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Winona Daily News

Legislating success for 50 1962

years: Model Legislature Mayor Norm Indall
gives a unique insight into

gover Illllg process e &

By Mary Juhl mary.juhl@winonadailynews.com Nov 15,2012 [ Wi n O n a A re a J ay c e e S

Winona’s Model Legislature turns 50 years old today.

The program, which allows middle school, high
school and college students to navigate Minnesota’s

legislative process firsthand, has plenty to celebrate.

It’s the oldest program of its kind in the nation,

founded in 1962 by Mayor Norm Indall in conjunction

with the Winona Jaycees. Since, it’s fostered a

learning community that has produced state

legislators, teachers and highly-informed students.
dents in the model
u Center on Thursday,



Winona Area Public Schools celebrates A former student of Norm Indall, now a

_the Wlnona MOde| LegIS|atu re parent of students, writes about the Winona
o s e R VR T 'y Model Legislature.
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participated in Model Legislature over the
years? The 47th Session of the Winona Model
Legislature has just wrapped up. Started in

1963 by WSHS Social Studies teacher, Norman

= Indall, Winona Model Legislature gives area
SR students the opportunity to actively re-enact
$8 American Govemment by researching and
writing relevant legislation and serving

| as representatives, senators, pages and ; .
members of the governor’s office intradusing, & r?f‘ E.mkﬂ I ZH g,j;rvﬂ;u 4

2 G o

JL‘E.{? e

debating, and acting on bills. This apportunity
is the oldest of its kind in the United States and . g B,
cultivates a keen interest in many participants. o Y Prnaapn et addin Jl hA
Representative Tom Tillberry and Senator -y
Jeremy Miller participated in Model Legisiature
as high school students. Gene Pelowski
has been the Model Legislature advisor
¢ since 1975. He serves in the MN House of
Representatives, and teaches AP Government
at WSHS and Teaching Social Studies in the ol it L.»-w*
Secondary at WSU. His WS5U students are \
coordinators of the Model Legisiature.
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Facebook helps piece
together the early
History of The

Winona Model
Legislature.

Ahmed El-Afandi

It was brought to WSU as a result of
negotiations between Norm Indall (WSH),
Don Onnen (Jaycees) and myself (WSU)
and | was the WSU advisor till | went on
sabbatical in 1989. After that, Jim
Bromeland took over as advisor. After
that...? | am not certain whether the
Jaycees kept a record of all the bill books
or not, as | don't know about their
bookkeeping. It might be worthwhile to
check with them about any missing
material. Just a thought. Good luck with
the project.

Ahmed El-Afandi

Cotter being the only participating school
came later. Lanseboro and Lewiston, as
well as Rushford participated in the earlier
year. Gradually, Rushford and Lewiston
dropped out due fund shortages and
decline in number of students.

1w Like Reply

Gene Pelowski
Yes but their bill books are missing and | am

searching.
1w Like Reply

Gene Pelowski

Ahmed El-Afandi found some of the
missing material. You are listed as WSU
Advisor several times.

=== 100 R 1ous

Tm Like Reply




[ 1978

Model Legislature

Winona Area Jaycees

Participatin Schools

Lanesboro High Schoal
Winona Senfor High School

MODEL LEG[SLATLIFIE =197 %

KRYZSKo aMrons -
WINoA STATE INIVERSITY
Harch 31 and Apri1 1, 1975

SCHEDULE 0F Hosted by the Pal

Winona, Hinnesota“ka] Science Department, Winona State University,

ACTIVITIES

8:30 - g5 a.m.
8:45 - 9:15 5., E:E;::;::';:,, N Winona Area Jaycees 1978 Model Legislature
9:15 - 9:30 a.m, Election of Dfficors tudent Board of Directors
TATE UNIVERSITY SEGRIE mmRdE e
WINONA East Cafeteria Chairman, Cameron Kienenberger Chaired by: Celia McCord Henderson
Invocation .
Welcome, President Robert Altof Members : gawz Euegﬁd
i I i D Tfmelﬂ' Dpen Sm“mha RRstdyees J:gge{ome Vimer
Po“hcq SClence epa 10:15 - 10:30 a.m. 525"'1'3,_, fﬁesf officers Nancy Louise Keller
10:30 a.m. Adjourn Joint Sessian
}?]3‘55 - :;Ag a.m. Committee Meetings
= :00 p.m. House and Senate Convene, Kryzsko Commons
. 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch Break
MGrCh 3 ] Ond Apr" ,.I' 1978 1:00 p.m. House and Senate Convene
3:00 p.m, Adjournment
Winona State University Student Advisors
President, Dr. Robert Hanson Gene Pelowski, Winona
Political Science Department E. W. Devine, Lanesboro

Communications

*Tina Bergland - 1
Dan Ramer - H
Jim Pitts - H
E111 Ceminski - s
Brian Ruppert - §
Mary Ask - H
Jennifer Olson - H

Enerqy & Environment

*Ruth Colclough - 5
Bryceson Maus - S
Margaret Soland - H
Candy Ostrom - H
Ross Richards - H
Matt Streater - 5
Gregg Marg - H
Pam Stever - H
Karen Ostrom - H
Joyce Ruen - 5
Betty Brose - H
Brent Denckhahn - H
Colin Maws- H

Taxes & Judicia

*Greg Ready - S
Paul Brosnahan - 5
Ken Osmonson = 5
Larry Hatton - H
Dennie Walker - -]
Siri Martin - H
Hancy Keller - H
Don Griffing - H

MODEL LEGISLATURE COMMITTEES

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1978 Serss Bronaland

»

9:00 a.m. House and Senate Convene
- 10:00 - 10:15 a.m. Recess, Vote for Awards for Best
Speakers in House and
Senate
= - 12:00 p.m House and Senate Reconvene
- ” :;?Ag p.m. Joint Sessfon Convenes
%}:‘ ,‘){{ 12:00 - 12:15 p.m. Speaker, Rnnmsintauvn Tom Stoa
7 GF= S e 30 Youth Governor Address
//q/‘(/t‘ A~ l=2 Lol Presentation of Awards
% . . Election of 1979 Model Legislative Boar :
g e P:"‘ Adjobrssen - students of Mr. Miner's typing classes whose

ledge the
Eii‘;]"‘:s‘?&:?ﬁ?’:tﬁi and typists allowed the bills to be printed.

77

o >
Education Transportation lS the %’ﬁl %{(M

*Theresa Curran - § *Dave Ruen - H L
David Jilk - H Beth Keister - H
Jennifer Baudhuin - H Bruce Olson - H [ ] s . JME ?
:Inl}’rng =H Jim Pickett - H % |Ei .
lartin Moen - H Eyle Gernes - 5 l.
BEW; Iﬁawstuﬂn =8 Pam Buhler - H v e a le S O e __f 7 —./j“-—-/-
oe] Ruen - H Marcia Osmonson - : I
Kent Mueller - S Jean Johnson - H . % \/iz
Karl Mikrut - S Karen Decker - H ' :
Dan Mumson - H Jon Vamer - H r
Sue Decker - H Joe Schuth - H

Teri Collins - H Tim Donahue - S d o
Celia Henderson - H

Kerry Klungtvedt - H

Kris Hall - §

Health & Social Welfare

*Theresa Kostner - S O O

Victor Vieth - H

Tom Hipps = H
Gordy Overing - S

Mary Kuklinski - H r——r-"\z, /é;f__ @T / Mw;/f/ﬁ

Sean Connolly - H 1%

[ J ! ; %
iscovered so B o AL
far.

* Chairperson
5 Senate 5
H House




1978

Model Legislature
Winona Area Jaycees
WINONA STATE UNIVERSITY
Political Science Department

March 31 and April 1, 1978

S i

Lanesboro High Schoal
Lewiston High School
Winona Junior High School
Winona Sanior High School

1985
Winona
Model Legislature

Winona Area Jaycees

Winona State University
Political Science Department

Winona Senior High School
Social Studies Department

April 12, 1985

0

n § D

T L

—

Cotter High School
1 Lewiston High School
983 Lanesboro High School
- Winona Senior High School
- Winona
| .
Model Legislature
Winona Area Jaycees
Winona State University
Political Science Department Folitical Science Department
Winona Senior High School Winona Senior High School

Social Studies Department Social Studies Department
April 14 and 15, 1983

9w

C“t"—"-‘" High School
anasboro High s 1001

1982 Winona Senior High Scheol
Winona

Model Legislature

Winona Area Jaycees
Winona State University

Lanesbore High School
Lewiston High School

Winona Junior High School

Winona Winona Sendor High School

Model Legislature

Winona Area Jaycees

1981

l Winona
Model Legislature

Winona Area Jaycees

Winona State University
Political Science Department

Winona Senior High School
Social Studies Department

Winona State University
Political Science Department
Winona Senior High School
Social Studies Department
April 18,1984

April 21 and 22, 1982

March 27 and 28, 1981

owen |°

»

=l Y
d w19 w @ o
118 pages

T o

ﬂ"#

1986 -

Winona ‘“llr

erevs 1990
wlll|r

1988 ® 1989

L ]

: Winona Winona “'.].l‘l.i Winona
Model E:e%l‘?lait“ff Model Legislature Model Legislature Medel Legislature
April 22 & 23 April 21 and 22

Winona Area Jaycees — .
4 &) - e Q)
-
‘Winona State University u] I

Political Sclence Departmeant

Winona Area Jaycees J gy Winona Area Jaycees
2 A o »
»
—
‘Winona State University

Winona State University
Political Science Department Political Sclence Departmant
Wi
%

L
Winona Senlor High School a S g

' ' Social Studies Department 3 + +3 S '
1J8 ! i 5 '
1
"~ ¥l W i

‘Winona Senlor High School inona Senlor High School

Soclal Studies Department Seclal Studies Depariment .
Cetter High Sehool é

F(A
Cotter High School s;, a@ 31- Cotter High School %

Winona Area Jaycees, Winona Senior High School,
WSU Political Science Department sponsor the

Winona Model Legislature.

6




Participating Schools PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
Cotter High Schoo I 9
Lanesboro High ool 82 High School
Winona Senior High School Lanesboro High SCho‘i‘l LLaer:«einsbtoorno Higgh School
Lewiston High Schoo
Winona Junior High School
Winona Junior High School .

Winona Senior High School

Hosted by the Polit

T il ical Science Department, Winona State University, Winona Senior High School
- Hosted by the Political Science Department, Winona State University,
Wing 1982 Model Legislatura Hosted by the Political Science Department, Winona State Winona, Minnesota.
—=nona Area Jaycees Student Board of : University, Winona, Minnesota.
Bob Bambenek, Chairman Lynn Anderson -- Chairperscn WINONA AREA JAYCEE'S 1985 MODEL LEGISLATURE
John Knight = TaYcERtE 1983 Model Legislature iy STUDENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kim Sollenberger —-m:”t Sk’ St — STUDENT BOARD E DIRECTORS

Rosemary O'Brien Pat Shortridge

Jack Becke Roger Aldinger Jeff Senn
= Sally Oofn:;l);l Ellen Andersen
Suzanne Kiihne Kurt Dammermann
Tim ;;;tl:;Chlimﬂm Steve Wilmot
Winona Senior High School Lanesboro's § Director L ol Rt
i s WINOMA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL WINONA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL LANESBORO'S STUDENT DIRECTOR
Gene Pelowski Ted 5t. Mane —————e— LANESBORO'S STUDENT DIRECTOR e
Gene Pelowski Gene Pelowski Dan Sorum
Shelia Severud
LEWISTON'S STUDENT DIRECTOR
Winona State University Student Adv LEWISTON'S STUDENT DIRECTOR Chuck Herber
James Bromeland, e e A R L WINONA STATE UNIVERSITY Lori Ehenseldt
Political Science Department E. W. Devine, Lanesboro High —_——_——r— STUDENT ADVISORS
HODEL i i i i
HOOEL LEQISIATUAL BOAND 1383 Anmed El-Afandi STUDENT ADVISORS WINONA STATE UNIVERSITY Chris Ahrens, Winona Junior High School

Tom Stowell, Lewiston High School
E. W. Devine, Lanesboro High School

Political Sclence Department

Chairparson: Lynn Anderson (M)

fin oo tinniract oo Ernie Buhler, Winona Junior High School Ahmed El-Afandi

Lynn Andarson o Tom Stowell, Lewiston High School Political Science Department
5:.',5“::*“%"““ ) E. W. Devine, Lanesboro High School
Jack Becker (B}
oy R *We wish to acknowledge the students of Mr. Miner's Advanced Typing
, \ I O T *We wish to acknowledge the students of Mr. Miner's typing classes Class whose skill as interpretors and typists allowed the bills to
*We wish to ac r.i.fo the ‘_:lu.l( "IlJ| hjlu.-L:;d::—-].:t;.}-—.lEé ;r;;;;q ho! whose skill as interpretors and typists allowed the bills to be be printed.
skill as interpretors and typists allowed 1ls £ printed.
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS - - . PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS Participating Schools
/ ’ L:'natsbnro HIilg'h School Cotter High School
Cotter quh School wiston High School Lanesboro High School
S e Winona Junior High School Winona Senfor High School
Lewiston High School Winona Senlor High School Al
me-ﬁqh School Cotter High School
Winona
Senior High School Hosted by the Winona Area Jaycees, Winona State Polltical Hosted by the Political Science Department, Winona State University,
Sclence Department and Winona Senlor High School Soclal Winona, Minnesota

Studies Department

Hosted by the Political Science Department, Winona State
University, Winona, Minnescota '

¥Winona Acea Javcee's 1986 Mode] Leaislature
X Student Boacd of Dicectars

1983 Model Legislature Winona Area Jaycees 1981 Model Legislature

WINONA AREA JAYCEE'S Student Board of Directors Kathle Rasmussen Gall Buhler(Secretary) —Student Board of Directors
3 = Steve Cl1ft President, Tony Winczewski, Jr.

Bob Bambenek, Chairman Kim Sollenberger - Chairperson Steve Wilmot(Chair} Chairman, Rich Ralston Jenny Epps -- Chairman

John Knight John-Paul Double Kathy Elton

Matt Youngatrom Michone Ouellette

Tim Nustad Paul Repice Chris Nelson

Suzanne Kiihne Todd Tweedy Phi1 Duran
WINONA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL Joellen Barak Andy Kudrle §1m So1lenberger

John Ad Dan Leary ohn Knight
Cene slowakd John Slade Cotter's student director:

Hans Dammerman Winona Senlor High Lansboro‘s Student Dicector Gretchen Oppriecht

Julie Sternal

Gene Pelowskl Dan; Gortm Lanesboro's student director:

WINONA STATE UNIVERSITY Lanesboro's Board of Directors Dean Jacobson
James Bromeland, Kim Haug
Political Science Department Diann McCabe

Julie Ruen Winona State Unlveralty Student Advisors Hinona State Universit Student Advisors

g d El-Afandl Chris Ahrens, WJHS i rt Hanson Father Jennings, Cotter
LEWISTON ADVISOR Student Advisors . Bolitical Solence Department  Tom Stowell, Lewiston O Sehas Dot E. M. Devine, Lanesboro
o7, ") Isel, Lewlston

Tom Stowell Bee Hoffmann, Cotter High Schoo R o e James Bromeland Gene Pelowski, Winona Senior High

E.W. Devine, Lanesboro High S Peter Horton, Cotter

*We wish to acknowledoe the students of Mr. Miner's typing
I‘:]ﬂes w:;ase skill as interpretors and typists allowed the L We wish to acknowledge the students of Mr. Miner‘s Advanced
5118 to be printed. Typing Class whose skil| as Interpretors and typlsts allowed We wish to acknowledge the students of Mr. Miner's typing classes whose

the bills to be printed. ski11 as interpretors and typists allowed the bills to be printed. X




Bob Bambenek,
Winona County
Recorder, visits

with Secretary of

State Steve Simon

at the 2017 Model

Legislature.

