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MINNESOTA'S History of Dealing with Disasters
The Creation of Chapters 12A & 12B



Rusford Flood

Rushford, Minnesota August 2007 
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Winoan county damage 
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Rushford Tour

Typical results of the Rushford flood. A tour of what remains of the SEMCAC 
offices after the clear up.  
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High Noon Rushford signed

Representative Pelowski asked the Governor to sign the picture at 3:30am Wednesday morning after he signed the Flood Relief 
Bill in the Governor’s Reception Room. The picture was taken on September 5th in the Rushford gym during the House Capital 
Investment Committee Tour. Representative Pelowski asked the Governor to set a definitive date for special session and got no 
answer. He then asked for a definitive agenda and got no answer. The House photographer took the picture and House media 

staff named it High Noon at Rushford High. The Governor signed it for Representative Pelowski’s AP Government class. When 
he served in the House the Governor and Representative Pelowski worked on a number of pieces of legislation for education. 

The most significant was the repeal of the Profile of Learning and the Graduation Rule. 
5



Sept 5th Hearing

September 5th Capital Investment Hearing Winona City Hall on flood relief legislation for SE Minnesota.

Rep. Tony Sertich, Rep. Alice Hausman, Rep. Margaret Anderson Kelliher and Rep. Gene 
Pelowski listen to testimony from cities and counties on the need to repair, rebuild and reimburse 

them for flood damage.
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Only the Governor can call a 
Special Session in Minnesota. 7



Representative Gene Pelowski
Presents Special Session HF 1 to the House 

Capital
Investment Committee and 

The House Finance Committee September 
11, 2007 9am.

The Speaker of the House called 
Representative Pelowski at 7:30am and 

asked if he would be 2nd author of 
HF1 so Representative Tschumper 
could be 1st author. But Tschumper 
could not be at the capitol until the 
afternoon. Pelowski was given 20 

minutes to prepare to present a $150 
million bill. When Pelowski asked 

staff, “Where The Bill Came From?” 
the answer was “No One Knew!”

NOTE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!

View Capitol Investment HF1
View Finance Committee HF1
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Intro of Bills
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Declare Urgency

The motions needed to bring up HF1 & SF3 in the Special Session.
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Session weekly
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Relief 

Last Committee Hearing and now HF1 goes to the House Floor! 12



Congrat

Photo by <mailto:jwheeler@startribune.com>Jeff Wheeler , Star Tribune 

Rep. Gene Pelowski, DFL-Winona, received a congratulatory hug from House Speaker Margaret Anderson Kelliher after the 
House adjourned early this morning following the passage of a flood relief bill. 

The measure containing $157 million in flood relief for southeastern Minnesota became law after hours of legislative debate 
that stretched Tuesday's special session into today. 

By Mark Brunswick and Pat Doyle, Star Tribune staff writers 
Last update: September 12, 2007 – 3:07 AM
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Governor Pawlenty signs a $157.3 million flood relief package into law following 
a short special session to address the needs of flood-ravaged southeastern 

Minnesota -- Wednesday, September 12, 2007 3:30am.
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See page 5 for above.



St. Paul Legal Ledger, Thursday Sept. 13, 2007

Winona Daily News, Saturday Sept. 15 2007
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Gov letter signed sealed
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Star Trib 

Star Tribune, September 12, 2007
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We have no idea where the bill came from!
1. Pelowski meets in his office in October with the 13 agencies involved in the state 
and federal Minnesota disaster relief to draft legislature to put into law a plan.

2. October 2007, November 2007 & December 2007
There are meetings every two weeks in Pelowski’s office to review 
a draft. Suggestions from each of the 13 agencies are put into the next draft.

3. Kathy Novak, House Research makes the first sensible suggestion. Put the bill in 
order of the alphabet for ease of finding agencies in statute books. Utilities are 
added to clarify utilities such as Tri-County Electric and Ace Communications are 
covered.

4. January 2008 Pelowski meets with all 13 government agencies in
Governor’s Office for final draft and corrections.

5. April 28, 2008 Governor signs bill into law.

6. 2009 law used for floods in Red River Valley.
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GOVERNOR SIGNS BILL ESTABLISHING STATE AGENCIES' 
RESPONSIBILITIES IN DISASTER SITUATIONS April 28, 2008

ST. PAUL – The Governor signed a bill today creating uniform procedures to assist 
communities in their response to natural disasters. State Representative Gene Pelowski (DFL – 
Winona), who authored the legislation, said the bill lays out specific responsibilities for state 
agencies so local and state governments can respond to a natural disaster in an effective and 
organized manner. 

