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He'd already introduced the same bill the year
before, and it's still alive.

The lobbyist insisted. That's when it hit him:
The lobbyist doesn't care.

"If I put the bill in again," Pelowski says, "the

lobbyist can report to his client, 'T've got the bill

in for 2016 too.' And the client says, 'Excellent

work."









https://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=/THy7xJ1FPQ&ebc=ANyPxKrwgK3WdNyYFdV
3TU-
gXonl4WADWOI99bgAlaYs4iiK878riwDXKITECSHC

-hehZGR3pm9okdyxBgeH8YN10OIYUhlw7bg
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"But new rules won't result in a tighter
ship unless the captains of Starship
Legislature want to follow them. If

they don't, rules can be suspended or

£&——— simply ignored.”
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"The Process should matter
much more than the

And let's note that Winona Rep. Gene Pelowski has already offered a pretty good plan to fix it, if

only more lawmakers would take heed.

The Legislature left major bills on the table this session, including comprehensive transportation
funding, funding much-needed projects across the state including Winona State University's
Education Village, and a variety of other initiatives and policy changes that died before they got

an honest shot.

In large part, that's because of the usual 11th-hour madness that resulted in scrambling to take
care of most of the business that was laid out months ago, with lawmakers saying afterward

they hesitated to vote on multiple bills because they didn't have a clue what was in them.

Pelowski, a longtime advocate for cleaner, more efficient (and saner) state government
operations, has made good inroads in recent years with suggested changes on amendments and
other rules, and this year re-started the conversation on lawmakers who introduce way too
many bills — more than 4,000 this biennium — that are under-researched, uncared for, and too
heavily influenced by outside interests. It's too bad that the lawmaker who quite literally has
refined the model for Model Legislature isn't given a more powerful voice in how good

government should work.

“This session clearly showed that we need to discuss legislative reform,” Pelowski told the Daily

News. “We cannot operate this way.”

What's the answer? We're not sure. But we do think there’s huge value in what Pelowski has been

preaching all these years, a truly model Legislature that values patience, transparency and

compromise.

Limit the number of bills lawmakers can introduce. Enforce the 24-hour rule, meaning any
amendments to a bill must be filed at least 24 hours before the bill reaches the floor for
discussion, instead of created on the fly. Set firm final deadlines on when bills can be introduced.
Get polished bills in the hands of conference committees with plenty of time to debate and

share changes. It's just a start, but it would be a big one.

We've said it before: The process should matter much more than the product. And, best yet, it

won't cost taxpayers a dime. A free program to clean up the Minnesota Legislature? That's

innovation.






Representative Alice Hausman displays, by each tab, the 29 major errors and over 30 minor errors of
the 2016 Bonding Bill that failed to pass in the Senate. This was the meeting of the 2016 Bonding
Conference Committee that never officially existed, resurrected in a fictional interim session that does
not exist and has no authority to pass anything.



Sunday May 22, 2016

The last hour of the 2016
legislative session In the
Minnesota House of
Representatives.

The bonding bill was

taken from the table at

11:17 pm, 1t was about 10

minutes and 30 seconds

later that the secondz
amendment wii the

$821.9 million mistake

was voted on...
Comments by Rep. Alice Hausman

N =

05/22/16 REVISOR JSK/IL A16-1274

.................... moves to amend the ....... amendment (A16-1269), the delete
everything amendment, to H.F. No. 622, the second engrossment, as follows:

Page 9, line 32, delete "30,866,000" and insert "25,866,000"
Page 15, line 24, delete "15,000,000" and insert "10,000,000"
Page 43, line 28, delete "$,822,917" and insert "$1,242,558" 6060
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This secondary amendment to the DE amendment (line 1.5) is a clear example of the blatantly ignored
process on the chaotic last night of session.