Mr. Bambenek was
the Winona Area
Jaycees Model
Legislature
Adyvisor in the

1970s and 1980s. ’_
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FIRST SCHOOL COMMITEE BILL PARTICIPATING s
CHRISTINE WSHS  GEN.LEG. H PROWIEIT CIGAR VEND. MACH
NINDY 4545 TRONSPOAT S MANDATORY SEATBELT USE — . ann?sti;i- Hii{gh School 1988
ELLEN WSHS  BWIRONME M PHASE OUT LEADED GAS PAULSIN ART WHS ENVIRONME S REDUCE 502 & NC: EMISSION Wing © High School
MARTIN UJHS EDUCETIZ 5 NINT# GR. COMP. TEST PELOMSK] GENE WJHS GEN.LEG. 4 REOUCE LEGISLATSE w1nona Junior High
8RAD 4SHS  TRANSPORT S SCWOOL BUSES STOP PENHEITER ALAN LANS  GEN.LES. S STATE LOTTERY RS na Senior High
SCoTT 43H5 EWIRDNME H GROLNIWATER PROTECTION PEREDA JAHES WSHS  TRANSPORT W SPEEDING PEMALTIE £34PH Po I'Ed by the Winona g
BETCHAARS MELISSA WHS  GEN.LEG. 5 TEST FOR ILLEGAL INTOXIC, PETERSON HICHAEL LANS  EDUCATION K STATE-WIDE GRADING SCALE itical science Departm aycees, the Winona state Universit
0LLANT HATT WJRS  JUDICIARY H CHILD TESTIFY BY VIDEC PURTZER RaY WSHS  GEN.LEE. H AMEND MN STATUTE 51,07 ; ent, and the Winona Senior High Socigl
BREWER SUZAN WSHS  TRANSPORT W STIFFER Wl PENALTIES REIN CHRISTINE LANS  HLTHWWELF H ABORTION NOTIFIZE™ION tudies Department
BRENND ANNE WSHS  EDUCATION § CENSORSHIP BY SCHOOLS REPICE PALL WSHS  TRANSPORT H SEATBELT USE IN “TR VECH.
BUKLER GAIL WSHS  EDUGATION S POST SEC. OPTIONS ACT ROEHL AR WSHS EDUCATION H ACCESS T0 EXCELL ALl . Winona area gaycee's
BUHLER BAIL USHS  HLTRMELF S FROMIBIT AIDS STUDENTS RUEN ERIC LANS  DWIRINME A HARDWDOD HARVEST & 1988 Model Legislature
ADAY TRANSPORT S ELININATE *FUZZ BUSTERS® gEHmERg:INE RGN WSHS HLTHMMELF S CHEWING TOBACCO #RNINGS Brian Ruppert Student Board of Director's
STEVEN JUDICIARY § AIDS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT I NITCH WSHS  GEN.LEG. S STATE LOTTERY
CONRAD ELI1ZABETH ENVIRONHE H  GROUNDWATER scHumz HIKE WIHS  EDUCATION H MNDATORY 12 YRS. SCHOOL mn&ng_s_enisz:_m_cm ghristme Seppanen-Chair
COMBILL ERICH HLTHWELF ¥ LEGALIZE EUTHANASIA SOBIESK ANE WSHS  EDUCATION § COMPUTER AMARENES: CLASS milga Hermsen
DAMERSANN KURT TRANSPORT § STUD. TIRES BY EMER. VEC. SOLBERG JENNY LANS  JUDICIARY S CONFINEMENT TIME DN Dul Gene Pelowski e d“; gu?thatch
sl sl JUOICIARY H PROTECT INFORNNTS SOLBERS KEVIN LANS  TRANSPORT H DRIVERS PERMIT FOR WIRK Social studies Department el
DETTLE BETSY BEN.LEG, 5§ ACID RAIN COMMITTEE SORUM Den LANS  GEN.LEG. 5 REPEAL DRAM SHOF A Wi John Pack
DOUSLE 1P, EDUCATION H FREE COLLESE SORUM DARRYL LANS  ENVIRONME H EXAN FOR HUNTING .ICENSE iversit Stacy Pawlowski
FICK MARY GEN.LEG. S PROKIB NON-RETURN BEV CON SQUIRES SARA USHS  GEN.LEG, H PROMIBIT HAZING Adam Clift
GANNAAY WAYNE HLTHWJELF H ADMISSIONS TO HOSPITAL STEVENS T000 WEHS  TRANSPORT H MANDATORY AUTD INSPECTION :hrilfd.lﬂ—nfandi Tohn Taaa
BENANDER BART TRANSPORT M SEATBELT USE IN AUTOS TAYLOR CHRIS LANS ENVIRONME W CONTROL SOIL ERUSIN olitical science Department Gene Pelowski
BERNES PHIL JUDICIARY § LEGALIZE CAPITAL PUNISH, THRINE SCLOTT WUJHS  TRANSPORT H MANDATORY AUTO INSPECTION Jeremy Allaire
BERMES WANESSA JUDICIARY W LEGAL PRODASALES OF DRUGS TRUCNG DUNG WSHS  HLTHAWELF H ASPARTAME WARNINGS ab ’
HENGEL SCOTT TRANSPORT S VECH. INPECTION TESTS 1525 :t;stal: usus HLTRWIELF S WARNING DN SHKLES T08ACCO udent Direc Advisors
TING HLTHWELF H BAN CIGARETTE MACHINES B WSHS  HLTHWELF S TOBACCO TAX FOR Can. RES. ; T
BEN TRANSPORT H  LEGALIZE FIREUORKS (RASTH ket LANS  EDUCATION H ATHELETE DRUG TES™NG Hachagd Feterson Curt Peters, WJHS
Ay EDUCATION & ADV. PLACEMENT ENGLISH WAHGEN LORI LANS  HLTHMIELF H _EGALIZE EUTHAMAS': % S E.W. Devine, LHS
BOB TRANSPORT = LEGAL BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL ILMoT STEVEN WSHS  EDUCATION 5 REVISE ACCESS T0 Mike Meurer, CHS
JOEL HLTHIWELF  H MANDATORY ORGAN DONATIONS FOLNGSTROM HATT WSHS  EDUCATION K ACCESS TO EXEC. T..Tim Andy Clift Paul Seppanen
RO8 EDUCATION § C-AWE FOR X-CURRICULAR Matt Lund John Wernz
PAUL EDUCATION K 1SD FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES
BRAD TRANSPORT § DOMESTIC AUTO TAX CREDIT
ANDY TRANSPORT H MANDATE HEADLIGHTS ON
JUDICIARY H 5000 FAITH* STANDARDS
P R B il We wish to acknowledge the students of Mr., Mincr's Advanced
TRANSPORT  § BDATING FATALITES Typing class who skillfully interpreted and typed our bills, «nc
TRANSPORT & T LAUS Mr. Martin of Winona Senior High Central Printing who printed the
BWIRINME H BOU HUNTING bill book for us.
MICHEAL JUDICIARY H LEGALIZE CAPITAL PUNISH
TRENTON GEN.LEG, S5 SLIDING RULE TAX We would also like to thank the Minnesota YMCA Youth In Govern-
i " "
LIsA LANS  HLTHMELF K TOBACTO USE OF MINORS ment program for the use of the bill forms, rules, and "How to
MATT WHS  EDUCATION H MANDATORY 12 YRS, SCHOOL forms.

1988 bills are individually hand typed by Mr. Minor’s
WSHS typing class and it takes a week to type the bills.

The 1986 data base was created by WSHS student Tim
Nustad in 1983 to help organize the bills and legislators.




Jaycees Model Legislature moves to Winona State University as the host when the
Jaycees disbanded. Gene Pelowski became the Model Legislature Advisor in 19785.
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| - DAVE MAKE - 1R e

|u Wi.L STOLTMAN. ' . =2 e NAD]:]G\CVYE %UL:E_LI\JJER

i ELIA HENDERSON - : ! A

*_ STAGY ::gugb ! i JON VARNER ‘g;!\urm,
|~ GENE PEL.OWSKI mwﬂon A R R%EgCiK{)ﬁggsPﬁmwsM

T L —

ey 1980-BOARD |
e BlLL::GHUTHJﬂ ~CHAIRPE. RbON : | v |
| . GHRIS BAUDHUIN ol ' R%gg(% C()ﬁfggs -8
TINA BERGLAND W | e -«

0 7 okeuan FENTON CE | JENNY £PPS “‘Wsﬁi

COLIN MAUS 6FNE |
LAURIE RUKAVINI™ “’s*a

' “'* U] MMI

" GEWLIA HENDERSON |
GENE PELOWSKI- AB\inOR |

,,,_..__.__

1978 BOARDY é

dNANGY KELLER- GiIAIRPI‘RbON A BE&RD _

T v RUEN T CIENNY EPPS -

1Y GregoRY READY . N KNG i

| CUONSVARNER 7 1

E ‘.3 i GENFfE!‘meDWSOR . i Pédu—EDHE Eﬂggz SKII_
T M ERGER

’ 1§ 982 B,

LYNN ANDE RSE N"U}f\?ﬂl’l RSO
JOHN KNIGHT g

s KIM SOLL ENBERGER .

JACK BE CKER -

BETH JOHNSON :

B  SUZANNE, KIIHNE ’

GENE PELOWSK|-~ ADVISOR

""'--W, S —

12 2 BiR'S
r ! E;’.;’. .'.#‘

1983 BOARD
KIM SOLLENBERGER
_JOHN KNIGHT
i TIM ‘NUSTAD
%,  SUZANNE KIIHNE
t JOELLEN BARAK . ..
1o JORN ADAMS *“({‘gﬁ“’

JOHN SLADE  oefiew
HANS DAMMERMAN - !
JULIE STERNAL

1984 BOARD o
| 7IM NUSTAD- cllAmPrRogN |

|
SUZANNE KIHNE
PAT SHORTRIDGE &

| GALLY CORNWELL
GENE PF | OWSKI-ADVISOR

al | : ) - !“"‘ﬂ“‘_

-
5.\:
]
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1985 BoARn

PAT SHORTRIDGE

JEFF SENN

v . ELLEN ANDERsON

‘ KURT DAMMERMANN
STEVE wimor
STEVE Cury

GENE PELOWSKI-ADVISOR

'—*_-__*.—

S

STEVE WILMOT GHAIR
GAIL BUMILER SEC.
_MAYT YOUNGSTROM
| - =% . STEVE curT
|q + - -JOEN-PAUL DOUBLE
1 . PAUL REPIGE
TODD TWEEDY
ANDY KUDRLE
DAN LEARY
GENE PF).OWSK) ADVISOR

€

~ | FILA DES

“hAvE DOWNIE
AI{IJF)\REW FROSCH
JON GORMAN
CHRIS KAUFFMAN
%  JON LOWERY
RYAN LYNCH

< BECKY MARG
MEGAN McCREADY
JUSTIN ODEGAARD

SALIE OLSON
RYAN PELOWSK]

RACHEL PETERSON
KURT RANNFNBERG

TONY ROMA|N
EMILY ngl_lez

- TIFFANY STEDMAN

“LOWSK1- Ay,

i

y

.:‘ [
. |
, A

st 'k

BRIAN BLASER

. . JACOB CALVERT

ANDREW FROSCH
BEN HYLE
ADAM McMiLLAN
BRYAN MECHELL
JEREMY MILLER
RYAN PELOWSK]
RACHEL PETERSON
KURT RANNENBERG

 RACHEL. SALISBURY

MEGAN TASCA
JAY TRICKET
SARAH WERNIMONT -

2

HARVEY




1999
The last Student
Board Of Model
Legislature
Directors.

The WSHS
American
Government
Classes will take
over the
organization of the
Model Legislature.
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Senate Comatttas, EL LEGISLATURE
1. Discussion Prige ty
1. B Mo, Committae Action = HALL AUDITORIUM
Heute Final Commitcen Pricrity N, -
1. _ Flear Priorizy, IONA STATE UNIVERSITY
.  Introduced by Sanate Acticn AR
of ‘5 T Koue Actisn
* Delegaticn Principal Author Gavarror

Title of 8111: An Act ®

fuve
Juv

8E I7 ENACTED BY THE YOUTH MOOEL LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINMES
- t bill ) req

£ 1

Sectlon I.

juveni
Hurder

Section II

AD 0O O R B L P

Sectlon IIT. 1 1 fis i addlcl

10 T e T y Sub

Break

House

12 kg EEite on ooy

Lunch

House and

Recess anc
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The 1990 bills are individually hand typed by Mr. Minor’s WSHS
typing class and it takes a week to type the bills. Then the bills are
printed in a Xerox machine. The first data base was created by

WSHS student Tim Nustad to help organize the bills and legislators.
The one day April Model Legislature dur to spring activity conflicts

will force the move to early December.
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WSHS Model Legislature

Third Session

Senate:

e

Governor:

enate

Introduced by

Stedoren Tistao, Bill #09

A bill for an act
relating to crime prevention; requiring that all new
chiefs of police of municipal police departments in
cities of the all classes and directors of statewide law
enforcement agencies appointed on or after
January 1, 1898, hold a bachelor's degree; proposing
coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 626.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. [626.8625] [CHIEFS OF POLICE AND DIRECTORS OF
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES REQUIRED TO POSSESS BACHELOR'S
DEGREE.]
Subdivision 1. [BACHELOR'S DEGREE REQUIRED.] (a) Except as
vided i ivision 2, n ief of poli
a municipal poli i ide law
enforcement agency unless th alor’
(b) A person applying for appointment to the position of
a statewide law enforcement agency on ¢ r
must hold a bachelor's degree and submit proof that the person
holds the degree as part of the application, 't :
Subd, 2. [EXCEPTION.] Chiefs of police of municipal police
departm armnmes:cm_lamglwmgmgm_agm .
appointed before January 1. _!M|Mhamw%mwmegln
schooling by September 1, 1998, and submit proof of that schooling.
in order to meet the requirements in subdivision 1.

\S

Stedman
October 26, 1997  hr.3
Proposed Bill and Explanation

Objective

I am proposing a bill to require all chiefs of police obtain a bachelor's degree

A police officer must have a high school diploma {or have successfully passed a General
Education Development Test), completion of an aceredited police academy. and generally an
accumulation of 60 hours education at a post-secondary level i Criminal Justice or a relaged

Through expenence and skills they can be promoted up the chain of command as in any
job. Like the other jobs. I feel. the level of education should go up along with the promotion
This is not alwavs the case in the Law Enforcement. In some places of this country the differenice
between a police officer and the chief of police 15 a little more than a couple of vear's
expenience ** Does not the public deserve more”? After all a chief is responsible for all facets of
the police department operations. personncl management, organizational structure, training. and
fiscal admimstration * He must deliver specches and make decisions. While expenience is one
aspect of applving skills and understanding, education scts the basic fundamentals in place of
should be conducted

how that pre

Law Enforcement is a business. One must need to know how to manage that business or it will

fail. There 1s no magic formd Ia for solving the problems that come along with that operation It
al Cre 1 I

working together and someone with proven leadership skills, a
ce that the work 15 being

ntire staff of people

FOQUIFTS an
'l 5 S{TONE OFg nonal skills to overs
-dec of the operations, and Strong ofgamaal
knowledge of the ope

overseer should have a firm base to grow from. That
in a great part. should come from organized nstruction Simple proaf of th
nag ¥

ccious education is 3 bachelor's degree. A

n and successful exhibition of that pr

jed out in the best possible way That

f knowledze,

basis 0

accumulatiol

bachelor degree states that the knowledge has been usefully demonstrated is clear biack print. It

savs one was there, one studied. and onc understood

Two persons can have the same vears of expenences but the events of those experiences could be
entirely different. (dictated by ime, place, and other environmental aspects) thus aéaulllng
differcnt knowledge. Who is to say which one is the smarter, the quicker, or the better? There 1s

no measure of the two. They can only be

p But if the Is are in place, and

then the practice applied, the display of the attained skills is the operational difference

Not to say that a one-day-old college graduate is any better than a five-year officer. Each of them

lacks what the other has acquired. The acad

y 15 already datory and in place to begin the

training  Onc must have the training to advance, Why not, if an officer wants to be paid more
and take more responsibility, shouldn’t they have shown the integrity by attaining the schooling

oo? Expenence is important, but education should not be optional

the proper function of the human race, taken in the aggregate, is to actualize contmually the
entire capacity possible to the miellect: primarily m speculation: then, through its extension and
for its sake, secondanly tn action.” - Dante

he Education and Fxpenence Requrements af the Criminal Justice Standards Dyvision of MNorth Carolina
= apphes 1o Minesotn and Wisconsan according 1o Officer Holly Quanlan of the
nt

ge, TX “Appointed by position by Maver with
tion of - depariment S ave associale degree
1 supervisory experience  Jeadership and
6 Excellent henefiis

atian request for chiel of police m Stark County, Ohio

An essay is required of participating students with a Pro

paragraph and a Con paragraph. This is to assist students in

debating the bill in committee and in the House and Senate.
Sources are required to support their essays.
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Oath of Office

| do solemnly swear that | will support and defend the
constitutions of United States of America and Minnesota
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that | take this obligation
freely, without mentalreservation or purpose of evasion; and
that | will well and faithfully discharge the duties on which |
am about to enter, so help me God.

1997 Governor ‘!

1297 Speakergf_the ?puse

’LE'J? Presidentgfthe Senate
z Best SDEEer of thpiuuse

/j Bes.t Spea ernflhe Senate
7 el AL D
/7 3

Pages for December 1997

6th Grade
Heather McCready
Kari May

7th Grade
Elizabeth Frosch
Amy Kauffman
Beth Fauffman
Meidi Miller

Liz Pflughoeft
Matt Pflughoeft

8th Grade
Lucy Bartash
Lindsay Johnson
Erin Hawkinson
Orion Henningsgaard(Not Sat.)
Kassy Klinger
Andy Peterson
Ryan Seibert(Not Sat.)
Sara Warnke(Not Sat.)
Josh Wilke
Nathan Wissman(Not Sat.)

