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Older adults will soon outnumber school-age children for the first 
time in our state’s history
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Working-Age Population: Next-to-no growth over the next decade 
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Implications of Demographic Change for Public Budgets

• Services for school-age and older-adult 
populations place the largest demands 
on public budgets.

• Slower growth of working-age 
population may translate to less 
economic growth.

• Demographic changes increase the 
need for greater worker productivity to 
maintain economic growth.

4House Research, Long-Term Care Services for the Elderly, 2020

(~ 12.1 billion for Medical Assistance)



Black, Indigenous, Person of Color (BIPOC) groups now jointly 
total 1.3 million in Minnesota

Source: ipums.org, U.S. Census Bureau data
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Statewide: ~980,000 5 to 17 Year Olds
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Today, more than 1/3 of Minnesota’s school-age population belong 
to a Black, Indigenous, Person of Color (BIPOC) group
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While student diversity is growing steadily, most Minnesota students 
today are White
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Minnesota’s student population will continue to become more 
racially diverse because of the state’s age-race structure 
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Nearly 1 in 5 school-age children has a foreign-born parent
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About 21% of school-age children live with only one parent 
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For 80% of Minnesota school children all parents in the household 
are in the labor force
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Slightly lower percentage of school-age children live in low-income 
families, compared to a decade ago
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BIPOC children: More likely to live in poor and low-income families
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Rates of Child Poverty Much Higher Among Some Cultural Groups
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Thank you.

Email: susan.brower@state.mn.us
Website: mn.gov/demography

mailto:susan.brower@state.mn.us
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