With less than an hour to go, this erroneous am_gndmer)t was adopted. It was meant to correct a bond
sale authorization placeholder figure in the bill. The problem is that it was off by $821.9 million —and
only allows for a bond sale authorization of $1.242 million. It makes the tax bill error look small.

i would like to stress this is not at all a staff problem, this is a management problem that left staff with
little to no time to do their job because they waited until the very lastsecond. -

S

Clearly, this error would have been caught had there even been a few hours to proofread the bill. Most

members did not even have the DE amendment in hand when this amendment was offered.
Minnesotans deserve better....

I'm glad we are making these corrections and vetting the bill today. | am eager of all of us to continue
our work to get this bill done so critical infrastructure across that state can be fixed....



"Citizens should also be
asking for change in the
legislating process to reduce
the logjam at the end of future
sessions...Given the lopsided
majority many of them enjoy,
they may not be ousted, but
perhaps they will begin to feel
less comfortable about not
getting their work done. "















"A part time legislature cannot input infinite items Into a
finite process without expecting anything other than a
breakdown. "



Something more
fundamental Is also
to blame. Too
many legislators
are unwilling to
strike the kind of
bipartisan
compromises that
are required when
voters send divided
government to St.
Paul. They appear
more concerned
about disappointing
their partisan bases
than about making
state government
work — and voters
reinforce that
thinking by failing
to hold legislators
to account for
gridlock.



2272 bills were introduced 1n the House as of 3/8/17
Pelowski Digital Journal Entry



Pelowski Gathering Fish Fry, Friday May 19, 2017 6pm, The Penfield Apt 446
Almanac watched at 7 pm with Dayton & Legislative Leaders

WILL 2017 Session End On TIME?

Ecklund fish freshly caught, Sundin salmon spread & beans
Considine beverage, Sandstede salad
Olson bread, Poppe chocolate treats & Spam
Marquart blender beverage, Slocum beverage
Lillie snack veggies, Lien olives, pickles, chips
Griffin cake, Walfer heverage, Walli extras



A special session for the Minnesota State Legislature was
entirely predictable. One practically could
guarantee after the 2016 elections that with a Democratic

governor and a Republican legislature a special session was
likely, and a partial governmental shutdown again a real
possibility. While the tentative budget deal brokered at
11:50 Monday night—just minutes before adjournment—could
all apart, it looks for now that the worst scenario has been

The new normal refers to a process dating back 20 years
here special sessions, government shutdowns, and failed
legislative sessions are the rule and not the exception.

Over the years, half of the budget session has been wasted
on passing bills to legalize Texas Hold’em card games or
Sunday liquor sales. Moreover, because the budget process
IS so decentralized, it is hard to control and discipline, and
the collective disregard for the constitutional single subject

rule simply means that policy gets mixed into budgets,
and, in many ways, no one has control over the budget
until such time as the parties have taken their predictable
Ideological votes to please their bases before they begin to
think about compromising.
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House Speaker
Kurt Daudt
applying
anything but
consistent logic,
labeled his
party’s move
‘genius’ while
o EUnllle!
Dayton’s was
unconstitutional.

The descriptor
Daudt should
have used was

unconscionable
—- for both
actions!

16 Special

Sessions

In the last

21 20 years.



Agreement to have Special Session for
Disaster Relief September 2013

Thereisnothing special about a
Special Session! .



SOUTHERNMN: via Heather Carlson at the Post Bulletin, VERBATIM: “Local lawmakers
expressed shock and dismay Wednesday morning over Gov. Mark Dayton's decision to defund
the Minnesota Legislature. DAVIDS: "lt's very unfortunate. One branch of government cannot
shut down another branch of government. That was totally inappropriate. He'll lose," said Rep.
Greg Davids, R-Preston... Rep. Tina Liebling, DFL-Rochester, said she is dismayed by the
governor's actions, which she said she believes are unconstitutional. She said Republicans have
engaged in similar behavior by trying to slash funding for the state's auditor's office and sneaking
in the language to defund the revenue department...LIEBLING: "lIt's a tool that should never be
used. Period. And the Republicans started it, and | don't agree when the governor does it either,"
Liebling said...Veteran Rep. Gene Pelowski said Dayton's actions are a first. PELOWSKI:
"We've never seen anything quite like this," he said.... Rochester GOP Sen. Dave Senjem has a
very different view. He is upset with fellow Republicans for sticking the revegge® language in the
state government bill. He said he had no idea that was in the bill when hegfoted for it. If
lawmakers had known about it, Senjem said he doubts the bill would hge passed. SENJEM: "
don't know where this little missile came from. I'm personally very digappointed about it, very
angered about it," Senjem said...He said he would like to see Rgfublicans agree to negotiate
with the governor and get the issue resolved adding, "l| hope ji##lat occurs sooner rather than
later." READ: http:/bit.ly/2sr7iQ1