The Winona Model Legislature is still meeting on a Friday &
Saturday. Conflicts on Saturday, as noted by the pages not attending
on Saturday, push future sessions to a Thursday & Friday.
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Tiffany Stedman and her
mother hand made The Model
Legislature Banners in 1997. |
They are hand painted on light
canvas cloth with stitched
edging and gourmets for the
cable supports.
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The Model Legislature Banners in 1997. They —~
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Sometime back in September you
led a rag tag group of challenge students
into the world of government. Believe me,
being part of that group, | had no idea
what we were getting ourselves into. |
never imagined that | could learn so much.
| never imagined | could think so much
and laugh so much. And | never knew
my friendships with these kids could ex-
pand so much. Between our fits, fights,
and complaining, yes, we actually did learn
something and loved every minute of it!
Your stories sparked our interest and
made us ask questions about things that
we had never thought about before.

Now bright eyed with imagination
churning, | just wanted to express my
gratitude. Mr. Pelowski, you open door-
ways to impressionable minds every day
— hopefully not always to the Inferno —
and you leave your mark. | just wanted
you to know that it's a good one: the mark
of educator that doesn’t just teach, but ex-

pects and initiates. This is what true edu-

. _trh:e ti

is all about.

| hope that somewhere along the
line we met up to your challenges and,
if in any way, returned the favor with our
curiosity. | would like to think that we
aided in brightening your days — if only
on occasion — and gave you one of the
things you need most: our attention.

Thank you for this, and thank you
for a million more memories, the precious
sparkles of my senior year. Thank you for
all the times you just sat and talked to me
and joked around; actually, especially for
mes that we joked around.
Mr. P, it has truly been a delight.

F O3 7 -’
N —/
r D

ANDREW | ROSCH
JON GORMAN
CHRIS KAUFFMAN
JON LOWERY
RYAN LYNCH
BECKY MARG
MEGAN McCREADY

Mr. Pelowski upon her graduation.




To provide eaential shills amd rich academic expeniences in @ safe, supportive enviromment, involeing families and community resources, o oll leamers can thrve and under
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% TH E 861 Volume 13 E R
Number 8 B .-'I*a, \". |
5 April 1998 g /% =1 el
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| EDUCATOR s
|
In this year’s model legislature the need for
experience and leadership are the
key.......vote R&P.
Ryan Pelowski & Kurt Rannenberg for your
Governor & Lt. Governor
| In 2000
1998 BoARp Ryan
Niccr auna Pelowski &
MANDY BAMBENE
M.m;.lig;léif_"" | Kurt
: ‘ \DW . DRIAN BLAsig | Ranneberg
_a N s VTUKARI CAYE Lo | -+ . JACOB CALVERT i
?'F R - & | BY O GOTELLE | ANDRE-WL’ Fﬂo‘srga ' will be
o o ad ¥ L DowNIE | BEN HYLE elected
Winona High School ninth graders Kurt Ranndx ; ANDRER € i ADAM McMILLAN Governor
Ryan Pelowski (right) spent part of their spring bsgk as page L = ?E;é:‘d:";‘l‘[*ﬁ; g Pelowski and
for the Minnesota House of Representative. Ryan ana{ ' ;Qﬂﬁ,i'?ﬁ.qc;. | RYAN PELOWSKI Lt. Governor

responsible for passing out amendments and carrying m@ \ ”'AiKL M;':Iuﬁm i RACHEL PETERSON Ranneberg
: . MEGAN McCREADY e
to House members during floor debates. JUSTIN ODEGAARD ) KURT RANNENBERG of the

SAL!E OLSON " RACHEL SALISBURY .
?f:gf?? PELOWSKI ; MEGAN TASCA . Winona
KURT RANNENBERG , (ERNEE TERN!M'ONT- . .

oY ROMAINE - SARAH WERRINEEEEE 1 egislature

MILY SpEy 17 gl .. il :
STEDMAN _ GENE PEEOWSKLS  running on

TIFFANY I -
SENE PELOWg)- e pROMELAND, TRISH HARVEY their

'\DV!SOR St O
"Ml experience.



The picture in the letter Winona gumy,  Winona Senior High School
G W St. Charles High School

was taken in Winona one Model # e L ey
month befOre Senator Leg|513tu re gy Winona Middle School

Wellstone’s death.

October 20, 2002
Dear Senator Wellstone,

Thank you for accepting our invitation, on vour recent visit to Winona(see picture
bl-‘]uwi Lo "1\-"‘ T_hi u'_t‘lr.-_ﬂing -de['ef-s to I'_hE '||."v. inona Maodel h—-mal.,i[_un- I Thur\d ay,

The letter arrived at
Wellstone Minnesota's
Campaign Headquarters “cizifﬂ“{h

BRIAN BLASER ™
- ACOB CALVERT ‘ou have any qut mum ‘ﬁ.r are lcll'_'.l]\_lﬂ'f' mm ard to he aring }uur‘ remarks on

the aftemO On hiS plane ' MDHRET 'HFJ;?_SC” ;_.:'Ef:En'lhE'!T :'E1h,- Thank vou again!

ADAM MeMiLLAN

BRYAN MECHELL
CraShed JEREMY MILLER &
RYAN PELOWSKI » . : ! -
) RACHEL PETERSON The Winona Model Legislature Student Board of Directors,

. KURT RANNENBERG —— e . S T
" RAGHEL SALISBURY
MEGAN TASCA

. JAY TRICKET

A former WSHS student [
and Model Legislatur,
Participant, Bryan
Merchell, opened the letter
and was going to reply
when the word came that

w1 -.- E_,.kr'

the Wellstone plane had K o e
crashed. e




Representative Pelowski is given a cover for his

- chair by the Alpha Females for his support of their
Model Legislature Agenda. They were elected to

Model Legislature offices of Governor, Speaker of
the House, President of the Senate and Chair of

WamMeanSﬂw M
WM‘“B STou

FROM THE ALPHA FETTALES

AP GOV '02-'03

~ NeverParktheBus

Paid for by Friends Who Loved and Admired Panl Wellstone.

WSHS Alpha Females met with
Senator Paul Wellstone in
Winona a month before his
death. Wellstone agreed to give
the opening address at the
Winona Model Legislature.




Winona Model Legislature Governor Sarah Merchlewitz(Alpha Female) presents Governor -

Enic Young of the Winona Doy News
On Thursday, govemor-elect Tim Pawlenty was met
at Bluffview Montessori School in Winona, Minn., by a
crowd of more than 50 sign-waving students from
local colleges and high schools and parents of
Bluffview students. The signs spelled out messages
of concem over education funding and the importance
of quality schools and teachers. Here, Winona Senior
High student Sarah Merchlewitz explains to Pawlenty
the budget plan she and the Winona Model Legisla-
ture wrote as a resolution for the govemor-elact.

Pawlenty
greeted with
skepticism

Many at local school rally
doubt governor can balance
budget without raising taxes

Elect Pawlenty with a proposal. December 13, 2002

Pawlenty greeted with skepticism: Many at local school rally doubt governor can balance budget without raising taxes

By Jerome Christenson / Winona Daily News
Governor-elect Tim Pawlenty's "no tax increase" message met with a skeptical reception Thursday morning at Bluffview
Montessori charter school.

Holding up signs reading "Taxes teach children," "Don't pass the buck to schools, cities and counties," and "Don't
shortchange the future," about 50 parents, high school and college students were on hand to meet Pawlenty when he arrived
in Winona as part of a two-day "listen and learn" tour of southern Minnesota.

"We hope he (Pawlenty) will reconsider his no-tax pledge," said Winona school board member Sharon Ropes. "If he doesn't,
schools and education are going to pay the price."

Pawlenty was presented with a petition signed by more than 50 Bluffview parents urging him to abandon his no-tax position
and make "preserving all forms of quality public education the highest priority."

During his campaign for governor, Pawlenty maintained the state's fiscal woes can be remedied without increasing taxes, a
position he maintained even as the state's projected deficit reached $4.56 billion.

Sarah Merchlewitz, a senior at Winona Senior High, presented Pawlenty with a resolution passed a week ago by students
participating in Winona Senior High School's Model Legislature. The resolution calls for dealing with the deficit through
income tax reform, tax increases on alcohol and tobacco, and extending the state sales tax to clothing as well as spending
cuts. Merchlewitz said high school students have a special responsibility to speak out "since we will be the ones directly
affected," both by cuts in education funding and by higher taxes.

Pawlenty told the crowd he would "try to hold K-12 education harmless," but pointed out that school costs were up by 10
percent. "We have to slow down increasing costs," he added.

He reaffirmed his commitment to balancing the budget without a tax increase. "It's a principle that's at the heart of the debate
in Minnesota," he said.

Pawlenty speaks to students during a question and answer cession at Bluffview Montessori. Eric Young of the Winona Daily
News

After touring the school, Pawlenty spent some time with Montessori middle-school students. Student Zoé Reinhard asked the
governor how he planned to balance the budget without raising taxes.

Pawlenty told the students taxes in Minnesota are some of the highest in the country, and while the amount of taxes the state
collects is still going up, "spending is going up much faster." State spending is going up by 10 percent to 15 percent a year,
he said. "Ask your mom or dad if their paycheck is going up 10 or 15 percent," Pawlenty said. "We can't grow government
faster than paychecks."

Winona County Commissioner-elect Dwayne Voegeli was skeptical. "If he can balance the budget, not raise taxes, and have
his big road building project I'll kiss his toe," Voegeli said




A copy of the

},,_ Resolution [ Winona Model Legislature

December 12, 2002
WlllOlla Resolution for Governor-Elect

Model  § Tim Pawlenty
L egiSlatu re Resolved: The following is a budget plan enac Lgd by the 2002 Model

Legislature of Winona held last Thursday and Friday (Dec. Sth and 6th).

Enc Young of the Wirana Daty Mews

On Thursday, governor-elect Tim Pawlenty was met a4
at Bluffview Montessori School in Winona, Minn.. by a Governor < ( We would hope that you look at (;1;; Irpsrcarmsaj though it may differ from

crowd of more than 50 sign-waving students from
local Acoliogus and high schools and parents of Sarah : Our solution to Minnesota’s massive budget deficit is
Bluffview students. The signs spelled out messages ii Income Tax Reform, Tax Increases on Alcohol and Tobacco, extending the

of concemn over education funding and the importance Sales Tax to Clothing, along with selected Spending Cuts.

[ 2
zf qu;l ag]t%schgois ind teachegl. Here, Winona Sentor MerChle i i ltZ : Although tax increases are never favorable, Minnesotans demand the
9 udent Sarah Merchie explains to Pawlenty highest quality of life, which requires sustaining programs and services.

the budget plan she and the Winona Model Legisla- is h Olding in

ture wrote as a resolution for the govemor-elect.

the picture Yok Marchlinttz
PaW|ellty and gave to ;m Mller.

Lt. Governor
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Many at local school rally
doubt governor can balance
budget without raising taxes
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LISTENINGfromAl  gtar Tribune — December 13, 2002

Pawlenty:
FEducation
must be more
accountable

“We can't continue on that
path,” he said. “In government
it takes a crisis to get things
done. Well, we now have the
crisis.”

After the tour, Pawlenty told
reporters that K-12 education,
the largest cost-driver in state
government, would probably
be unharmed in his proposed
budget, or that at the least, cuts
would be avoided. But he also
cautioned that efforts should
ade to hold the education
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and options for
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that's best for

natives a
cation. W
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them.”
Outside Bluffview, Winona
high schoolers waited for a
chance to put in their two
cents’ worth. It took them only
two days, they said, to solve the

Pawlenty is lending
an ear onroad trip

Governor-elect hears state’s fears

By Mark Brunswick
Star Tribune Staff Writer

WINONA, MINN. Gov.
elect Tim Pawlenty embarked
on what was billed as a two-
day listening tour of southern
Minnesota on Thursday, and
he got an earful mostly
about the state's looming $4.56
hillion deficit,

In Winona, about 30 par
ents of students at Bluffview
Montessori, the first charter

school in the nation, met Paw
lenty outside as he arrived for a
visit. Bearing signs that said,
"Pawlenty: Please be every
body’s governor” and "Taxes
teach children,” the parents
said they were concerned that
his no-tax-increase campaign
pledge would hamstring his
ability to solve the budget
problem and still deliver quali
ty education.

“We don't see why he has to
adhere to an ideology like

Source: Office of Gov.-elect Tim Pawlenty

that,” said parent Steve Leon
hardi. “Ie should be more
pragmatic about solving the

problem.” sota.”
But Pawlenty, a Republican,
sald he would not budge on his  LISTENING continues on A10:

pledge, pointing to the dispari
ties
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spending and revenues.
“It’s a principle that is at the
heart of the debate in Minne

Winona high schoolers had a
solution to the budget crisis

between government

budget crisis. Among their rec-
ommendations:

» Increase taxes on ciga-
rettes and liquor.

» Take $500,000 from the
tobacco settlement proceeds.

» Extend the sales tax to
clothing (which they said
would generate $300 million a
year).

» Create a new tax bracket
for those who earn $100,000 or

more,

» Give the working poor a
tax credit.

“We did it by the skin of our
teeth, but it can be done,"” said
Sarah Merchlewitz, a student
at Winona High School who
was elected governor of the Wi
nona Model Legislature.

Her government teacher,
state Rep. Gene Pelowski, DFL
Winona, ran the numbers by

the state Finance Department,
and officials there said the stu-
dents’ plan worked.

As he left the school, Paw-
lenty suggested that the stu
dents send their findings to his
office and told them he would
look at them.

Before Winona, Pawlenty
stopped in Red Wing. After-
ward he journeyed on to Roch-
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The 2002 Model Legisture is dominated by the Alpha Females, Senator Paul

Wellstone’s death, Tim Pawlenty elected Governor and the participation of Page
Ben Ruberg .
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2002 Model Legislature
Pages

Schedule of Events 2002

ever Park the Bus

December Sth

85:00-8:30

8:1308:35 Prayer, Pastor Wade Dayick
8:35-8:50 Wellstone Tribute * —

9:00-9:30
9:30-9:40
9:55-10:00
10:10-12:00
12:00-12:45
12:50-1:05
1:05-2:40
2:40-3:00

3:00

Friday, D
8:30-10:30
10:30-11:45
12:00-12:45
12:45-2:00
2:00

2:20
2:30-2:45

3:00

December 6th

Andy Ayers
Melanie Blasko
Jenna Hamre
Elliott Heath
Chelsea Hinrichs
Alyssa Kenow
Amanda Peter
Ben Ruberg

ristin Sackreiter
Erin Smith
Ellie Thomas
Lindsey VanDeWater
Paul Warneke
Matt Weegman
Mitch Weegman

Registration at Front Desk/Refreshments FOLOE By EVASE i vl e et FRpt g

A special tribute to Senator
Wellstone uses the Bob Dylan
“Forever Young” video clip
played at the Wellstone
Memorial.

