Veterans Defense Project



Minnesota Mission

To expandand improvethe way a A Y Y S Jugtidelsy@tém
dealswith troubled veterans, by increasingunderstandingof
the nature of combat trauma, its ties to criminal behavior,
and how criminal charges can serve as intervention
opportunities to leverage veteran offenders into needed
treatment and help them become assets,rather than an
ongoingliabilities,to the communitiesthey onceriskedtheir
livesto protect.



The Coming Storm

Escalating numbers of veterans are entering the
criminal courts in Minnesota, and across the
country.
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History tells us this will continue for the foreseeable
future, creating an increasing public health and
public safety threat.



Of the3 million
Americanswho served In
Vietham, 1 to 1.5 million
sufferedpsychological
Injuries.

Robert Ellison- Black Star



| essons from Vietham

Half of those
psychologicallyinjured
veterans later hacontact
with the criminal justice

system




| essons from Vietham

Blamedfor an unpopular
war ¢ demonizedand
discardedwithin the

justice system




| essons from Vietham

Hundreds of thousands
still iIncarcerated
homelessor addicted,
more than40 yearsafter
their war.




Current Numbers

2.6 milllon Americans have
served inlraq or
Afghanistan

IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2012.
Treatment for posttraumatic stress
disorder in military and veteran
populations: Initial assessment.
Washington, DC: The National
Academies Press.
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Current Numbers

Louie Palu

Up to500,000are suffering
from PostTraumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).

IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2012.
Treatment for posttraumatic stress
disorder in military and veteran
populations: Initial assessment.
Washington, DC: The National Academies
Press.



Current Numbers

Louie Palu

Less than halhave
reported their invisible
Injury orsought helpfor it.

IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2012.
Treatment for posttraumatic stress
disorder in military and veteran
populations: Initial assessment.
Washington, DC: The National Academies
Press.



Over300,000American Women have
Served in Irag or Afghanistan
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20% Diagnosed with PTSD

Moises Samani New York Times



PTSD Rates Will Likely Top Vietham

A In Vietnam, draftees served
one 12month combat tour.
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A Many have now served 2 or
combat tours.

Michael Kamber



PTSD Rates Will Likely Top Vietham

A In Vietnam, draftees served
one 12month combat tour.

A Today, No Draft = Small
Military Force Recycled Ovep
and Over

A Many have now served 2 or =
combat tours. :

A Some have served 4, 5, 6, 7R
even 8 tours.






How Combat Trauma Leads to
Criminal Behavior

A Manyselfmedicatewith alcoholor drugsand fall intoself-destructive, recklessor
violent behavior.

A Others suffefflashbacksn which they believe they are back in combat and act out.

A Military training and conditioning in the use of violence.












2009 Ft. Carson EPICON Study

A T EPICON = Epidemiological Consultation

A Postdeployment violence most tied to a combination of pressureMaitiple
Deploymentsand Exposure to Combat

Aa{dzNBSe RFIOGlF FTNRY (0KAA Ay@SaoagAadalridrazy ad
levels of combat exposure and risk of negative behavioral outcames.



Minnesota Legislation

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 609.115, is amended by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 10Military veterans.

(a) When a defendant appears in court and is convicted of a crime, the court shall inquire whether the defendant is serwmghyn or is a
veteran of the armed forces of the United States.

(b) If the defendant is currently serving in the military or is a veteran and has been diagnosed as having a mentslallqeatfied
psychiatrist or clinical psychologist or physician, the court may:

(1) order that the officer preparing the report under subdivision 1 consult with the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs, Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, or another agency or persorabkh suit
knowledge or experience, for the purpose of providing the court with information regarding treatment options availableltfehedant,
including federal, state, and local programming; and

(2) consider the treatment recommendations of any diagnosing or treating mental
health professionals together with the treatment options available to the defendant in
imposing sentence.

EFFECTIVE DATHis section is effective August 1, 2008.



Porter v. McCullom

Our Nation has ong tradition of according
leniency to veteransn recognition of their
serviceespecially for those who fought on the
femmv m=~=g5 Porter did.Moreover, therelevance
of Porter'sextensive combat experiences not
only that he served honorably undextreme
hardshlpand(tyrueso_me conditionsbut also that
the jury might findmitigating the intense stress
ande(tenta and emotional toll that combat took
on Porter.

130 S.Ct. 447 (2009)



