advisory Committee (GTAC) has 
submitted recommendations and 
draft legislative language for a 
temporary regulatory framework 
for permitting gas production.

• Without legislative action, a 
moratorium on permitting oil and 
gas production holds, and permit 
applications won’t be accepted until 
rules are adopted for a permanent 
regulatory framework.

https://gasproductionrules.mn.gov/recommendations.html
https://gasproductionrules.mn.gov/recommendations.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/93.513


Unexpected helium potential

Base map: Minnesota Geological Society S-11



Helium potential in the news



Geologic hydrogen potential

USGS Geologic Hydrogen Prospectivity Map

https://certmapper.cr.usgs.gov/data/apps/hydrogen/


Need for a Regulatory Framework

• Helium appraisal well 
drilled February 2024

• Company stated 
production could 
potentially start 
sometime in 2025



Enacted Legislation

• Prohibition/Moratorium on Gas 
Production without a permit

• Technical Advisory Committee 
• Recommendations on permitting 

under temporary framework
• Expedited Rule Making (24 

months)
• Authorization to Lease



Gas Resources Technical Advisory Committee

1. Legislature directed formation of GTAC 
and its membership.

2. Agencies work on recommendations and 
draft legislative language for their areas 
of oversight with collaboration from GTAC 
members. 

3. Input on draft GTACT recommendations 
and legislative language from the Tribes, 
stakeholders, and public.

4. DNR submitted GTAC’s finalized 
recommendations and draft legislative 
language to the State Legislature.



GTAC Members



GTAC Timeline

• July 23: Kick-off meeting

• Nov 15: Draft recommendations 
completed

• Nov 16 – Dec 23: Tribal and Public 
input period

• Dec 26 – Jan 14: Revisions

• Jan 15: Recommendations and draft 
legislative language submitted to 
State Legislature.



Parallel Timelines

We are 
here



GTAC’s Required Recommendation Topics

• Permitting Requirements and Processes

• Financial Assurance

• Taxation

• Boring Monitoring and Inspection Protocols

• Environmental Review

• “Other topics that provide for gas and oil production to 
be conducted in a manner that will reduce 
environmental impacts to the extent practicable, 
mitigate unavoidable impacts, and ensure that the 
production area is restored…”



Draft GTAC recommendations

• Permitting Requirements and 
Processes

• Financial Assurance

• Taxation

• Environmental Review

• Gas well construction (MDH)

• Environmental permits (MPCA)

• Pooling and spacing (DNR)



Draft legislative language

• Amends existing statutes and 
creates new statutory language.

• Includes permanent statutes and 
a temporary regulatory 
framework that expires once 
rules are promulgated.



Input on draft recommendations

• 21-day public input period

• Two public meetings 
(Biwabik and Eagan)

• Consideration of input from 
the Tribes and stakeholders 
(enabling legislation)



Legislative Report

• Recommendations

• Draft legislative language

• Best regulatory practices report

• Compilation of input

• GTAC considerations of themed 
input



DNR Recommendations

• Permitting procedures;

• Siting and setbacks for gas 
production locations;

• Financial assurance;

• Reclamation requirements;

• Pooling and spacing; and,

• Appropriation request.



MDH Recommendations

• Exploratory borings that 
encounter gas;

• Licensing requirements; 

• Drill rig registration; 

• New rule making authority for 
construction and sealing of gas 
wells; and,

• Appropriation request.



EQB Recommendations

• For temporary framework, 
mandatory EAW for gas 
resource development project;

• DNR serve as responsible 
governmental unit (RGU); and,

• Require all environmental 
review notices to include tribal 
contacts.



MPCA Recommendations

• Current rules and regulations 
are sufficient to regulate gas 
resource development activities 
under both temporary and 
permanent regulatory 
frameworks; and,

• Timely and meaningful 
consultation between state and 
tribal governments.



DOR Recommendations

• Incorporate gas and oil into existing 
tax administration laws for mining;

• Apply same exclusions to gas and oil 
mining companies as other mining 
companies;

• Create a new structure to allow for 
different tax rates for each gas but no 
specific recommended rate; and,

• Add gas and oil revenue distribution 
to existing statutes but no specific 
recommended distribution model.



gasproductionrules.mn.gov

• Legislative Report

• Input from Tribes, 
stakeholders, public

• Project background

• 2024 enacted legislation

• Will also be used during 
expedited rulemaking



Summary

• The Gas Resources Technical 
Advisory Committee (GTAC) has 
submitted recommendations and 
draft legislative language for a 
temporary regulatory framework 
for permitting gas production.

• Without legislative action, a 
moratorium on permitting oil and 
gas production holds, and permit 
applications won’t be accepted until 
rules are adopted for a permanent 
regulatory framework.

https://gasproductionrules.mn.gov/recommendations.html
https://gasproductionrules.mn.gov/recommendations.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/93.513


Thank You!

Michael Liljegren
michael.liljegren@state.mn.us

651 259-5689
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