Candidate Speeches & Elections of Officers
Swearing in of Elected Officers
Governor Address

Committee Meetings
Lunch at Krysko Commons

Parliamentary Procedure Workshop In Joint Session
Convene

and Senate

House

Announcements

Recess

Committee Meelings
House and Senate Convene
Lunch at Krysko Commons
House and Senate Convene

2003 Model Legislature Board Volunteers
Governor Address and Presentation of A
Announcements

Adjournment of 2002 Model

Ben Ruberg is a Page in 2002. He will use his computer
expertise to transform the Model Legislature in 2005-6.
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Allen

Anderson
Bambenek
Bestul
Bestul
Blom
Bohn
Carroll
Chapman
Dalton
Darbo

Frosch
Heaser
Heath
Hyle
Johnson
Johnsrud
Johnstone
Kamick
Kauffrman
Kauffman
Keane
Kendall
Kilmarton
Kinneberg
Krall
Levinsky
Loewen
Lorenzen
Lowery
Mayorga

Last Name
McCready
Mechell
Merchlewitz
Merchlewitz
Miller
Miller
Nicklay
Norton
Papenfuss
Pflughoeft
Pollock-Foote
Rybarczyk
Satka
Schmidt
Schroeder
Schwartz
Shea
Smith
Spang
Stoa
Thompson
Walsky
Wilbright
Wilson
Wilson
Young
Amold
Bambenek
Biesanz
Blank
Compton
Emmons
Hemmelman
Hesch
Holmquist

First
Chris
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Mike
Kelly
Mike
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Nicole
Kelly
Pamela
Alex
John
Charles
Kira
Max
Elizabeth
Elizabeth
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Garrett
Sam
Tim
Stefan
Tyler
Nick
Amy
Amy
Peggy
William
Seamus
Ashley
Joe
Holly
Erik
Emily
Nick
Silviano
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Heather
Chrislopher
Sarah
Peter
Heidi
Sarah
Jacob
Enc
Matt
Matt
Jesse
Michael
Laura
David
Matt
George
Chris
Amanda
C.J.
Ryan
John
Haley
Dane
Amber
Valerie
Ryan
Jenny
Molly
Andy
Lindsey
Peter
Cassie
Brandon
Will
Abby

Name Committes Assignmenis

Judiciary
Commerce
Commerce
Judiciary
General Legislature
Commerce
Judiciary
Education
Environmental and Agriculture
Commerce
Education
General Legislature
Environmental and Agriculture
Education
Education*
Education®
Education
Ways and Means
Environmental and Agriculture
Health and Human Services
Environmental and Agriculture
Environmental and Agriculture*
Ways and Means
Transportation -chair
Transportation -chair
Environmental and Agriculture
General Legislature
Environmental and Agriculture
General Legislature
Education
Education
General Legislature
Health and Human Services
Health and Human Services
General Legislature

Commitlee Assignments
General Legislature

General Legislature
Education-chair

Judiciary

Ways and Means -chair
Health and Human Services
Health and Human Services
Judiciary

Judiciary

Commerce -chair

Health & Human Services
Commerce

Judiciary

Judiciary

Transportation*®
Commerce*

Transportation
Transportation
Transportation
Transportation
Environmental and Agriculture
Transponation
Transportation

Ways and Means

Ways and Means

Ways and Means
Commerce

Commerce

Commerce

Ways and Means
Commerce

Environmental and Agriculture
Education

Health and Human Services®
Education

l'.ﬂ‘l‘ House/ Bill Tople

65
50
46
85
61
17
19
6

28
24
26

B2
45

House  Universal law for helmets

House m i ing for d

House Controlled substance punishment
House Raising bartending age to 21

House Transportation for any resident pupil

House Condom distribution in sex ed.
House Penalties for littering

House Banning pop sales In schools
House Grant money for Minneapolis
House E ing issi I

House A ding child supp ideli
House Organ donor on ID card

House Funding change in stem cell research
House Prohibiting smeking

House Increasing cigarette tax

House Gas tax increase for public transit
House Animal abuse penaities increased
House Changing curfew laws

House Criminal voting

House Same sex marraige

House Recover damages for graffiti
House Revoking license for one DWI
House Removing speed limits

House Indexing minimum wage

House Increasing cigarette tax

House Expiration for driver's lisence
House Light pollution

House Sales lax exemption

House Maintaining insurance rates
House Prohibiting cell phone use in cars
House Missile ban

House Legalizing sparklers

House Expanding DNA collection law
House Reg g e-mail

House Keg registration

Bill ¥ House/ Bill Topic

75 House A of vehicle ing

66 House Prohibiting smoking while driving

8 House Extending sales tax to clothing

ar House Toxicity of drinking water

34 House Mistreatment residents long lerm care
10  House Standard price for movies
ﬁij—il-loéﬁa Banning cell phone use in cars
b House Banning sale of video games

72  House Prohibit road salt use

64 House Driver's examination at age 70

12 House Junk food ban in schools

59 House Traffic regulations for fire trucks

33 House Prohibiting partial-birth abortions

23 House Promotion of E-85 oll

27 House Medical use of marijuana

15 House Pledge of Allegiance in School

30 House Smoking bans

4 House Banning sale of violent video games
52 House Aleohol punishments increased

9 House Public ownership of MN Twins

63 House Restrictions on speeding

81 House Inspecting i

27 House Compassionate use act for marijuana
18 House Extracurricular participation

35 House Prohibiting pop in schools

74 House Revenue from motor vechicle tax

71 Senate Pedestrian right of way

22 Senale Energy efficient products

53 Senale Prison labor use

57 Senale Defining vagrancy

40 Senate Exemption of military from income tax
13 Senate Student use of medication

5 Senale Prohibiting mass purchase of firearms
77  Senate Insurance for acupuncture

31 Senale Parent authorized tanning until 18

abusers

Last N...

First Name Committee Assignments E.i House/|Bill Topic
Huggenvik Andrea Education 32 Senale Non-smoking hotel rooms
Jessen Blake Environmental and Agriculture 3 Senate Smoking restrictions
Kauffman Beth Judiciary-chair 84  Senale Required training for school board members
Krings Mandy General Legislature* 42  Senate Making college tuiton tax deductable
Krumholz Tyler General Legislature-chair ) Senale Regulating light pollution
MacDonald Chris General Legislature 48  Senale Firearms and salety requirements
Marek Mike Health and Human Services 54  Senale Legalizing fireworks
Meier Natalie Environmental and Agriculture -chair 55  Senate Prison time for sex offenders
Mormon Linda J.AS.L -chair 101 Senate Newspeak in public buildings
Olson Angela Transportation 29  Senale Banning smoking in restaurants
Pflughoeft Liz Judiciary* 60 Senale Requiring bycicle helmets
Pomeroy Jamie Health and Human Services 14  Senate School related abuse
Porter Cameron General Legislation 11 Senate Physicals for high school athletes
Riddle-Ford Sonja Health & Human Services-chair 79  Senate Mandatory voting
Rowe Nyssa Health and Human Services 56 Senale Decreasing drinking age
Thompson Peter Transportation 20 Senale Labeling for GMO free foods
Wameke Ellen Transportation 39  Senate Eliminating income tax
L:_'j Wenzel Sara Ways and Means 78  Senale Prohibiting transport of animal
L Yard Chris Ways and Means * 2 Senate Industrial Hemp
Al o ! Host Committee
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A bill for an act to

A bill for an act
relating to taxes; sales and use; exempting certain
sales of pets from sales taxes; amending Minnesota
Statutes 2000, section 297A.70, by adding a
subdivision.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2000, section 297A.70, is
amended by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 17. ([SALES BY NONPROFIT ANIMAL SHELTERS.] Sale of an
animal by an e t organization under section 501(c) of the

Internal Revenue Code is exempt provided that the organization's-
main purpose is animal rescue and the price of the animal does
not exceed the reascnable costs incurred in caring for the
animal prior to its sale. Reascnable costs include food

shelter, advertising for placement, and veterinary costs,
including costs for spaying or neutecing.

[EFFECTIVE DATE.] This section is effective for sales made
after June 30, 2003.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: Section I
Statutes 2002, 624714 d 17, 3 odded by Laws 2003, erticle

2, chapter 28, section 22, is amended to read:

Subd. 17 [POSTING: TRESPASS.]

{a) A person carrying o firearm on or about his or her person or clathes under a permit or

otherwise who remains of o private estoblishment knowing that the aperator of the

estoblishment or its ogent has mode o reasonable request that firsarms nat be brought

into the esteblshment moy be ordered to beave the premises. A person who fails to leave

when so requested is quilty of a perty misdemeancr, The fine for a first of ferse must not

exceed $25 $100. No more than $250 for the second of fonse,

Matwithstanding section 609.531, o firearm carried in violation of this subdivision is not

subject to ferfeiture |
() As used in this subdrision, the terms in this paragraph have the meanings given.
(1) "Reasonable request™ means a request made under the following circumstances: (i) the
requester has prominently posted o conspicuous sign at every entrance to the 1.30
establishment containing the following languoge: “(TNDICATE IDENTITY OF
OPERATOR) BANS GUNS TN THESE PREMISES.". (i) the requester or its agent
personally informs the person of the pested request and demands complionce. (2)
*Prominently” means readily visible and within feur

feet laterally of the entrance with the bottom of the sign at o height of four fo six feet

A B for an Act o
Fiequiring automatic fire

e Léneg
Gowerscy

IPLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES, FIRE ALARM
SYSTE \I\ FIRE ALARM SYSTEM REQUIRE
1

into law by the 2003 Model Legislature
Governor Chris Yard.
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A Bill for an Act io:

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF

Section |

Section 2

Section

MINNESOTA

A sales tanation system that rewasds conservation of fuels, and
penalizes the copaena consumption of resowces. The rate of txxation
willbe determined by milcags data provided by the misufactuscr sa
stated on the new vehi cher sypeaging over 3 mpg will be
sabies tax cnempt. Cars averaging S8R fopg wil be taned 6% Cors.

under 14 mpg vall he ued-1% All can sveraging over
40 mpg will be exempe from all kioensing fees. Likewise, all on-road
webiicles that s powsred by hybrid gasolineselemnic enganes, electric
powered vehicles, e hydeogen cell vehicles of
desmosaresed eff fow ooyt

The purpase of this bill is 1 encoursge the use of fuel cfficient can
and preserve natural resources. Additionally, o peotect the
enviroement from the harmfil chemicals in car exbaast. This bill will
also contribute to & decrexse in our dependence spon an umsabls
Middle Exstern petroleum supply.

Emergy efficsent — the rate of commversion of fuel isto coer

Hyhrd, elestric, nnd cell driven power system - en road vehicles
utibizing innovative power plizes 10 achieve supenor mpg
efficiencies

mpg - males per gallon (on the Bighway)

Natural resources - the natural wealth of 8 country, consisting of land,
forests, mineral deposits, water, ot

Tuxation — the revenus raised by taves
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¥ sentenees for repeat sex offenders.

Definition; conviction of offense. For purposes of this section,

i olfense™ means & completed offense of an afiempt 1o commit an offenss.

7. Subd.2

Presamptive executed sendence. Except s peovided i subdivision 3 or

B. 4, if a person is convicted under sections (09,342 1o (09,345, within 15 years of &
9, previoms sex offense comviction, the coart shall commit the defendant 10 the

10, commissioner of commections for not less than sheec 5i3 years, mor more than the
11, maximam senteace provided by law for the offense for which convicted,

12, mot withsesnding the provisions of sections 242 1%, 245,08, 609,11, 609,12, and

13. 509,135,

The court may stay the exccution of the sentence imposcd under this

14. smbdivizion cely if it finds that a professions) sssesument indicates the offender |5
15, sccepted by and can respond 40 treatment at 8 kong-term inpathent program
16. exclusively treasing sex offenders and approved by the commissiomer of cormections.
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Advanced Placement American Government Journal

The Winona Senior High School, Advanced Placement American Government students are required to

write a Journal of what they did to get their bill passed during the legislative session.

The following student referred to herself in her Journal in the third person. It was in the spirit of Ceasar’s
Commentary on his Conquest of Gaul.

“What was amazing was how professional everyone is, in the committee and in the House.
Everyone has the ability to argue, agree, discuss in such a respected way, it is amazing. As the
second and last day of Model Legislature came to a close many things for
Rep. ----- had been learned about legislation.

You need perseverance and virtue to get anywhere in Legislation.

You have to push your bill and make sure your voice is heard.

Expressing your opinion is key in committee time.

There is no place for a passive voice or person

Model Legislature is an experience that allows you a chance to see what politics is like and
what it means to think for the world.”

NERD=

34
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A special thank you goes to the
Winona Senior High School, Advanced Placement American Government Students.

They raised over $2000 for the printing of the bill book, awards, supplies needed to put
on the Winona Model Legislature.
Y () L] It was their leadership{Gravitas) in organizing the entire Model Legisiature and putting
MO del I e glslatu re Blll B O O k I n n OVath n S together this bill book that has been essential to the success of the Winona Model
Legislature!
Winona Senior High Scheol Advisor
Grene Pelowski
Winona Senior High School, Advanced Placement American G QvErn t
Michael Bestul, Derek Brommerich, Julia Chapman, Kayla Dahl,
John Darbo, Grace Flinsch, John Fox, Jeremy Girard, Claire
Hammer, Joel Herrick, Kirsten Himmler, Nicole Howes, Stefan
Johnsrud, Joseph Krall, Nimit Lad, Walter Meine, Peter
Merchlewitz, lan Nicholson, Scott Olberding, Joseph Orlowske,

It’s 300 pages color coded by the committee the bill =R e
goes to first for visual tracking when moved from [EEmSiER ittt

Ben Ruberg's computer expertise  organized  the spreadsheets, merged the

one of the nine standing committees. This color |EEEEEEEERtEaE
coding appears on the Table of Contents Page. Two T
day Model Legislature appears. Gravitas page

University .h“ been a generous and gracious  host
of the Winona Model Legislature,

thanks fundraising now needed to support printing [ ——"

Marcia Warg o “'_I-mm. Nutional  Bank,
David & Keily gop o™ Activity  Group, Winona G
Y RubergJudge  Jeflory “ounty  Bar Association,

of bill book and materials for the legislative session. EEESEteS ot aa

Student  Council, grie Johasrud PRt Catherine Barileson,  WsHS

& Sunrabser  Kiwanis,
—7

« Hannah  Judish, Alyssia  Kenow

und pasting this year's bills into
their headers for the bill book.

Cotter High School Advisor, Mike
has been vulstanding

over $2000.
Merchant’s  Bank, Robert Kierlin,
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each bill.

Walter Meine Kirsten Himmler

Committee Hearing Legislative Action
Commerce

. Health & Human Services Bill Number
. Ways & Means SF62 House

N e A major advance
T G and now hand

increasing minimum wage. Override Veto

‘f work done only

A bill for an act

relating to employment; increasing the minimum wage;:

anending Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 177.24, during the MOdel

BE IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Secti Minnescta Statutes 2004, section 177.24, °
. i T is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. [AMOUNT.) (a) For purposes of this e lS a ure eSSlon
subdivision, the terms defined in this paragraph have the [ )
meanings given them.

{1) "Large employer®™ means an enterprise whose annual grosa
volume of sales made or business done is not less than $500,000
(exclusive of excise taxes at the retail level that are
separately stated) and covered by the Minnescta Fair Labor
Standards Act, sections 177.21 to 177.35.

(2} "Small employer®™ means an enterprise whose annual gross

volume of sales made or business done is leas than $500,000
(exclusive of axcise taxes at the retail level that are S u en S
separately stated) and covered by the Minnesota Fair Labor
Standards Act, sections 177.21 to 177.35.
(b} Except as otherwise provided in sections 177.21 to

Ld (]
7.35, avery large smployer must pay each employes wages st a artl l
te of at least §5.15 an hour beginning September 1, 1997, at a S
at least $5.90 an hour beginning July 1, 2005, and at
1 least 5€.65 an hour beginning July 1, 2006. Every
pay e=ach employee at a rate of at least

SR legislators and
pE e advisors.

smployee
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Winona Model Legislature
Session 2005

Authors of the Bill

Senate Author

Walter Meine Kirsten Himmler

Commirtee Hearing Legislative Action
Commerce

Health & Human Services Bill Number

House Author //

Ways & Means SF62

Bill Introduced By Senate
Walter Meine

Action Taken in Committee

~m/ Governor

___,4\__ Senate

A Bill Foran Act To

“verride Veto

A bill for an act
relating to employment; increasing the minimum wage;
amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 177.24,
subdivision 1.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MIMNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 177.24,
subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. ({AMOUNT.) (a) For purposes of this
subdivision, the terms defined in this paragraph have the
meanings given them.

(1} "Large employer™ means an enterprise whose annual gross
volume of sales made or business done is not less than $500,000
(exclusive of excise taxes at the retail level that are
separately stated) and covered by the Minnesota Fair Labor
Standards Act, sections 177.21 to 177.3S5.

(2) "Small employer” means an enterprise whose annual gross
volume of sales made or business done is less than $500,000
(exclusive of excise taxes at the retail level that are
separately stated) and covered by the Minnesota Fair Labor
standards Act, sections 177.21 to 177.35.

{b) Except as otherwise provided in sections 177.21 to

every large employer must pay each employee wages at a
least $5.15 an hour beginning September 1, 1997, at a
$5.90 an hour beginning July 1, 2005, and at a

£ $6.65 an hour beginning July 1, 2006. Every

each employee at a rate of at least
January 1, 1998, at a rate of at least
i1, 2005, and at a rate of
006.

2005
Ben Ruberg,
WSHS Student,
uses his Mac Book
Pro to digitize the
Model Legislature
Bill Book.

Creating a bill

header that ties

data directly to
each bill.
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o move all this
information into
each bill. It is now
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Book Pro.
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e Students voted for candidates that
supported their beliefs and ideologies

e The stickers in the picture state the Ruberg is for
Women'’s Rights

e These students also created yard signs, a first for
Model Legislature
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The Winona Model Legislature
Gravitas Award 2006

Ben Ruberg

The Roman st,ate sought leaders Wlth Gravitas for its
Respublica. Ben Ruberg’s leadershlp mithe Winona Model
Legislature Was -essentjal for its successAn:2005 and 2006.

This modern Fasces, an overs1zed Gavel,
1s m recogmtlon of his Gra,yl,tas
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Representative Gene Pelowski




Model Legislature » Model Legislature 2007 » Alpha Order with Link to Bill =

2 0 O 7 A collection of bills for the 2007 Model Legislature.
Dashboard This List: Model Legisl: P (7]

Home Event Schedule

o Documents O Type Name First Name Last Name School Grade Bill Assigned House House Number
W S l l I I e S 1 d e n t Shared Documents @_] Isabella Isabella Albright Winona Senior  Family Planning Senate
2 Albright High-9 Clinics RNs to
Model Legislature 2018 dispense birth
control.

