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"But new rules won't result in a tighter 
ship unless the captains of Starship 
Legislature want to follow them. If 

they don't, rules can be suspended or 
simply ignored."
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"The process should matter 
much more than the 

product. "





Representative Alice Hausman displays, by each tab, the 29 major errors and over 30 minor errors of 
the 2016 Bonding Bill that failed to pass in the Senate. This was the meeting of the 2016 Bonding 

Conference Committee that never officially existed, resurrected in a fictional interim session that does 
not exist and has no authority to pass anything.



Sunday May 22, 2016 

The last hour of the 2016 
legislative session in the 

Minnesota House of 
Representatives. 

The bonding bill was 
taken from the table at 

11:17 pm, it was about 10 
minutes and 30 seconds 
later that the secondary 

amendment with the 
$821.9 million mistake 

was voted on... 
Comments by Rep. Alice Hausman



"Citizens should also be 
asking for change in the 

legislating process to reduce 
the logjam at the end of future 
sessions...Given the lopsided 
majority many of them enjoy, 
they may not be ousted, but 

perhaps they will begin to feel 
less comfortable about not 
getting their work done. "











"A part time legislature cannot input infinite items into a 
finite process without expecting anything other than a 

breakdown. "



Something more 
fundamental is also 

to blame. Too 
many legislators 
are unwilling to 
strike the kind of 

bipartisan 
compromises that 
are required when 

voters send divided 
government to St. 
Paul. They appear 
more concerned 

about disappointing 
their partisan bases 
than about making 
state government 

work — and voters 
reinforce that 

thinking by failing 
to hold legislators 

to account for 
gridlock.
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2272 bills were introduced in the House as of 3/8/17 
Pelowski Digital Journal Entry

2720 Bills May 21,2017



Pelowski Gathering Fish Fry, Friday May 19, 2017 6pm, The Penfield Apt 446 
Almanac watched at 7 pm with Dayton & Legislative Leaders 

WILL 2017 Session End On TIME? 
Ecklund fish freshly caught, Sundin salmon spread & beans 

Considine beverage, Sandstede salad  
Olson bread, Poppe chocolate treats & Spam 
Marquart blender beverage, Slocum beverage  

Lillie snack veggies, Lien olives, pickles, chips 
Griffin cake, Walfer beverage, Walli extras19
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A special session for the Minnesota State Legislature was 
entirely predictable.  One practically could  

guarantee after the 2016 elections that with a Democratic 
governor and a Republican legislature a special session was 

likely, and a partial governmental shutdown again a real 
possibility.  While the tentative budget deal brokered at 

11:50 Monday night–just minutes before adjournment–could 
fall apart, it looks for now that the worst scenario has been 

averted. 
 ... 

The new normal refers to a process dating back 20 years 
where special sessions, government shutdowns, and failed 

legislative sessions are the rule and not the exception.  

Over the years, half of the budget session has been wasted 
on passing bills to legalize Texas Hold’em card games or 

Sunday liquor sales. Moreover, because the budget process 
is so decentralized, it is hard to control and discipline, and 
the collective disregard for the constitutional single subject 

rule simply means that policy gets mixed into budgets, 
and, in many ways, no one has control over the budget 

until such time as the parties have taken their predictable 
ideological votes to please their bases before they begin to 

think about compromising.
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House Speaker 
Kurt Daudt 

applying 
anything but 

consistent logic, 
labeled his 

party’s move 
‘genius’ while 

claiming 
Dayton’s was 

unconstitutional. 

The descriptor 
Daudt should 
have used was 
unconscionable

—- for both 
actions! 

16 Special 
Sessions 
in the last 
20 years.
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Note the 
bipartisan

misspelling! 

The word 
appropriation

 is spelled 
three different 

ways. 

There is nothing special about a 
Special Session! 

Agreement to have Special Session for 
Disaster Relief September 2013! 
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“Sen. Dave Senjem has a very 
different view. He said he had no 
idea that was in the bill when he 

voted for it. If lawmakers had known 
about it, Senjem said he doubts the 

bill would have passed.”



“The Anything-you-want Legislature” needs limits. 
Representative Gene Pelowski  
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http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/i-
love-this-place-winona-model-legislature-turns-
students-into/article_8c138c3a-90bf-5819-a28b-

ec7a0e6edcf8.html

http://www.winonapost.com/Article/
ArticleID/57034/Students-practice-leading-

in-Winona-Model-Legislature

http://www.winonapost.com/Archives/
ArticleID/57324/55th-annual-Winona-Model-

Legislature-a-success
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Facebook and Tweets after Winona League of Women Voters Forum September 12, 2016. 










