Minneapolis Saint Paul Solar in Cities -

Minneapolis Saint Paul Sofar in Cities Project
In 2008, Minnesota's Twin Cities Saint Paul and Minneapolis were awarded a two-year Solar Cifies grant
as part of the U.S. Department of Energy Solar America inifiative. The Solar America inifiative [SAl} is o
presidential initiafive with the goal of achieving cost-effectiveness for soiar electricity, produced by
photovoltaic {PV) systems, across the nation by 2015, Saint Paul and Minneapolis, bullding on policies
that focus on the princigles of environmental susicinability and economic vitaiity, united 1o jumpstart
the widespread deployment of solar technologies in Minnesota. The Twin Cities Solar Cities proposal
has three magjor objectives: _
¢ Buiid o solar infrastructure leading 1o a guiniupling of market penetration of soiar electric
capacity in the Twin Cities by 2070.
e DeVeiop a long-term strategic plan for the sustainable large-scale deployment of solar
technologiesin the Twin Cities by 2015,
e Demonsirate leadership by exampie by expanding the use of solar fechnologies in public
buildings.

The Solar Cities project will create inttiatives in local solar policy, solar marketing and communications,
training and fechnical assistance, and state solar policy. The Solar in the Cifies project convened g
State Policy Workgroup comprised of public, private, and non-profit stakehoiders interested in
transforming the solar market. The State Policy Workgroup created a set of principies for guiding solar
intfigtives and legisialive efforts,

2009 Legislative initiative _
Minneapots Saint Paul Solar Cities Workgroup recommends that $7 million be provided inificily from
e Federal Sfimulus’ State Energy Program Funds {50% for projects in the Solar Cities and other 50% in
Xcel Energy’'s service territory) with additional funds utilized laier from the state’s Renewable
Development Fund. The workgroup. in collaboration with ofher interested groups, will develop a
comprehensive solar inffictive based on the foregeing principles, with incentives designed fo
encourage solar deployment in tandem with energy efficiency and conservation. The Solar Cities
Workgroup will report to the Legisiative Energy Commission by October 1, 2009 on its activities and
recommendations for increasing the utilization of solar energy for electric generation.
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Solar Cities Stdte Policy' Wetkgroup Principles (notin order-of priority) o

1. Develop effective-market. transformation techniques-and integrate market Transformce‘non
“lessons from other JUFISdiCTIOﬂS to set the stage for deep market penetration of solar,

_recognizing that deep market pEHGh‘GTlOI"! wili require substantially more lnves?men’r

Take legistative action necessary fo leverage incentive funding and maximize solar
:'-d@ploymem with the goal of learning what will be needed to deepen solar c:dophon

3. Identify mechanisms that logically and infrinsically incorporate solar.*

4. Integrate solar appropri cﬁ@iy:_m anhcnpohon of evenifuoi cosT pqn’ry rcﬁher than Simply

~ .creating solar prOJecTs s

5. Link.solar energy fo energy effrc;encywczdding solar o effacxen‘r puileh ings.®

oy i.:SﬁmeaTe solar devefopmenf beyond-resi denho! m‘ro commercrc: C}ﬂd %arger solar

. __-=u%a§|ze Ctny avoﬁable Federal fundmg E:
o Ananpafe market forces and Iever@g@ @x;sﬁng regulafor'

*The above items are Unique tothis Proposal, and showcase why this approachiis preferfed -
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