Lists @J Lisa Lisa Amundson Winona Senior  Global Warming Senate
arrc rucgcr
Pages 2018

Elaine Ayers Elaine Ayers Winona Senior Prairie and wetland Senate
Committee Chairs 2018 High-11 restoration planning
relating to U of M
Election 2018 land in Dakota

S u p p O rt S h aVin g i oo

Minnesota Legislative Viviane Bain Viviane Bain Winona Senior Modifies Sustainable
Websites High-10 Forest Act

House Myles Myles Beckman Winona Senior Exempts veterans
Beckman High-11 from firearm
Senate certificate.

Callie Bensel Callie Bensel Cotter-12 Renewable Standard HF4

Energy Established
ta f B n " < Paul Paul Blacklock Winona Senior  Prohibits possession HF2531
I ) All Site Content Blacklock High-12 of firearms for

reasons of mental
health.

, Tom Blacklock Winona Senior Lignocellulosic HF2448
Blacklock High-11 ethanol production
’ grant.

Lauren Lauren Borkowski St. Charles-10  Prohibiting body Senate HF1013
Borkowski piercing under the
age of 18,

[ ]
e n 1 O I C O m u t e I Jon-Michael Jon-Michael Brandt Winona Senior Regulating biodiesel House
, Brandt High-10 fuel sales.

Brooke Brooke Brewer Winona Senior Regulating House HF1824
Brewer High-11 amusement rides.

e n e I at e d M O d el Tim Bruels Tim Bruels Winona Senior Transportation House HF964
High-12 vehicle Sales Tax

Proceeds

Christopher Christopher  Bullard Winona Senior  Funds for hearing HF1071
Bullard High-12 aid loan bank for

Legislature |

Jacob Dalton Jacob Dalton Winona Senior Changing Income Senate HF1932
High-10 Tax Rates

[ J Heather Heather Dansingburg Winona Senior Encourages School House HF2006
Dansingburg High-12 Districts to Purchase
l Locally Grown
Foods.

Heather Heather Dansingburg Winona Senior 1-35 Bridge Collapse HFSS2
Dansingburg2 High-12

c l e ate a Web Erik Darbo Erik Darbo Winona Senior  Restricting 4X4 HF1127
High-12 Truck Trail

Development.

Joshua Joshua DeGallier Winona Senior Minnesota Prayer
DeGallier High-12 Day

b a S e d » e I S lO n ® Jessie Delano Jessie Delano Cotter-12 Modifying where sex

offenders may reside
upon release

Jacob DeMarais Cotter-12 Low emission vehicle
DeMarais program identical to
California.

sonja Deuscher Winona Senior ERA Constitutional House
Navcchar Hioh_11 Amendmant




Gail Buhler
Subject: Greetings and a thank you
Date: Fri, 22 Aug 2003

Representative Pelowski,

I'm not sure whether or not you remember me. I'm Gail Buhler. I was a student of yours who
graduated in 1987 and interned for you during one of your first years in St. Paul.

['ve been meaning to write you an email for a long time now to thank you for the excellent
education you gave me. I am constantly amazed at how often I am able to recall and use things I
learned in your class. I currently live in Washington DC, a few blocks from the National
Cathedral, and think of your World History course everytime I walk around the Cathedral
grounds. My husband always comments on how jealous he is that I had such a great education.
The more I learn about high school educations in other areas of the country, the more impressed
I am by the extremely high quality teachers the Winona School District has. I must say that your
courses have proven to be the most influential courses I have ever taken, including any of my
college or law school courses. Thank you!

I am also very happy to see that you are still representing
Winona and the surrounding area in the legislature!

1986 STEVE wiMoT giam
GAIL BUHLER S£C

Gail Buhler _MATT YOUNGSTROM
3 STEVE CLIFY
&+ - -LOHN-PAUL DODBLE < S =
PAUL REPIGE OWS
YODD TWEEDY N PELOWSKI § .
ANDY KUDRLE Gail Buhler of Winona worked as Rep. Pelowski’s

A B gg;;'g,g;r;‘,,,m intern from February 9, 1988 to April 25, 1988.




Model Leglslature Rules ’
Comniiftee 2006 s

Minnesota House of Representatives
House K-12 Finance Division

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Winona Senior High School junior Joel Hanson, pictured
above, served as a page in the Minnesota House of Rep-
resentatives last week. Hanson testified before the House
K-12 Education Finance Committee with state Rep. Gene
Pelowski, DFL-Winona, to talk about how technology can
be used in the classroom. Hanson also took questions
from committee members.

April 30, 2009

Former Pelowski Student Enjoys Hands-On

Learning Experience
As Minnesota House of Representatives Intern

ST. PAUL — Joel Hanson, first year political science
student at the University of Minnesota, is about to
conclude his session long internship with Rep. Gene
Pelowski at the Minnesota House of
Representatives. Along with conducting research,
meeting with legislators, and providing support to
legislative staff, it's been another opportunity for
Hanson to learn from one of his favorite high school
teachers at Winona Senior High School, Rep.
Pelowski.
“There are differences between learning from Mr. o
Pelowski in the classroom and learning from Rep. Mlnnes Ota Senate A_]] Staff
Pelowski in the Legislature, but the similarity is I
learned a lot,” said Hanson, who interned for 2017-2018 Biennium Ninetieth Legislature
Pelowski throughout the 2009 session. “This has

b t rtuni he lecislati Joel Hanson 1300 MSB
peen a gred OI,) PO .mty sec the cBIs atl,Y © process Media Relations Specialist 43 651.296.5307
in action and I've enjoyed every minute.

-_—
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SFEAKER

When Representative Tom
Tillberry presented his first bill
on the House Floor
Representative Gene Pelowski
was Speaker Pro Tem.

|

DFL Re Gene Pelowski, right, poses with DFL Rep. Tom Tillberry ho used to be one of Pelowski's studen, . | Representative Tillb erry begin by

Pelowski sees former student present bills G AN TRINS N CH IS
Whnons ol Nows conaitiom o e ™ oAbk v} D rrer bileifom » o Mr. Pelowski’s American

When he presented his : activities like model Legisla-
In all his years of teach- bills, Tillberry told other leg- can get more involved ture — where middle school

ing, Winona Senior High islators he was reminded of than this.” and high school students GOVGI I I I I lent C aSS Or MO e

School teacher and DFL Rep. being in Pelowski’s American - write and hear bills just like

Gene Pelowski never had a Government class at least 25 DFL Rep. Gene Pelowski, a regular government body

i rears ago — and that he had on seeing a former stude ks 0 e < b b 4 3
e R ok e oo B Mt IR [ coi1slature except this time it 1S

Tillberry, of Fridley, one of he is today. “I don’t think you can get
Pelowski’s former students, “I had to pause and take berry, 43. more involved than this,” he f 1 29
presented his first bills to in this nostalgia,” said Till- Pelowski said it was an said. Or rea o



NDY BAMBENFK
BRIAN BLASER ’
. JACOR CALVERT l

|

v ANDREW FROSCH
: BEN HYLF A
ADAM McMiLLAN =
BRYAN MECHELL \‘
JEREMY MILLER &
RYAN PELOWSKI

RACHEL PETERSON:
. KURT RANNENBERG

Governor Dayton, Representative Pelowski & Senator Mlller(Former Pelowski Student &
Winona Model Legislature Participant)

Governor Dayton visits WSU 1n June 2012.




at the Urban Growler Brewing Company. i need a photo with Peggy too.

a Steven Clift is 3" attending Join Tim Walz and Peggy Flanagan --- _ YT
Yesterday at 9:20 PM - Saint Paul - & i Like: Resly

| think Peggy Flanagan chose the best candidate for Governor to bring her _
forward as the next Lieutenant Governor of Minnesota - Tim Walz. ge“e Al S

ood to see you engaged in this political year. The leather folder your class
o ) gave me is still in use.
Peggy and | spoke about the power of convening in democracy and their
campaign's promise to give Minnesotan "a seat at the table" on decisions
that impact their lives. As a former Executive Branch employee, that is a
radically wonderful democratic vision that will require bold lead... See More

16h Like Reply 0-

Steven Clift
Ha, | met some House DFL Media constituent service folks recently and told

FLANAG - | - ; them to check to see if you still had your folder. Gail Buhler Say, | wonder
¢ where that GeneBO drawing is?

FOR M —/ . /
Yy % e 7 J 156h Like Reply O

Gene Pelowski
The folder is on my desk in the State Office Building.

M Participated in = '
' the Winona : \
' Model -

Legislature.

15h Like Reply
Write a reply...

b

Representative Gene Pelowski

Drom Challenge American Government

TN T R T




WSU President Darrell Krueger is given a special honor by the Winona Model
Legislature’s Speaker Of The House, President Of the Senate, Governor and
Lt. Governor for his outstanding support of the Winona Model Legislature.




Nov. L8,

Alpha Females:

Viodel Legilature Campaign Party The Next Generation

Wenonah Echelard & Leah Mueller
Saturday, Dec 1* at 7:00 pm
203 West Wabasha
(507) 458-5319 !
Formal dress, hors d’oeuvres. Be There:

Dear fepresentatie felowsk)

My name is Wenonah Echelard and I am a gubernatorial candidate for the 2007
Winona Model Legislature. My Lieutenant Governor, Leah Mueller, and I want to get
Model Leg started early this year. In order to plan Minnesota’s budget we must know the
estimated expenditures. We would like to support your bill. If your bill appropriates any
money, please send Leah or I an e-mail containing the estimated cost of your bill. If you
have any questions about your bill or Model Legislature please feel free to contact Leah
or | through e-mail or in school.

Thank you for considering us as the 2007 Model Legislature Governor and Lt. Governor.

Wmenan Coellyn gW %ﬂ"% ot Wr’

Wenonah Cecilia Echelard Leah Rae Mueller
wenonahe@hbci.com \ LRMueller07@winona.edu
(507) 457-9600 (507) 457-33 i}]\ .
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“Governor” Wenonah Echelard and
“Lt. Governor” Leah Mueller from
the Winona Model Legislature testify
in Rep. Pelowski’s Government
Operations, Reform, Technology, and
Elections Committee.

oha Females : The Next Glemmh'on

S
Al




The 2007 Winona Model Legislature’s Speaker Of The House, President Of the
Senate, Governor and Lt. Governor and Committee Chairs meet with
Representative Pelowski in the Governor’s Office.

49




2008 MINNESOTA House of Representatives

Government Operations, Elections and Reform Committee

|
Lori Mjoen and Adam Gelle, WSU
Technology Staff, testify on the

Ann MacDonald, Director of the WSU
Leadership Insitute & Office of

Outreach & Continuing Education,

?reation of the .Winona Mode! testifies on the support needed to sustain
Legislature Web Site. They explained the Winona Model Legislature.

the level.of technology needed to Secretary of State Mark Ritchie testifies
support it and the benefits to the on the hands on learning of the

students by using a WSU web site. legislative process that takes place
during the Winona Model Legislature.



State Representative Gene Pelowski Jr.

295 State Office BuildingState Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
651-296-8637

For more information contact: Matt Swenson 651-297-8406

Posted: 2007-11-21 00:00:00 Share on:

Winena Fire Captain, Kurt Lossen, hangs two banners Monday morning at
COlllml'l/LTE City Hall commemorating Minnesota's sesquicentennial and Winona's Capital

for a Day celebration which takes place Friday. The banners were designed by

CAST YOUR VOTE IN THE "CAPITAL FOR A DAY" CAMPAIGN S b e i e

Minnesota will celebrate 150 years of statehood in 2008. At its Sesquicentennial, the State of Minnesota will be
celebrating its rich and unique history throughout the course of the entire year - beginning this January. As part of Winona will celebrate being Capital for a Day

that celebration, the Minnesota Sesquicentennial Commission is sponsoring the "Capital For A Day" campaign. on Friday with music, fireworks and

; ; ; ; conversations about the city's history and
Minnesotans across the state are encouraged to log on to the Sesquicentennial website at y y

http://www.mn150years.org/capital4aday2.html and vote for their favorite city to be named "Capital For A Day." £ future. The event is part of Minnesota's
Nominations have come in from all over the state, and now it is up to voters to narrow the field down to five winning sesquicentennial celebration.
communities - one from each of Minnesota's five "biomes."

CAPITAL FOR A DAY CELEBRATION
I strongly encourage all residents of Winona to log on and join the vote. This is a great opportunity to share the
Winona story with all Minnesotans. Right now, Winona is leading the vote tally in our biome. Together, we can make
Winona the next "Capital For A Day."

5:43 to 6:15 a.m., Sunrise ceremony, Lake Park

Southeastern Minnesota cities are included in the "Driftless Area" biome listed on the website. In that category, 7:45 to 8:30 am., flag raising, Gov. Pawlenty, City Hall

voters will have the opportunity to vote for one of the following cities: Winona, Minnesota City, Rushford, Wabasha,
Rochester, Reads Landing, Lake City, or Caledonia. You are then encouraged to vote for your favorite cities in each of 8:15 a.m. to noon, reconciliation ceremony, Lake Park
the other four Minnesota biomes. One vote is allowed per person, per biome.
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Model Legislature, City Hall

Winning communities will be recognized during Minnesota’s Statehood Week, May 11th - 18th, 2008. These
communities will work with the Minnesota Sesquicentennial Commission to plan activities and help raise awareness . T e

P : B : : ; B : S S Noon, recognition ceremony, Levee Park
for their community. Activities could include any number of events including visits by Sesquicentennial CDmmISSIOI’]/

members, tours of the town, picnics, recognition of Sesquicentennial grant winners, or hosting civic engagement -
roundtable discussions p 1to 2 p.m., community conversation, Levee Park

4
/

You have until Monday, Nov. 26 to vote. So log on and vote today. 1to 3:30 p.m., truth circle, Lake Park

4:30 to 9:30 p.m., family picnic activities, Lake Park

The Winona Model Legislature will go into its first one 7 p.m., commemorative aerial photograph, Lake Park
day Special Session as part of the celebration.

9:30 p.m., fireworks, Lake Park




Winona is selected to be one of the five
cities to be Capitol for a Day. The City of
Winona askes the Winona Model

Wapass*na Prairie Statio
Mag 16,2008
Winona, MN 55987

e i _ﬁ-\\
xa 259U &

WINTHO SSYTD-1SMI wsn

@ . Legislature to meet in City Hall in

\ Winona ——= 1120!20 1 i 1 iviti

N eny ) Capi o S AN conjunction ‘.’Vlth oth'er activities to
/ 3 celebrate being Capitol for a Day.

e

It will be the only one day Special Session
Of The Winona Model Legislature. A limit
number of bills are introduced.

150 YEARS
o/ STATEHOOD

188K 20038

Model Leg Capitol for a day.

HF2554 - see link
http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF2554.1.pdf

Model Legislature participation in
Capitol for a Day on Friday, May 16"

HF2007 - see link
http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF2007.0.pdf

Please highlight your §
name if you will
participate in the HF2628 - see link

Model Legislature

Capitol for a Day in

http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF2628.1.pdf

HF456 - see link http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF0456.0.pdf

the Winona City Hall 150 YEARS HF2904 - see link https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/showPDF.php
on Friday, May 16" &/ STATEHOOD HF3726 - see link
) http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF3726.0.pdf
Students sign up for Governor Pawlenty joined Rep. Pelowski to unveil the HF4178 - see link
: . o : : . http://wdoc.house.leg state.mn.us/leg/L S85/HF4178.0.pdf
LUK ENAS JINEI  Sesquicentennial stamp featuring the Highway 43 Bridge prfwdoe-house-leg.state.mn.usTeg P
Session Of The during “Capitol for a Day” in Winona. Rep. Pelowski worked HF655 - see link http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF0655.3.pdf
Winona Model to pass a transportation bill that will provide the funding to HF3380 - see link

Legislature at it’s http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF3380.3.pdf

: repair the bridge and move up its replacement several vears.
CCICLEN O N A Viiona County will receive $13.7 million and Houston County — HF3495 - see link
i . . ny i . . 7 http://wdoc.h Jeg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF3495.0.pdf
WALV \(il/ receive $9.7 million for local road and bridge maintenance ~ "'"4°0house g statemn.usfieg &

Special Session Of over the next ten years due to the passage of the bill. HE1922 --soe link
The Winona Model - - http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS85/HF1932.0.pdf

Legislature.



Winona is selected to be one of the five cities to be Capitol for a Day. The City of Winona askes the Winona
Model Legislature to meet in Special Session in City Hall. Governor Pawlenty addresses a Joint Session Of
The Winona Model Legislature in the Winona City Council Chambers.

It will be the first and so far only Special Session Of The Winona Model Legislature.