"When a natural disaster like a flood or tornado hits, there is never too much warning," 
said Pelowski. "That's why our state responders need clear, consistent procedures so they are 
prepared to react immediately. This legislation lays out those procedures." 

Since the devastating floods in Southeast Minnesota last summer, Pelowski has worked 
closely with Governor Tim Pawlenty and commissioners of state agencies to draft this 
legislation. The bill lays out specific responsibilities for each of the thirteen state agencies 
traditionally involved in disaster response.

"The floods last year illustrated the complexity and layers of an effective, timely disaster 
response," said Pelowski. "This bill creates a playbook for the many different state and local 
agencies that need to coordinate effectively in what can be a very chaotic situation."  
While the new statute lays out their respective responsibilities, it would not establish a specific 
amount of state funding to be distributed by these agencies. Under this plan, the Legislature 
would remain responsible for any appropriation of funds. This new statutory disaster response 
framework would serve as a checklist for lawmakers in drafting legislation to distribute 
adequate, pointed funding for any and all needs following a disaster.
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Star Tribune Editorial: After a flood, state experience matters
Posted on October 9, 2010 

State government knows its role well. The Pawlenty administration alone has coped with six 
major floods and several serious tornadoes. 

The Legislature, too, has its act together. In 2008, at the urging of Winona DFL Rep. Gene 
Pelowski, it enacted a template for disaster relief bills. It allows a bill to be drafted quickly after 
damage assessments are known — likely early next week– and assigns responsibilities among 
various state agencies. That template, prepared in consultation with the Pawlenty administration, 
is proving “very, very helpful” now as flooded communities scramble to maximize repairs this fall, 
McElroy said.

It’s worth noting that Pelowski’s bill won House approval on a 126-6 vote, and the six all-
GOP dissenters included Republican gubernatorial nominee Tom Emmer. The Emmer campaign 
explained that their candidate considered the template too vague and too sweeping in authorizing 
school districts to claim lost enrollment and the commissioner of health to remedy public health 
issues.

Emmer’s spokesman added that the three-term representative from Delano voted in favor of 
three more-specific disaster relief measures. That’s to his credit. Still, it’s telling that Emmer’s 
mistrust of the government he wants to head is so great that he would not take the Pawlenty 
administration’s word for the value of the disaster relief template it helped design.

Pelowski said he prepared the template law so future victims of disaster “can feel reasonably 
comfortable that the state knows what it’s doing.” It does, and for the thousands of Minnesotans 
who found themselves awash in water last week, that’s reason for hope.

Link to Article:
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/editorials/104108848.html?elr=KArksc8P:Pc:Ug8P:Pc:UiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr
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http://www.pelowski.org/2010/10/star-tribune-editorial-after-a-flood-state-experience-matters/
http://www.pelowski.org/2010/10/star-tribune-editorial-after-a-flood-state-experience-matters/
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/editorials/104108848.html?elr=KArksc8P:Pc:Ug8P:Pc:UiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr


Shari Tj
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Rochester Post-Bulletin  Wednesday August 28, 2013
Our View: Let this be the last special session for disaster relief

Rep. Gene Pelowski, a DFLer from Winona, might be the most independent-
thinking member of the Minnesota Legislature.

For example, as cost-saving measures he's on the record in support of 
downsizing the MnSCU system and cutting 20 seats from the Minnesota 
House and 10 from the Senate. He also has argued that Minnesota has far too 
many counties and independent school districts, which results in higher 
administrative costs.

We're not ready to support the closure of any MnSCU campuses, but the idea 
of trimming a few legislative seats is intriguing. As we wait for legislators to 
show up in St. Paul for a one-day special session for storm relief, we're 100 
percent behind Pelowski's desire to ensure that this is the last such session 
that takes place.

He got the ball rolling back in 2008, when he was the driving force behind 
legislation called Chapter 12A, which essentially is a "playbook" for how 
Minnesota responds to all manner of natural disasters. It spells out the 
specific responsibilities of each of the 13 state agencies that usually play a 
role in responding to natural disasters.

The problem, however, is that a special session of the Legislature still is 
necessary to allocate the funds needed to implement the playbook after a 
tornado or a flood. That's why Pelowski backs the state auditor's 
recommendation that Minnesota create a dedicated disaster fund that could 
be tapped without calling legislators in for a one-day session in which they 
simply rubber-stamp a bill and then submit their expense reports.

Can an idea that logical gain legislative approval? We certainly hope so
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Note the 
bipartisan
misspelling! 
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