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March 8, 2023  
 
Representative Samantha Vang, Chair 
Agriculture Finance and Policy Committee 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
Saint Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re: Support for Bills to Protect People and Pollinators From Pesticides, HF 2472 & HF 1130 
 
Dear Chair Vang and Member of the Agriculture Finance and Policy Committee:  
The undersigned 17 groups write in support of protections for pollinators from toxic pesticides, 
especially systemic insecticides like neonicotinoids (“neonics”)—the most ecologically devastating 
pesticides since DDT. Neonics widely contaminate the environment and are driving a disappearance of 
bees and other insect life. We urge your support for two bills, which will make Minnesota a 
nationwide leader in addressing this agricultural and ecological crisis: 

• HF2472, a bill to develop a regulatory program for pesticide-treated seeds that currently 
evade regulation; and 

• HF1130, a bill to allow municipalities to decide what pesticides are used in their locality. 
Bees—critical pollinators of crops and wild plants—are disappearing. Minnesota beekeepers lost 58% of 
their honey bee colonies, despite months of additional beekeeper labor to keep them alive.1 And insect 
life more broadly is declining,2 including many of the more than 450 species of wild bees in Minnesota.3 
These losses threaten profound harm to agriculture and ecosystems. A recent study estimates that 
pollinator declines have already led to a 3-5% decline in fruit, vegetable, and nut production worldwide, 
reducing access to healthy foods and increasing the number of premature deaths by 500,000 per year.4  
Neonics are largely to blame for these pollinator losses. Neonics were the first class of “systemic 
insecticides,” meaning they are designed to be absorbed by plants and transported throughout their 
tissues, making whole plants toxic to insects. Since the mid-2000s—when neonic use and honey bee 
losses both suddenly skyrocketed—an overwhelming body of research reveals neonics as a leading 
cause of bee and broader pollinator declines. This includes comprehensive literature reviews by 
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internationally renowned experts, a Cornell University review of over 1,100 peer-reviewed studies, and 
the largest bee colony field study to date.5 
But neonics impact far more than bees. They also contribute to mass bird losses and decimate aquatic 
ecosystems,6 and mounting evidence highlights serious threats neonic exposure poses to human health. 
A recent study of 171 pregnant women nationwide found that over 95% had been recently exposed to 
neonics7— a disturbing statistic given research linking exposure to neonics in the womb to increased 
risk of malformations of the developing heart and brain.8 Animal studies echo these findings, connecting 
neonics to birth defects and higher rates of death in white-tailed deer, and neurological and reproductive 
harms in other mammals.9  
Minnesota is no stranger to widespread neonic contamination, with the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) frequently detecting neonics in both surface water and groundwater in the state.10 
And just last year, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) released data showing 
neonics in the bodies of 94% of white-tailed deer tested in the state, with 64% containing levels 
associated with higher rates of birth defects and stillbirths.11 These numbers increased from 61% and 
29%, respectively, just two years before. In other words, neonic contamination is ubiquitous in 
Minnesota’s environment—and the problem is getting worse.  
Minnesota must take swift action to protect its pollinators, ecosystems, and people. The undersigned 
organizations especially urge your support for the following bills:  

• HF2472, a bill to develop a regulatory program for treated seeds. While treated seeds have been 
linked with widespread ecological harms, a loophole in Minnesota’s pesticide law allows them to go 
untracked and largely unregulated by MDA. Treated seeds—crop seeds that have been treated with a 
mixture of chemicals prior to planting—likely represent the number one use of neonics nationwide. 
And despite their widespread use, studies show that they provide little to no benefit to farmers in 
many circumstances.12 Building on a set of MDA recommendations from 2016,13 this bill would 
direct MDA to develop a program to track treated seed use, mitigate their impacts, and ensure that 
treated seeds are used only where needed.  

• HF1130, a bill to allow municipalities to make decisions about what pesticides are used in their 
neighborhoods. Currently, state law prohibits local governments from regulating pesticides. This 
bill would end that policy and extend power to local communities who want to protect themselves 
from neonics and other toxic pesticides.   

We urge your support for these crucial bills, which will give Minnesota’s pollinators a fighting chance 
against an onslaught of toxic pesticides. Please feel free to contact Lucas Rhoads with any questions, at 
lrhoads@nrdc.org.  
Respectfully,  
 
In Alphabetical Order:  
Thomas E. Casey 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Friends of Minn. Scientific and Natural Areas 
 
Aimee Code 
Pesticide Program Director, Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation 
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Lori Cox 
Owner, Roots Return Heritage Farm, LLC 
 
Claudia Egelhoff 
Representative to Minn. Environmental Partnership 
Minnesota Ornithologists Union 
 
Michael Happ 
Program Associate, Climate and Rural Communities 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
 
Zoe Hollomon 
Organizing Co-Director, Pesticide Action Network 
 
Jan Joannides 
Executive Director and Co-Founder 
Renewing the Countryside 
 
Lee Ann Landstrom 
At-Large Board of Director and the Environmental Action & 
Conservation Chair 
Minnesota River Valley Audubon Chapter 
 
Margaret Levin 
State Director, Sierra Club North Star Chapter 
 
Barbara Lindeke 
Board Member, Saint Paul Audubon Society 
 
Howard Markus 
Co-President, St. Croix Oak Savannah Chapter Wild One’s Native 
Landscaping 
 
Sarah Mooradian 
Government Relations and Policy Director 
CURE (Clean Up the River Environment) 
 
Mark Owens 
President, A.C.E.S. 
 
Lucas Rhoads 
Attorney, Pollinator Initiative 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 
Erin Rupp 
Executive Director and Founder, Pollinate Minnesota 
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Laurie Schneider 
Executive Director, Pollinator Friendly Alliance 
 
Laura Schreiber 
Policy Organizer, Land Stewardship Project 
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