Winona Model Legislature
Session 2008

\\“"‘;‘ﬁi%m‘!h.
QAR LT

Authors of the Bill

Senate Author House Author

President of the Senate Speaker of the House
Committee Hearing Legislative Action
1. Education

2, Ways and Means Bill Number

3. [« ‘ommittee 3] HF1 House

4. [Committee 4] SF1

Action Taken in Committee Bill Introduced By Senate

Speaker of the House

L. President of the Senate .
Winona Senior High Governor

2. House

3. A Bill For an Act Relating To Override Veto

Establishment of Winona
4. ' = State University & Minnesota

System of Higher Education

@ @t
Fo protide for the establishment of State Mormal Schools.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mlinnesota:
Section Finol.
Shere ool Be atoblished within five qoara after the passage of this act,
an inslitulion lo educale and prepare leachers for teaching in the common
achacla of Ui Dlotar b Beloolled GhDtate Olsimal Dol s Thers holl
be establiched within len years after the passage of this acl, a second
State VMovmal School, and within fifteen years a thind: Protided, there
ohallis 55 sabbaations do calabifioh tha ol Weomal Sohool sinkilithe
sum of five thousand doffars is donaled Lo the Slale in money and fands
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2012-Present
WSU Teaching Social Studies in the

Secondary students take over
organization of the Model Legislature.




Veronica Colletti Bonding Bill for the Senate HF1633 SF1530
creation of WSU's

Education Village

Veronica

L'_ﬂ] Colletti, Veronica Veronica Colletti Wsu Undergraduate House HF1133

stable tuition
rate provided
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Session 2012
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3,3@ Authors of the Bill

Senate Author House Author

Jamie Ramirez Veronica Collett

Committee Hearing Legislative Action
. Education

. Taxes Bill Number

3. General Legislation House

. Ways and Means

HF1133

3. Ways and Means

Action Taken in Committee Senate

Bill Introduced By
Veronica Colletti
WSU

Hinse Governor

A Bill For an Act Relating

To Override Veto
Undergraduate stable tition
rate provided

Winona Model Legislature
Session 2013

Authors of the Bill

Senate Author House Author

Veronica Colletti Jason Worden

Committee Hearing Legislative Action

. General Legislation

. Education Bill Number

HF1633 House

- Rules SF1530

Action Taken in Committee Senate

Bill Introduced By
Veronica Colletti

WSU
Senate

Govemor

A Bill For an Act Relating

To Override Veto
Bonding Bill for the
creation of WSU's
Education Village

WSU 2012 TSS Student Veronica Colletti is the only TSS student to participate in
two Winona Model Legislatures. Ms. Colletti asked to participate in the 2013
Model Legislature after her experiences in the 2012 Model Legislature. Ms.
Colletti sponsored the WSU Education Village legislation in 2013. Ms. Colletti ran
into unexpected opposition in the Education Committee when her fellow
legislators questioned the need and the expense. It would take all her skill
acquired in the 2012 Model Legislture to get the bill to the Governor’s desk for
signature.
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2014 WSU TSS students use blackboard to balance bills in committee and in the House H :
Senate. Mr. Pelowski brings in food. Class starts at Spm but it will go after mldnlghtl\ |




What 1s the Model Legislature Now?

* A two day educational hands on learning program modeled after the Minnesota State
Legislature held at Winona State University for grades 6-12 and the WSU 331 Teaching
Social Studies in the Secondary students. 120 to 150 students participate in the two day
program.

» Grades 6-7 are pages to the nine Standing Legislative Committees, Senate, House of
Representatives and Governor’s Office. Grades 8-12 are members of the Senate, House of
Representatives and the Governor’s Office.

The WSU 331 Teaching Social Studies in the Secondary students are committee
administrators and advisors to the Senate, House of Representatives and Governor’s office.
They produce a multimedia journal of this unique learning experience as a final activity for
their grade.

*  Winona Senior High School, Winona Middle School and Cotter High School, St. Charles
High School, Lewiston-Altura High School, Rushford-Peterson High School, Houston High
School and Montessori Middle School have participated.
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Govemor's Budget Meeting The Senate debates whether a bill should be moved directly from a committee
to the floor of the Senate. This is a very rare motion and has the Floor Leader
on the left debating the Senator standing on the right.
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The Governor and Lt Governor mect
with the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House 1o confier on the
budget
The WSU TS5 331 student with the
laptop is taking notes,
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Committees are where the detailed work of the legislature takes place to Debate in the Senate is
debate, amend and pass legislation. The L]]dlI‘le’HUn holds the gavel controlled by the Floor Leader.
which is She is standing explaining a
s procedural point to the two

the symbol of her authority. A WSU TSS 331 student uses his laptop to
assist the students in their debate on the bills. Senators who are debating.

The President of the Senate
relies on the Floor Leader to
maintain order during a debate.

Students from WSHS Challenge World History participate in the 2006
Winona Model Legislature. Rn.rnw.nt tive dt.mm.hu.\a invented in Athens,

[ —

A Page takes a message from a committee
member to be delivered to another committee.
Grades 6-8 are Pages.




S 1—2 The House of Representatives Rules Committee
| Parents stop by to watch their children =

present and debate Ieﬂmhtlon

The Rules Committee is the final stop for a bill on its way to the floor of the
House of Representatives.

The Speaker of the House and the House Floor Leader are members of the Rules
Committee.

At times the discussions can be heated.
TTT—

& Hu i Senate Rules Committee

he 'rperson of the Ot WSO Nelped-pass the bil
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WSU TSS 331 Students Confer during THE PAGES

. These are the 6th-8th grade students who were pages for the
a Commlttee Recess. 2005 Winona Model Legislature.
- Each received a medal on a ribbon.
They are the leadership of future Winona Model Legislatures.
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il MY BILL PASSED!!! They amended it to include
who would enforce it and that it could be a

primary offense. YaY!!! It just passed Transportation.
It was awesome.



WSHS Moira Marek, Chair Of The Ways &
eans Committee, listens to WSU Ethan Scheck
(plain why HF 1747 should be heard in the Ways
' & Means Committee.
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Winona
Model Legislature

Winona Model L

visor: Evan Howard
n Misna
ri Chris Pecko
G

spertise created the
and a 21" century the bill ook for
year's Model Legistutu

Governor Mark Dayton
Winona State Unbversity President Scott Olsan

2015 Bill Book=372 Pages
WSU TSS students stressed to maximum. Paper reduction needed!




2015
Steven R Heftman
WSU Technology Support
Stayed with the TSS students until well
past midnight. Then worked with Mr.
Pelowski the next day to ensure the Model
Legislature Bill Book was completed.
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@“‘ Gene Pelowski

Tar December 6, 2015 - &2
e

Representative Gene Pelowski presented Governor Mark Dayton with a
Winona Model Legislature engraved gavel, pin and bill book. Governor
Dayton was scheduled to address the opening of the Winona Model
Legislature on November 19th, but the passing of Dayton's father and
funeral prevented Dayton from attending the event.

Governor Dayton promised to address the opening of the Model
Legislature in November 2016 and to attend 2016 Cotter Schools
Foundation Meeting on the same day.

Dayton and Pelowski met for an hour in the Governor's Mansion and
discussed the passing of their fathers this fall. They also discussed the
history of the Winona Model Legislature with numerous alumni serving in
every level of government over the past 53 years.

Governor Dayton took the gavel for his next meeting, saying it will serve
him well in keeping order at meetings in the Governor’s Mansion.

Austin High School
Cotter High School
Rushford-Peterson High School
Saint Mary's University
Winona Senior High School
Winona Middle School
Winona State University




The WSU TSS 331 students help prepare the

Wednesday evening before the Thursday and

Friday Model Legislative sessions, in WSU’s
Maxwell Leadership Center.

The bill books stacked in the foreground are
the essential element for the success of the
Model Legislature. The 250 page bill book

contains the bills of the students participating, g
the committee assignments, the House or [
Senate designations and the basic y
organizational data of the Model Legislature.

The bill book takes three months to prepare
for the printer. It is complied in the WSHS
Advanced Placement American Government
class.

The 150 copies of the bill book cost over
$1000 to print.



are similar to the pins given to members of the
Minnesota Legislature. Pins were first used at the
S50th Anniversary Model Legislature Session.
Pages receive a badge to wear as identification.
Everyone also wears a name tag.
Gavels are presented to all leadership positions and
committee chairs to keep.




Official Message

To:

Request:

Sent By:

Advisor/Staff Member (WSU):

Date Time

Note: ALL NOTES WILL BE SIGNED OFF BY ADVISOR BEFORE

DELIVERY. If the above note is not signed Pages will not deliver note.

Also any unofficial notes will not be passed and will be turned into the
advisor.

To:

(First Name, Last Name)

(House/Senate or Committee or Governor's Office)

From:

(First Name, Last Name)

(House/senate or Committee or Governor’s Office)

New message system is
created to stop
inappropriate note

messages. Kvery note has
to be signed off by an

Advisor or WSU TSS
student.



TSS331 FINAL JOURNAL Due on Wednesday of Final Week by 5pm Reflect-ion / C lass room Ap p li Cati O n

Please place your final in file entitled 2017 TSS Journals by 5pm of final
week on the Model Legislature Home Page.

Before this | didn’t have much knowledge about this process. After going
through this | have a much better understanding about the legislative process.
| really enjoyed seeing the conviction and dedication some of these students

A Digital Journal based on your work with the Winona Model Legislature
students in the 2017 Winona Model Legislature and those weeks prior
working with any other elements of the experience. This includes all elements

of preparation for participation in the Winona Model Legislature. had about their bills. The passion they showed made this whole thing worth all

the work we put into it. Also, like | said earlier, this made us closer as a class.
Final=JOURNAL of the Model Legislature experience of working with There is no other class |I’ve taken at Winona State where | got to know my
students and how everyone applied their Social Studies Skills and learned class mates so well. It was a great experience, and I’m happy we had such an
from the application of those skills over the two days of working with grade awesome team!

6-12 students.

Tkﬁ w'mu!d be done m a tg:ra! farmar with vm'eo clips, vahms‘ and text This is something that | could use in my classroom. It doesn’t have to be this
exact thing, but adding some type of model UN, or mock trail to a Social
during the experience. Studies class really brings things to life.

The issue to be addressed is what you learned and what the students
learned over the course of participating in the Winona Model Legislature
and how everyone learned from each other.

Mock Model Legislature

+* Video of Representative Pelowski allowed me to see how
meetings were held and ran in the legislature. This video also
gave me an idea of what was expected of us.

WHAT I LEARNED

Throughout the entire process C}f the Model Legislature, |
learned a lot about teaching social studies courses. By selecting

my bill, | was able to create a planand do r esearch 1o ge 'S . : . s
ready fo present to the class. When | actually presented the bill, ** Having assigned roles and peers present their bills to the class
| learned that | had to be ready for questions at all times, as well v ¢ o
as be prepared to answer those question. That experience was allowed me to understand better how the Model Leglslature
new and fun. | was able to learn a lot about preparing from it. t
| also learned a lot from my experience at Cotter High WETE 10 Tun.
School. By working with Representative Pelowski and Mr.
Howard, | Imnmud about teamworkin achieving tasks. The most 5 y i
helpful part of that experience however was when | got to i ** Gfdve me understandlng hOW bllls are n‘}OVed, passed‘ and
present to the students in Mr. Howard's classes. | taught them : ; 3
about model legislature and how to use the websites. | appealed through legislation. I also learned the rules of debate
answered their questions, and we discussed what the events of T I r
the day would be like. It reemphasized my prior experience and participating in debate.
presenting the bill, but in a real classroom setting. This was very
helpful fo me.

** The labels for each member was surprising to me as well as the
rules of responding during the presentation.

- Slide 26 of 28 | W
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LOALS OF MODEL LEGISLATURE

Overall, this was an excellent experience that taught me a great deal not just about
the Minnesota Legislature, but also a great deal about the organizational capacity for
teachers. As a future educator, it became clear to me fairly quickly how difficult
putting something this Model Legislature on can become--especially without a
support system. Additionally, | learned about the great capacity for learning

GOAL GOAL

Create a model Minnesota legislature, that Allow students to drive the legislative Expose students to the "behind the highschool students have, as well as their drive to impress. Witnessing these
teaches students the basics of agenda--without inhibiting their ideas or scenes” aspects of government. instances, made it clear to me that any one of your students can be successful given
government and procedures. suggestions for legislation. the right amount of support.

In addition to this, Model legislature taught me about the importance of having a
great support system. Coming into the class, | knew very few of my colleagues in the
Social Science History Teaching major. Leaving Model Legislature and this class has
taught me about the importance of forming relationships with those you will be
working most closely with. Many in this group have become my friends. The three
days (setup, two legislative session days) brought me closer with many of these
peers. We learned together, and also occasionally ran into failure together. But we

GOAL GOAL GOAL

Promote strong speaking skills in all facets Encourage the development of Develop strong leadership qualities learned problem solving skills, and we certainly learned how to make it appear as
of their experience; whether it be through interpersonal relationships through through a variety of speaking and though we had everything that happened planned--even if sometimes, we were
committee work. communication activities.

caught offguard. Those skills and qualities are going to be used significantly as
teachers.

running for office, or by introducing your
bill.

MODEL LEGISLATURE IN

There are really two aspects of Model Legislature--
the House and Senate Sessions, as well as
committee work. Between these two areas, students
work to introduce their bills, answer numerous
questions about the bill, and involve required parties
to ensure the passing of their bill. Getting a bill
passed in two short days is no easy task... In fact, |
learned that first hand when the bill | introduced
(SF1152) died in committees and never saw the light
of either the House or Senate floor.

In addition, it seemed clear to me that the HS students were interested and involved.
While the WSU students could help and guide, we really let the high school students
run the show--and | was so impressed with how well they did.

Building the Bill Book: "What are we doing? How are we going to get
this all done? Is this even possible?"

The first day of Model Legislature consisted of
elections and a lot of work in committees. Students
slowly began to understand the processes of
government, and as they went from committee to
committee, learned how to successfully lobby on
behalf of their own bill.

Additionally, students on the first day had to elect a
Governor, Speaker of the House, and President of
the Senate. The elections for these positions saw
many candidates-—-however, amazingly, a Governor
and President of the Senate were both selected in
the first election round! While many of the students
didn't campaign, some did... Unfortunately for that
Gubernatorial candidate, the campaigning didn’t pay
off as they lost.

Day One of Model Legislature ere we gol Let's
€ get this done!”

On day two, students began their work in session. Rules cﬂmmlttee had to meet to make sure bills were going to their right floor. Overal\ the sessions were

xﬂ"s site was created using WIX.com. Create your own for FREE >> XThis site was created using WIX.com. Create your own for FREE >>

TSS 331 Student Josh Hanson creates First Web Page Journal!
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| Education Village Is Winona State's response to the new, 21st Century teaching
S that must happen. The proposal is for a state of the art rennovation of Wabasha
to create a "village® for the College of Education. This village will expose teacher

education candidates and majors to sludenis from day one in the program.

Winona State University will host the 53rd annual Model Legislature with Representative
Gene Pelowski at9 a.m, Thursday, Nov. 19, at the Tau Center on WSU's West Campus.
| was fortunate enough to get to be a student representative at both the House
and Senate bonding tours. Al these tours, Minnesota legislators were brought in
and shown whal the education village is all aboul. Education village is number 9
on the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities bonding priorities. Both
bonding tours seemed excited and intrigued by the proposal. If approved, nearly
30 million dollars will be approprited for the creation of the education village
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2016 Bill Book=281 Pages ' i
» 2017 Bill Book=13 Pages

Transformation of the WSU Model Legislature, grades 6-12
participating were 120-133 students, into a web based hands on

learning experience is evident by the reduction in the size of the bill
book from 281 pages in 2016 to 13 pages in 2017.

/6




10:29 AM

& mywsuwinona.edu - = WINONA

Publish STATE UNIVERSITY

Page

Pictures Model Legislature Participants

Pictures

Winona Model Legislature Bill & Essay Project

@ Student Information
Documents Model Legislature will be

D Do Thursday, November 16th & Friday, November 17th Select a bill from the Minnesota Legislative Websites, https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us or
g e - https://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us that has been introduced or passed in the 2017 legislative session in the
at Winona State University's Tau Center Minnesota House of Representatives or the Minnesota Senate. The bill's Senate File # SF# or House File # HF# will
contact Rep.Gene.Pelowski@house.mn be posted on the Winona Model Legislature web site hosted at WSU. Once a SF# or HF# is posted the site will not
allow that bill to be posted again.

Model Legislature 2017

Lists
Pages 2017

Committee Chairs 2017

School
Before submitting a bill, please check the availability below by

entering the HF and SF with no spaces or leading zeros e.g. First Name
HF345.

Last Name
HF Number: {HFE\DOD

J
[ Grade
SF Number: | SFE |

( Submit )

‘HFG000' is still available.
'SFE000° is still available.

Chamber (Preferred) :Seglect.. !
Once you've verified the bill is available you can submit your

bill. Please submit a ratio of 2 House members for every 1 Senator.

House File No spaces or leading zeros.

Senate File No spaces or leading zeros.

Winona Model Legislature
Adyvisor Information for posting
students to the WSU Winona

Model Legislature Site 2017. e

55987 | 507.457.5000 | )
1.800.342.5978 Submitter
Name:

In the late summer and fall of 2017, at the direction of WSU President Scott
Olson, Adam Gelle and various WSU technology staff created a portal for other
schools to enter bills into the Model Legislature web site. Example above displays
the transg?)rmation.

