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TO:  Members 

Industrial Education and Economic Development Finance and Policy 
Committee 

 

FROM:  Brad Lundell  

  Executive Director, Schools for Equity in Education 

 

RE:  Support for HF 14 

 

Schools for Equity in Education strongly supports HF 14, which proposes to add $60 
million in broadband grants in each of the next two fiscal years.  The organization thanks 
Representative Ecklund and his co-authors for introducing this important piece of 
legislation. 
 
Schools for Equity in Education’s mission statement is “All public school children must 
have equal access to a high quality education regardless of where they live in 
Minnesota.”  Unfortunately, many students live in communities with little or no access to 
broadband, which adversely affects their educational opportunities.  Even in 
communities where the school has broadband access, it can be difficult for students to 
fully participate in their education if broadband access outside of school is limited.  The 
inequities that exist due to inadequate broadband coverage became more pronounced 
during the pandemic with students in areas without access to broadband placed at 
further disadvantage. 
 
The initiative proposed in HF 14 would go a long way toward remedying the current 
situation and will help not only students in schools, but entire communities and 
businesses.  The world has become increasingly interconnected and broadband access is 
crucial if opportunity is going to be accorded to all.  Schools for Equity in Education looks 
forward to working with Representative Ecklund as HF 14 moves through the legislative 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Schools for Equity in Education 

SEE Districts 
• Albany 

• Albert Lea 

• Annandale 

• Anoka-Hennepin 

• Austin 

• Belle Plaine 

• Big Lake 

• Braham 

• Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose 

• Byron 

• Cambridge-Isanti 

• Cannon Falls 

• Centennial 

• Chisago Lakes 

• Dassel-Cokato 

• Delano 

• East Central 

• Faribault 

• Forest Lake 

• Fridley 

• Hastings 

• Hinckley-Finlayson 

• Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted 

• Hutchinson 

• Jordan 

• Kasson-Mantorville 

• Kimball 

• Lake City 

• Litchfield 

• Maple Lake 

• Medford 

• Melrose 

• Milaca 

• Monticello 

• Mora 

• New London-Spicer 

• New Prague 

• North Branch 

• Northfield 

• Owatonna 

• Paynesville 

• Pine Island 

• Princeton 

• Prior Lake-Savage 

• Rockford 

• Rocori 

• Roseau 

• Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan 

• Royalton 

• Rush City 

• Sartell-St. Stephen 

• St. Francis 

• St. Michael-Albertville 

• Stewartville 

• Stillwater 

• Waconia 

• Associate Members 

• Resource Training and 
Solutions 

• St. Croix River Education 
District  

• SW Metro Intermediate 
District 


