
 
 
 

 
 
 

 May 3, 2021 
 
  
 
  
 RE: Conference Committee on SF 970, Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia-Related Provisions 
  

     Dear Chairs Limmer and Mariani and Members of the Conference Committee on SF 970, 
  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the omnibus public safety budget, SF 970.  
  

The Alzheimer’s Association strongly supports the inclusion of $200,000 to expand Minnesota’s Crime 
Alert Network System to include a missing person with dementia category. The expansion of this 
statewide communications network under the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension will enable law 
enforcement agencies to quickly alert the public about a person with Alzheimer’s disease or dementia. 
We encourage its inclusion in the final public safety budget. 

 

This provision is found in both the Senate language (SF 970, 3rd Engrossment, Art. 1, Sec. 11, 
Subd. 3(h) at lines 7.18-7.23) and the House language (SF 970, First Unofficial Engrossment, Art. 2, 
Sec. 3, Subd. 3(l) at lines 12.14-12.20). See Article 1, page R-12 of the Side-By-Side. Note there is a 
small difference in the title between the House and Senate, but the language is otherwise identical. We 
do not have a preference for either title version.  

  
Six out of 10 individuals with dementia will wander at some point, and many will wander repeatedly. We 
know that if individuals with dementia are not found within 24 hours, up to fifty percent suffer serious 
injury or death. A missing person with Alzheimer’s isn’t like a missing adult without cognitive impairment. 
They may not know they need help; they might not be able to explain that they are lost; and they may not 
recognize their own body is telling them to stop to eat or use the bathroom.  

  
We appreciate that both the House and Senate included this in their respective budgets because the 
number of Minnesotans living with dementia continues to increase. We estimate there are 99,000 
Minnesotans living with the disease and expect that number to reach 120,000 by the year 2025. Almost 
two-thirds of those living with Alzheimer’s are women.  Older Black or African Americans are two-times 
more likely and Older Hispanic or Latinx Americans are one and one-half times more likely to have 
Alzheimer’s or other dementia than older whites.  

 

The Alzheimer’s Association also encourages the adoption of a House-only provision, SF 970, First 
Unofficial Engrossment, Article 10, Section 16 - at lines 128.16-128.30, which adds dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia to existing crisis intervention and mental illness training 
requirements. See Article 10, Page 12 of the Side-By-Side. Specifically, this language requires the 
Minnesota Peace Officers Standards and Training (POST) Board to work with stakeholders to develop a 
list of approved training courses and personnel that focus on training law enforcement on issues 
associated with Minnesotans with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia.  

 

This language establishes important standards that the training course must include to receive approval 
by the POST Board, including: trainers must have at least two years of direct care of a person with 
Alzheimer’s disease or dementia; and, the training course has to cover techniques for responding to and 
issues associated with persons with Alzheimer’s disease and dementia, including wandering, driving, 
abuse, and neglect. 

 

First responders frequently interact with individuals who have Alzheimer’s and other dementias in a 
variety of settings - and this will only increase as the number of Minnesotans with dementia continues to 
grow. They are generally among the first to be contacted regarding emergencies, abuse and exploitation.  

 

Many first responders receive little or no formal training to prepare them for the unique physical, 
behavioral, and communication challenges related to people with dementia.  
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Asking the POST Board to develop a list of training courses that meet these standards will provide law 
enforcement with a resource to recognize individuals with cognitive impairment, to understand effective 
intervention in cases involving individuals who are cognitively impaired, and the ability to secure the 
safety of missing, abused, or exploited individuals with dementia.  

 

A standard of response is an important step to ensuring different law enforcement agencies 
coordinate with each other and act with the same urgency when a person with dementia goes 
missing or is in crisis. 

 

We look forward to working with the Minnesota Senate and Minnesota House of Representatives to 
ensure that Minnesotans living with Alzheimer’s are safe in their communities and that the first 
responders who are called when they need help have the resources needed to help this growing 
population, especially when they are in crisis.   

 

Again, the Alzheimer’s Association supports language in both the Senate and the House omnibus public 
safety bills to establish an Alzheimer’s and dementia missing persons alert category. We also support the 
House provision that adds Alzheimer’s and dementia to current crisis intervention training requirements. 
We strongly encourage these provisions remain in the final omnibus public safety bill, SF 970. 

  
Thank you for supporting Minnesotans with dementia, their families, and their caregivers.  

 

With deep appreciation,  
  

     
Josh Ney 
Manager of State Affairs 
Alzheimer’s Association, Minnesota-North Dakota Chapter 
jdney@alz.org | 651-789-5863 
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