/\ Please double check that the information you provide is accurate.
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created at
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Commitree Hearing Legislative Action Legislature
. Commerce .
2. Environmental and Agriculture Bill Number

3. General Legislation HF2906 House
. Ways and Means SF3330

Winona Model Legislature
Session 2016

Senate Author House Author

[Senate Author] Austin Brand

Action Taken in Committee Bill Introduced By Senate
Austin Brand
1. = Rushford-Peterson

House Governor
B -
A Bill For an Act Relating

1_?\/— L 3 h‘. 'L
/ Organic agriculture /
/ transition grant funded '/

Handwritten Action taken in Committee, in House &
Senate & Governor on bill only one copy existed.

A bill for an act . I
relating to agriculture; appropriating money for organic agriculture transition

‘Override Veto

grants
EE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. APPROPRIATION: ORGANIC ‘I'R.-\NSIT](_}N GRANTS,

$..... in fiscal vear 2017 is appropriated from the general fund to th 2 commissioner
of agriculture for grants of up 10 §. to farmers who demonstrate financial hardship
due to the three-vear ransition ]‘r_t‘n(td quired under federa

'i_'hiql;_lmmr_imop is in additi funds appropriated to the ¢ v

u_gg available for organic certific osi-share grants under Laws 2015, F

Session chapter 4. article | svl.:m o T T 118
transition grant and a certification cost-shi

Winona Model Legislature
Session 2017

Authors of the Bill

Senate Author House Author
Benjamin Ansell
Convnittee Hearing Legislative Action
Health and Human Services
Education Bill Number Passed
Commerce HF2521 House
Taxes SF2278

Passed
Senate

Action Taken in Committee Bill Ir | By
Benjamin Ansell

Passed Rushford-Peterson

Passed House

Signed
Governor

Passed A Bill For an Act Relating To

Passed College application and
graduation programs for

Override Veto

low-income students
finding provided

Bills are tracked by Action in each Committee, in House &
Senate & by Governor posted real time for anyone to access
11 Abill for an act on tghue intemet.

relating to higher education; appropnatin nds 16 support programs of college
admission and graduation for low-income students
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
Section 1. APPROPRIATION; COLLEGE POSSIBLE.
(a) $250.000 in fiscal year 2018 and $250.000 in fiscal year 2019 are appropriated from

7 the general fund to the commissioner of higher education for immediate transfer to College
Possible to support progzams of college admission and college graduation for low-income
students through an intensive cumculum of coaching and support at both the high school
and postsecondary leve|
(b) To the extent possible. this appropriation must be proportionately allocated between
students from greater Minnesota and students in the seven-county metropolitan area
(c) This appropaation must be used by College Possible only for programs supporting
students who are residents of Minnesota and attending colleges or universities within
Minnesota
(d) By February 1 of each year it receives an appropriation, College Possible must report
to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees and divisions with
junsdiction over higher education and E-12 educalion on actiwlies funded by this
appropnation. The report must include, but is not limited to_information _about the expansion
of College Possible in Minnesota, the number of College Possible coaches hired, the
expansion within existing partner_high schools, the expansion of high school patnerships
the number of high school and college students senved. the total hours of community sendce
by high school and college students, and a list of communities and organizations benefting

1]

In the late summer and fall of 2017, there were 19 meetings with Adam Gelle and
various WSU technology staff, on transforming the Model Legislature web site into

a digital web based Model Legislature. E%am

ple above displays the transformation.




Winona Model Legislature

Winona Model Legislature |
Session 2017

Session 2016

Authors of the Bill Authors of the Bill

Senate Author House Author

Senate Author House Author

Andrea Larson Joshua Doerr 2 ~O l Benjamin Ansell

Committee Hearing Legisiative Action
2 L s : 1. Health and Human Services
Committee Hearin Legiglative Action M“ . s g
1. General Legislation = M 2. Education Bill Number 1;;5“5
: r 752 ouse
2 C ommerce Bill Number i A e Vil i i‘ommerce ?;:1;31
3. Environmental and Agriculture HE5025 House - A B = o Passed
4. Judiciary T /
y Sl { o — 2 Action Taken in Committee Bill Introduced B) Senate
Action Taken in Committee Bill Introduced By 2 Senate 149 Benjamin Ansell Signed
Andrea Larson % 05 1. Passed Rushford-Peterson e
L. Rushford-Peterson - = = 2. Passed House
R Senate - . 7
ﬂ: ;i 3. Passed A Bill For an Act Relating To Overnde Vet
ll = 4 Passed College application and KR Ve

Override Veto

. A Bill For an Act Relating
Pl Pau e
G kD\ 2 \d":( W Cooperative Electric

Association Governance

graduation programs for
low-income students

finding provided

A bill for an act

216B.028 COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION GOVERNANCE: 11 A bill for an act

17  cooperatives bt’mdards di\{‘] ruieq adopted by the gowrnmg
ds ric cooperatives shall. to the extent possible,
s raised in commission orders developed from this

118 jurisdiction over higher education and E-12 education on activties funded by this
119 appropnation. The report must include, but is not limited to, information about the expansion

120 of College Possible in Minnesota, the number of College Possible coaches hired, the

121 expansion within existing partner_high schools, the expansion of high school partnerships,
122 the number of high school and college students served. the total hours of community senice
_21 by high school and college students, and a list of communities and organizations benefiting

134|Page 1]

1.1

ja
ll:: Subd. 1: Effective Democratic Control: Electric Cooperatives l‘:‘ felah_ng_to higher edJc;llon appto_pnahng funds to support programs of college
14 are democratic organizations controlled by their members. who 1 . E@f?ﬁl@'}igaﬁ?ﬁg [OIT(L(IJ‘;‘LI):CI‘?JEE s};deTr:z STATE OF MINNESOTA
1.5 gotively participate in the setting of rates, policies and making 15 Section 1 APPROPRIATION; COLLEGE POSSIBLE
1.6 other decisions essential to the operation of the electric 16 (a) $250,000 in fscal year 2018 and $250,000 in fiscal year 2019 are appropriated from
17 cooperatives. Members of electric cooperatives are represented 17 the general fund 1o the commissioner of higher education for immediate transfer to College
1.8 by an elected cooperative board of directors. Requirements for ] 18 Possible to support programs of college admission and college graduation for low-income
1.9 the governance of electric cooperatives is provided for in - 19  students through an intensive curiculum of coaching and support at both the high school
1.10  chapter 308A, 110 and postsecondary level.
1.11 Subd. 2: Application of 216B by Cooperative Electric 111 {b} To the extent possible, this appropriation _must be proportionately allocated between
1312 MMM@&WL*WMIM 112 students from greater Minnesota and students in the seven-county metropolitan area
1.13  organization 113 (c} This appropnation must be used by College Possible only for programs supporting
1.14 s_uﬁ{n electric L.uupenn\ﬂtm uplu.smn cmnm:;_s_mn re\lgw. 1.14 students who are residents of Minnesota and attending colleges or universities within
1.15 mirn[_tla[ion adoMand ap_plication uf?]énw 115 Minnesola__
1.16 responsibility of 116 (d) By Februarv 1 of each year it receives an appropriation, College Possible mu_sl re@_
i 117 tothe chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees and divisions with
&
I

In 2016 only one copy of a bill that was signed by the Governor existed. In 2017 an on line version of a bill
signed by the Governor was available to everyone on line.

79




All information 1s now accessed on the
WSU Model Legislature Web Site.
Meetings were held with each participating
school’s advisor to ensure the 122 students
from six area private and public schools
grades 7-12 had the proper level of
technology to use the site.

Above MN Secretary of State Steve Simon
1s viewing legislation being presented in
one of the Model Legislature’s Nine
Standing Committees.
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Winona City Councilman Paul
Schollmeier & Winona County
Commissioner Marie Kovecsi ¥
visit the Model Legislature
and monitor bill progress on
iPads and bill books. r—

Paul Schollmeier — At Large
480 West Burns Valley Road
Winona MN 55987

Home: 507-454-2691
pschollmeier@ci.winona.mn.us
(Term Expires 12-31-2020)

SECOND DISTRICT
Marie H. Kovecsi

Second District Map

133 Whispering Lane
Winona, MN 55987
Phone:
(507) 457-6350 (Government Center)
(507) 454-4193 (Home)
(507) 450-2292 (Cell)
|]J Email: mkovecsi@co.winona.mn.us
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Mark Mallander, Committee Administrator to the House.
Committee stands beside Representative Frank Hornstein as they visit the Winona Model Legislature’s

House of Representatives. Representative Hornstein would address the Minnesota House stating he
visited the Winona Model Legislature and called it a mock legislature; Representative Pelowski
corrected me and stated we serve in the Mock Legislature this is the Model Legislature.

The similarity of %Eess was accidential.
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Winona Model Legislature

THE G
AT :
< Session 2016

January 31, 2017

Office of the Governor and Lt. Governor
130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

The Honorable Governor Mark Dayton & Lt. Governor Tina Flint Smith, . \ g :"" AL

| am the Chair of the Board of Directors for MiEnergy Cooperative, headquartered in beautiful Rushford,
Minnesota. As an elected electric cooperative director, | have the responsibility to regulate my local
electric cooperative. As a regulator, | balance the interests of my fellow member-owners of the
cooperative in setting policies and rates within the law. This local regulation benefits my community and
Greater Minnesota by allowing electric cooperatives to quickly take action in response to member needs.

MiEnergy Cooperative, and our fellow Minnesota electric cooperatives, are innovating in response to
member-owner wants and needs: including saving money and energy, investing in local solar power, and
improving our state’s environment. MiEnergy Cooperative developed the first non-profit community
solar model, and we're working to advance community storage, EV charging, and behavioral energy
efficiency. This innovation is due to member-owner wants and needs; the speed and nimbleness of this
innovation is due to local regulation

Minnesota electric cooperatives are proposing a change that preserves local democratic regulation,

allowing cooperatives to continue to innovate in response to member-owner wants and needs. House

File 234 and Senate File 141 only clarifies our local Board is responsible for implementing distributed

generation and net metering under the law, and makes no changes to the substance or purpose of this : i % : 5 3 :
section of the statute. Cooperatives, like all utilities in the state, will continue to encourage distributed law. This piece of model legislation would become HF234 in the
generation through net metering and other programs. When this modest regulatory clarification reaches pElSSCd l'.'l)-' the HOLISC, vetoed b\.- Governor DEI}-’IOI‘I and pél.‘-iSCd ag

your desk, please sign it and support the innovation at Minnesota’s forty-five distribution cooperatives. = ) ) ) N
Governor Dayton. It repr

HF234 was drafted last summer in Rushford with Repre Gene Pel ki, It was decided to run

the “draft bill" in the Winona Model Legislature, Senator Andrea Larson, the daughter of a MiEnergy

Senator Andrea Larson _ Winona Model Legislature

Cooperative employee and Rushford Peterson HS senior, sponsored the bill. The bill was HF5025 SF5025 p 1016
Session ]

was the chief sponsor of the
"Rural Electric-Local
Democracy Bill" in the
inona Model Legislature
Senate.

Her leadership was
Honorable Governor and Lt. Governor . re
Page 2 essential when the Winona
January 31, 2017 .
Model Legislature House
amended essential items
in the Winona Model Legislature. The Model Legislature Governor supported and signed the draft bill, ﬁ'ou] the bl“. Se[]at(_)r
and we hope you will support and sign our actual bill. ) ) ) X NG )
e Larson restored those items
Cooperatively yours, . = .
in the Senate and sent it
nFtr. Jlaa - i 3
s back to the House where it
Dean Nierling
MiEnergy Cooperative, Board Chair was thcn paSSCd o
84 Governor Stensga

o
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Winona Model Legislature
Session 2017

Authors of the Bill
Senate Author House Author
Dylan Buckland Gabe Mierau
Committee Hearing Legislative Action
General Legislation
Environmental and Agriculture Bill Number Passed
Taxes HF3000 House
Ways and Means [Senate Number]
Passed
Action Taken in Committee Bill Introduced By Senate
Dylan Buckland Siemed
Passed ' “gne
Rushford-Peterson pmm—
Passed Senate
Passed A Bill F & ; Maazi hde
or an : ct Relating To Overide Veto
Passed Buffer requirements on

public waters and dranage
ditches clarified and

modified. and authority to

issue administrative penalty

oxt order modified.

A bill for an act

relating to natural resources; clarifying and nodifying certain buffer requirements
on public waters and drainage ditches; modifying certain authonty to issue
administrative penalty orders;amending Minnesota Statutes 2014, sections
103B.101, subdivision 12; 103E315, subdivision8; Minnesota Statutes 2015
Supplement, sections 103B.101, subdivision 12a; 103F.48, subdivisions 1,3, 4,
7,8 10

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLIATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 103B.101, subdivision 12, is amended to
read:

Subd. 12 Authority to issue penalty orders; generally. (a) Except as provided
under subdivision 12a, the board may issue an order requiring violations to be comrected and
administratively assessing monetary penalties of up to $10,000 per violation for violations
ofthis chapter and chapters 103C, 103D, 103E, 103F. and 103G, anyrules adopted under
those chapters, and any standards, imitations, or conditions established by the board.

(b) Admimistrative penalties issued by the board under paragraph (a) or subdivision

12a, may be appealed according to section 116.072, if the recipient of the penalty requests
ahearing by notifying the conmissioner in wrting within 30 days after receipt of the
order. For the purposes ofthis section, the temrs " commissioner” and "agency” asusedin
section 116.072 mean the board. If a hearing is notrequested within the 30-day period, the
order becomes a final order not subject to further review.

(c) Administrative penalty orders issued underparagraph (a) or subdivision 12a.

may be enforced under section 116,072, subdivision 9. Penalty ammounts must be remitted

iPad = 12:52 PM ¥ % 93% =)
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Minnesota's Buffer Legislation

Issue

Present buffer legislation in Minnesota requires a minimum of 16.5 feet perennial vegetative strips next to public
drainage ditches, and a 50 feet average buffer, with a minimum 30 feet buffer, next to public waters. While this
ment is currently recognized as the approach to follow, provisions of the law passed during the 2015 special
bn could be interpreted as something else. Correcting the law to fit this approach is important in order to keep
ties from re-interpreting after the session is completed and also to protect from lawsuits by those who believe
areas should be put into buffers.

ground

es that should be accomplished in the 2016 session include:

Basing public waters classification as agreed upon to the Public Waters Inventory list with designated shore land
protection waterways for the 50 feet average, 30 feet minimum buffers.
* Basing public ditches for the 16.5 feet buffer to only those waters established under 103E of Minnesota
statutes in the Public Waters Inventory.
* Removal of the extremely confusing language “within benefited areas” from the law passed in 2015.
® Limiting the role of state agencies in implementation and placing the authority for implementation on local
government units,

Proposed legislation, HF 3000 and SF 2503 address Farm Bureau's concerns and establish important clarification
matters as well as general improvements. Farm Bureau strongly supports passage of these bills.

It is important that, in order to respond to the intention of improving water quality with buffers, the attention needs
to be put on implementation. We support using the identified waterways, public waters and public ditches, which
were identified and had their designations established through public processes. The prior announced system for
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) proposing to identify buffer requirements within benefited areas
concerned and confused landowners as to what might be invented to require loss of their property to the buffer
mandate.

Farmers care about water quality but disagree that application of a mandated single conservation practice will
achieve problem solving for all areas of the state. Beyond the changes necessary to correct the law, implementation
of buffer requirements need to give full consideration for alternative conservation practices, provided for by the
present law.

The Winona Model Legislature now deals
with issues that impact the entire state by

having local groups initiate legislation.
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Winona Senior High School - Counterpoint[!] - October 31%, 2001

Making Bills in Model Legislature

lizabeth Frosch was clected President of the Sen
are the lers of discussion in their prospective
and. like the committee chairs, all discussion and de-

be directed throy

1, oF line/item veto A vebi nean

o override the veto i1l

followed by the

and four bills year.
O those one bundsed snd four, fificen were signed
into kaw, Had this been real govemnment, the fiollow-
ing would be lows:
Bill ¥79 (Trams.) This bl would require all people
1o get their fingesprints taken and stored in a police
data base when they get their driver's license. If you
refused 10 have your fingerprints taken, you will be
denied a driver's license.
Bill #66 (Trans.) This bill required all vehicles s
have proper restraint systems for children.
Bill #45 (Hith, & Hum. Ser.) This bill cassres that
i the case of organ donation, whatever is designated
on your driver's license or Misnesota Staze 1D, is
conclusive evidence of your istent to domate your
organs. This means your next of kin could ot over-
ride your decision to donate you organs if you dicd
Bill #1 (Redist) This bill redrew the districe lines
based on population,
B #004 {W&M) This bill repsaled the tax exemp-
tiom om clothing, meaning now you get tixed on your
clothes.
Bill #6 (Edu.) Change the prerequisite for the Inters
Schedastic conference:
Rill #102 (Gen Leg) Providing equality of rights
for men and wonien i the Minpesota Constitution.
Bill #54 (Jud.) Increasing the pusishment fior mi-
nors who buy, attempt to buy, or consume alohol
100 52540 fine and suspession of driver’s license for 6
mionths.
Bill #58 (Jud.) Repealing the prohibising of ticket
. meaning as long as the ticket is centified it can be
750 feet away from the event

Bill #38 (Hth. & Hum. Ser.) Prokibit smoking in all places

he state.
(Hith. & Hum., Ser.) Regulating the use of protected

genetic information in employment

(Gem. L) Relating to and croating civil unions, mean-

e same gender can enter 4 civil unicn and it

(Emv. & Ag.) Requiring reduction of air contamimants.

