March 11, 2026
Members of the Minnesota House Commerce Committee:

The US Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC in 2010 was devastating for the
American political system. Instead of recognizing that Americans each get one vote and should
have equal influence over who gets elected to public office regardless of what we look like or
how much money we make, the court moved the country in the opposite direction, deciding that
corporations have the same rights as people to spend in elections. Unsurprisingly, this
unleashed a flood of money from huge corporations and their wealthy executives—drowning out
the voices of regular people. Outside spending in federal elections has risen from $574 million
in 2008 to $4.5 billion in 2024.

In addition, Citizens United has allowed corporate and wealthy donors to hide their influence by
directing their contributions through one or more for-profit or non-profit corporations. When the
funds are ultimately spent to support or oppose a candidate, the public has no idea who is
paying for the ad. This makes the public more cynical about politics and erodes faith in our
government and elected leaders.

Citizens United has only increased the power of mega-corporations and their billionaire owners
to the detriment of the rest of us. It's no surprise that Congress has adopted huge tax breaks,
loosened regulations, and privatized what should be public services. They're doing the bidding
of the huge corporate interests that fund their campaigns.

This needs to end. Corporations of all kinds are artificial creations and should not have a say in
our politics. Allowing corporate entities of any kind to spend on elections gives their wealthy
executives two avenues for influencing elections — from their own pockets and from the
corporate coffers, which is fundamentally unfair. Spending in elections should be limited to
actual people and all large contributions should be disclosed. If you'd be embarrassed to
support a particular candidate, then you shouldn’t make the contribution.

As the owner of a corporation (or other artificial entity) that would be impacted, | fully support
the state of Minnesota taking action to put an end to corporate spending in our elections and an
end to corporations acting as pass-through entities to hide the source of donations. | would be
happy to own a corporation that does not have the power to influence elections. These are
roles that should be reserved for We, the People. Stopping corporate money in our elections
will move us towards a government truly of the people, by the people, for the people that will
support policies to help us all to thrive.
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