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RCOs increase the visibility and influence of the recovery community and engage in 
activities that fall under one or more of the three core activities of Policy and Advocacy 
Activities, Peer Recovery Support Services (PRSS), and Recovery-Focused Community 
Education and Outreach Programs.

These activities are available to all community members and are not restricted to 
individuals enrolled in a specific educational, treatment, or residential program.
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  RCOs Best-Practices

A Recovery Community Organization (RCO) is an 
independent, non-profit organization led and governed by 
representatives of local communities of recovery. 

      – Phillip A. Valentine 
      – William L. White 
      – Pat Taylor, 2007

https://facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/
https://facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/arco/rco-best-practices/
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10 BEST PRACTICE IN 3 AREAS

RCOs CORE PRINCIPLES

Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion

Programs  
& ActivitiesGovernance

Accountability 
to the Recovery 

Community
Recovery VisionAuthenticity 

of Voice

  RCO Toolkit
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