“Sen. Dave Senjem has a very
different view. He said he had no
Idea that was 1n the bill when he

voted for it. If lawmakers had known
about I1t, Senjem said he doubts the
bill would have passed.”
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“The Anything-you-want Legislature” needs limits.
Representative Gene PelowskKi









As the Senate finished their work on the bill, they passed it to the House, where the House amended
one big issue; who would set prices for members. The House amended the bill to suggest that the
Public Utilities Commission would set the prices instead of the Cooperatives. If this happened, the
prices would be static across the State of Minnesota and smaller Cooperatives would pay the same
pricing as larger Cooperatives.

“(This situation) is the whole thing we didn’t want,” said Larson. “The (Board) are all members so it's
not like they are going to jack the (prices) up.”

When the bill bounced back to the Senate, Larson explained to the House Representative why it was
beneficial to leave it as is.

“I felt like once it was explained and the other people at model legislature knew what it meant, it went
over really well,” said Larson. The bill went to Stensgard who signed it as the last bill of the day.

Back to the State Legislature

After the trial run of the bill in the Model Legislature, the actual Minnesota House and Senate began
their push of the bill. Pelowski, Representative Greg Davids and Senator Jeremy Miller all sponsored
the bill.

The bill achieved bipartisan support, but Governor Mark Dayton vetoed the bill due to some concerns
with the politics of the policy.

“The discussion from the Model Legislature was almost identical to the discussion that occurred with
the governor,” said Pelowski.

Pelowski noted that environmental proponents pushed for the Dayton veto, fearing that the power
given to municipal cooperatives would not have the same environmental standards.

Instead, Pelowski noted, these cooperatives have had a strong push towards solar and wind, such as
MiEnergy’'s Renewable Rays Solar Initiative.

The bill underwent several rounds of renegotiation, but Pelowski believed that the biggest push came
from a dinner with Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith, as well as with Cooperative representatives. The
meeting functioned to “explain the positive parts of the bill,” said Pelowski. “That it wasn’'t as Draconian
as the other side was saying.”

With Smith’s support and understanding, she was able to help push the bill before Dayton finally
approved it.

Leaders in the making

Thanks to the exposure in the Model Legislature, Pelowski and other sponsors of the bill were able to
get a valuable preview of some of the conversation regarding the bill. Pelowski intends on continuing
to provide these experiences for students.

“When the students are there they are dealing with real legislation. It's hands-on learning but hands-on
learning with something that may become a law,” he said. “It trains students to want to do public
service and government.”

Pelowski noted current legislators are “graduates” of the Model Legislature and he wouldn’t be
surprised to see Stensgard, or another one of the many students, running for office in the near future.
“It's been fantastic that Rushford has taken a very strong position that students are going to take an
interest in Model Legislature,” he said.

His role as governor of Model Legislature has been positive for Stensgard. “| had some support from
the Rushford kids (to run),” he says. “l figured, I'd just try and see what happens. It’s interesting to
know that something we passed as high school students ended up being passed in real life.”







http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/i-

love-this-place-winona-model-legislature-turns-

students-into/article_8c138c3a-90bf-5819-a28b-
ec7a0e6edcf8.html

http://lwww.winonapost.com/Article/
ArticlelD/57034/Students-practice-leading-
in-Winona-Model-Legislature

http://www.winonapost.com/Archives/
ArticlelD/57324/55th-annual-Winona-Model-
Legislature-a-success
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Facebook and Tweets after Winona League of Women Voters Forum September 12, 2016.