Bill #87 (Gen. Leg.) Retuming to the original intens of the
bill: ligruor camnod be sobd with in 1500 feet of the admemisira-

ding of a collepe canpus.

Bill # 94 (Gen. Leg.) Increasing the requincnsent for daycare
providers training from 6 bo 28 hours,

Mode! Legislatare is an opportanity 1o experience the thnll of
governement and to change the law to yous liking. Contsct Mr.

i 1o join mext year's Model Legistanare.

Winona Daily News

By Shannon Fiecke
Winona Daily News

Winona students hope the
Legislature takes a cue from
them when it convenes in Jan-
uary.

The youths managed to bal-
ance the state budget and pass
a number of significant bills in
two days.

Almost 120 students from
Winona's two high schools and
Winona Middle School and
Bluffview Montessori -
bled at Winona State Universi-
ty on Thursday and Friday to
try their hand at running the
state government. Mirroring
the structure of the state Leg-
islature, they considered more
than 100 bills, including 12
signed into law by their gover-
nor.

Dealing with state budget
projections, showing a $700
million two-year deficit, a tax
bill was the first thing on mock
governor Max Fletcher’s agen-
da.

Saturday, December 4, 2004

5A

By passi it off the bat,

social studies teacher and
state representative ne
Pelowski, DFL-Winona, said

students accomplished what
real legislators prolong.

The bill raised state income
taxes to pre-Jesse Ventura lev-
els, Fletcher said, enough to
cover the deficit and a few
areas of new spending.

Fletcher started his politi-
eal climb in middle school as ¢

page. Mock legislators keep
their younger s busy
relaying notes, not always

business in nature. But in the

s, students like Fletcher
education, and,
E'ltr-l!ﬂf:f] to i]l‘ﬂ(.‘(‘dl]l’ill ]'U](.’S.
use them to their advantage
when they return the next

Vear.
Pelowski took over running
the Legislature from the

Jaycees in his fin
teaching at Winona Senior
High School. Besides prepar-
ing for the session since
August, his advanced place-

ear of

ﬁdents show Iawmak;ré_l_ibw it’s done

THE LEGISLATION

HF 37 — Opt out of federal No Child Left Behind Act
HF7 — Keep record of stillborn births

HF11 — Explore statewide grading scale

SF 9 — Allow middle school students to take high school
classes

HF 43 — Increase state income tax
SF 1 — Repeal Women's Right to Know
HF 30 — Build metropolitan casino in cc
can Indian reservations

HF 33 — Offer free college tuition for veterans ¢
flicts

HF 105 — Insurance companies should ¢
health/substance abuse treatment

SF 25 — Ban semi-automatic assault rifl
SF 15 — Reform medical malpractice liabilit
HF 17 — Change curfew law from age 18 fo

njun

rai e active

ment government cl -
000 to cover program costs.  ty, and rec a
Cotter social studies graduate w went

White

on to intern

House,

cher Michael Meuerer said
seen participants become

te
he’




Model Legislature rules for a day (12/09/2007)
By Cynthya Porter

Photo by Cynthya Porter

Winona Senior High student legislator Matt Papenfuss presented his
House bill, co-authored with Senator Nick Moe, that would create a
renewable hydrogen initiative for Minnesota. The students were
participating in Model Legislature, an annual session held by Rep. Gene
Pelowski that teaches politics from the inside out to area students.

In makeshift chambers at the Tau Center, hundreds of young legislators
hunched over thick stacks of bills while the Speaker navigated them from
one vote to another.

The halls were filled with pages running up and down stairs from one
chamber to the next, trying their best to help these legislators accomplish
their lofty task by the end of the day deadline.

The task: Pass bills and balance the budget for the great state of
Minnesota, all in two days between 9 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Called Model Legislature, it is perhaps the only program of its kind in the
country. Students turn into senators and representatives and a governor,
and the political process leaps from the textbook into the bills these
students research, author and present.

Run by Rep. Gene Pelowski, who is also a Winona Senior High teacher,
the 32-year-old program brings in students from Winona, Cotter, St.
Charles and Houston high schools and turns them into a functioning
legislature. Pages are supplied by the Winona Middle School and Bluffview
Montessori, and advisors for the young policymakers come from Pelowski’
s Teaching Social Studies classes at Winona State University.

Students Thursday and Friday were fielding more than 120 bills, many
echoing bills actually on the legislative agenda for the upcoming session.

While some of the bills, such as the one to lower the voting age to 16, were
unlikely to pass in the real world, most of the bills offered plausible and
well thought out arguments for why measures should be considered.

In defending lowering the voting age, authors Mary Ann Mehrkens and
Megan Loeffler of St. Charles noted that in a recent study, 96% of students
tested could name the vice president, while only 74% of adults could.

Likewise, 96% of students could define the term “judicial review” while only
66% of their adult counterparts could.

And, authors wrote, lowering the voting age could better engage people in
the political process at a younger age.

Justin Jackson and Johann VanDeinse of WSHS presented a compelling
argument for creating space in the Minneapolis/St. Paul airport for a
casino, saying it would generate needed revenue and give travelers
something to do while in the airport.

Cancer screening for uninsured, firearms limitations, stem cell research,
deforestation, suicide prevention, global warming, the bill book contained a
litany of important subjects.

If students could run Minnesota, there would be more flood money for the
region, ACT and SAT tests would be at least partially funded by the state,
teacher contracts would be revamped, pregnant women could not get
drunk, there would be universal health care and we would be taking better
care of the planet.

Of course, by the end of the day Friday, the suits, ties and skirts were put
away and these teens were hanging out with friends somewhere, their
plans for a better Minnesota unrealized in the real world.

But even so, as seriously as they tackled solving Minnesata's problems
there's no saying what these young people can do someday when they are
wearing a suit and tie for real.

m winona's twice-weekly newspaper since 1971




Kids rule! Model Legislature

Photo by Cynthya Porter

® Students from
high schools across
the region convened
Wednesday and
Thursday for Model
Legislature, a
government immersion
program led by state
representative and
WSHS teacher Gene
Pelowski.

by CYNTHYA PORTER

If 120 high school students from South-

eastern Minnesota were running the state,

things might look a bit different, some
might even say better

Students from regional high
schools took on the task of balancing the
state’s budget and enacting laws that run
the gamut from casinos to recycling. The
pmgl‘un is called Model Legislature, and
though they are merely teenagers, stu-
dents tackle their tasks very seriously

Armed with a 387-page bill book, they
lobbied, they campaigned and they ar-

seven

gued. Working in a format that replicates
the state’s government, the process was
formal, the stakes high for students who
had in some cases spent months draft-
ing legislation they wanted to see passed
The leg-
islators even had pages to run errands
— thanks to the Winona Middle School
— and committee advisors thanks to
government students at of Winona State
University

But unlike the state’s legislative session
that stretches on for months, these bright
minds completed their job in two days,
with time for cookies before the buses

during their legislative session.

picked them up to go home

From his seat as the governor, Ethan
Kastello said he was pleased at how his
platform was faring in committees of the
Senate and House

Kastello, a semior at Winona Senior
High School, participated in Model Leg
islature last year through his government
classes with WSHS teacher and
Representative Gene Pelowski

Last year Kastello didn't envisjon be-
ing the governor, but he set his sights on
the position after learning that another

state

See MODEL LEGISLATURE page 51

Model Legislature

Continued from page 1A

mate,
work

copies of it
hat would be
Model Leg-
even made cam-
d mailed those
pols too
of the gubemato-
1 Wednesday, the pair
feated the other team
at the helm
yvernment.
rapple with a
1 budget defi-
find a solution or
book prepared by
high school students from
tter, St. Charles, Can-
Houston, Lewiston
yota
With the help of student com-
puter gurus from Winona State
Univers each bill prepared
by a student was cataloged on
web site accessible by other
its. Over the months
up to Model Legis-
students could review
work being done by others, and
Pelowski could keep tabs on the

process electronically for the

first ime in the program’s 30
year history

At the event, till
bied and

to sway their colleagues

authors lob
gave presentations
hopt
into support

A few of the bills carry youth
ful ideals that are unlikely to
find support in a broader audi-
ence, such as the bill that would
require every Minnesotan to
have a power nap every day

The penalty for not participat-
ing in the power nap
uled by the government would
be jail ume equal to the amount
of sleep lost by not napping

Another bill argues that the
rear occupant of a tandem bi-
cycle should be legally able to
have an open alcoholic container

as sched-

just as they could in a limousine

or bus
Students s

the drinking s

sed for lowering
e to 18, lowering
the voting age to 16 and raising
the car seat age to 8. Some want-
ed antiabortion legislation, some
wanted to preserve choice
Many took issue with cell
phones, wanting limit their
use while dnving and compel
companies to disclose realistic
maps of service coverage,
Adoption information rights
for adopted children would get
a boost under bills that would
open adoption records to adopt-
ees once they reach adulthood
Some of the bills very seri-
ously tackled issues like ethanol
studies, renewable energy taxes,
while some addressed in great
detail topics like hunting, seat
belt use and education
For students, it was a chance to
shape the world a little, even if
just in their imaginations. But it
was also an opportunity to learn

through hands-on experience,

and gain an understanding of
government that few adults have
mastered

For Kristina Veerkamp, a s¢
nior at WSHS, her first year at
Model Legislature was an en
lichtening one. “I didn’t know
) government actually
Il the

" she said

how the
works, a committees and
processes ‘I'm learn
ing more than I could in a class
room.”

Her favorite part, Veerkamp
said, was arguing for her bill o
lower the cost of textbooks
college, and listening to others
argue their bills too. “I like hear-
ing everyone's point of view,”
she said.

Students said that while they
may never go into politics, they
feel more engaged in it after be-
ing part of Model Legislature. “It
creates an interest and a knowl-
Governor Kastello said.
“I follow politics more now and
I understand the process. When
I read something that talks about
the speaker of the house, | know
who that is and what that person
1s trying to do.”

According to Pelowski, Model
Legislature is the only program
of its kind in Minnesota and
likely across the United States.
“I've never heard of another
program that spans er du. six
through 16,” he said. *
only one that I'm aware of any-
where.” Pelowski said he is only
able to continue blulcluw \rlnglL!
Legislature from one year to the
next because of financial and in-
kind support he receives from
Winona State, local businesses

and private individuals in the
community

WNinona tst
2-7-0%
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Nine HHS students take part in model

legislature at Winona State

WINONA — On Thursday and Friday, Dec. 6th and 7th, 130 stu-
dents from Winona Senior High, Cotter Senior High, Houston
High School, St. Charles High School, Winona Middle School,
Bluffview Montessori School and Winona State University par-
ticipated in a Model Legislature at the Tau Center on Winona
State University's West Campus. Grades 9-12 were Representa-
tives, Senators, the Governor and Lt. Governor, Students from
Winona Middle School and Bluffview Montessori School served
as pages. Winona State University students were advisors. Min-
nesota Secretary of State Mark Ritchie swore in the student
legislators and delivered the opening address at this year's event.
The public was welcome to attend as spectators.

"This may be the only activity in the nation where grades 6-16
participate in a hands-on educational activity," said Rep. Gene
Pelowski (DFL-Winona), who has taught the "Teaching Social
Studies in the Secondary” course for WSU for the past 18 years
and has been advisor to the Model Legislature for 32 years.

In preparation for becoming Social Studies teachers, Winona

After Prom Party meeting is Saturday
A planning meeting for Houston High School’s After Prom Party
will be at A Little Looney in Houston on Saturday, Jan. §, at 9am.
All juniors’ and seniors’ parents are invited. If you have guestions,
contact Michaeleen Bonner at Bonner@acegroup.cc or 896-3411.

* * * * * * * *

Lions will pick up your Christmas tree on Jan. 5
The Houston Lions Club will sponsor a free Christmas tree pick up
within the Houston city limits on Saturday, Jan. 5. Please have your
natural, undecorated tree at the curb by noon that day.

* * * * * * * *

Fundraiser for Eagles Cancer Telethon
is next weekend (Jan. 12-13) in Houston

Sat. night auction, Sun. morning pancakes
Every January since 1989, Houstonians have had a Saturday night
auction and Sunday morning pancake breakfast 1o raise money for
the annual Eagle Cancer Telethon. The 2008 auction and breakfast
will be in Houston the weekend of Jan, 12-13,

The auction will be at the Community Cenler, starting at 6pm,
Saturday, Jan. 13. Breakfast has traditionally been at Money Creek
Haven on Sunday momning. But the Haven was destroyed in the
August flood last summer, so this year, the Haven's Bud Fiting will
serve pancakes at the Community Center from 6am to noon on
Sunday, Jan. 13.

All auction item donations are welcome. Please bring them to the
Community Center by 10am Saturday.

State University students in Pelowski's Teaching Social Studies
in the Secondary' course participated as committee administrators

to each of the 10 legislative committees, staff to the Speaker of the

House, President of the Senate and Governor’s Office. They jour-
naled on this experience in a power-point format that was present-
ed to the class as their final, explaining how the teachers and stu-
dents learned the legislative process from each other.

"Rather than reading about it in books, this gives students the
chance to actively learn the intricacies of the legislative process.
They present their bill in committee. If it passes committee, they
will have to debate it in the House and Senate. If it passes both

houses, it will be up to the Governor to sign or veto it,” said Rep.

Pelowski.

By using the Legislature's website at www.house.mn, partici-
panis were able to research actual bills that will appear before the
Minnesota Legislature in St. Paul during the upcoming legislative
session. Students in this year's Model Legislature have researched
and drafted over 120 bills.

After researching the bill, according to Houston High School
teacher, Kelsey Glebke, students changed the bill in some way and
typed an essay stating what they changed and why. Their bills and
essays were published in a book that they were able to keep. Five
students from Houston wrote a bill. They were Brenna Gustafson,
Hope Stremcha, Allison Zwarycz, William Lundberg and April
Ledebuhr,

“It was great,” said Ms. Glebke. “The students worked hard to
participate. We stayed after school several times and had many
meetings to prepare them. I was very proud of them.”

Four Houston 8th graders — Josh Vix, Danielle Schroeder, Jesse
Moe and Erin Chapel — were pages during the Model Legislature
Program.

Because Rep. Pelowski doesn't allow “any free riders,” each
student worked on his or her own bill. While Brenna’s bill dealt
with whether or not it is your constitutional right to give away
free sales of alcohol (for marketing and promotional purposes),
Will's was pertinent to our area. Will wanted all Minnesota resi-
dents to receive Minnesota TV stations, not Wisconsin stations.
He also asked for an ala cart cable station. Instead of paying for a
package deal with the cable company, he asked, why can't we just
pay for the stations that we want? Hope wrote about making the
flu vaccination mandatory for schools and day care providers.
Allison wrote about the transportation of the deceased. Without
this bill, she discovered, anyone can transport a deceased person.
April’s bill was about child support and raising the average
amount of child support.

“The changes that the students made were changes that they
wanted,” said Ms. Glebke. “They researched previous bills and
newspaper articles in order to write their bill/essay. They are now
very knowledgeable.”
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OUR VIEW

Students work
together for
the public good

ur political system is bro-
d partisan, filled

i who are
exhibiting

families.
Congress? Nah.

‘We're talking about the Min-
nesota Legislature.

Olkay. We're over - exagger-
ating a bit. But to be fair these
days, even in state politics, it's
hard to figure out what the new

like,
‘W were discouraged this fall

The
T T

on every side of

incumbents

and the fact that be-
ing a lawmaker is not exactly &
part-time job if you want to do
it well. The new faces in races
attached to everything from
financial indiscretions to out -

wo years. He's been

een
he education
ure political
more crucial
T counts. More so
than ever. There's no better
place to learn than by practicing
among peers, far away from the
eventual bright lights that tend
to blind so many promising
public servants.

And we've pointed out many
times before how the problem
in politics — with the Minne-
sota Legislature, at least — isn't
always with the people, but
with the process.

S0 who better to lead the way
for Minnesota's newest crop
of bright, thoughtful political
minds than Pelowski? Wino-
na's longtime representative,
while consistently leading with
the decorum and respect of the
st celebrated poli

stale'st

diately lobbed back and forth
after the dust settled on Elec-
tion Day and Minnesota found

a
publican House, and a DFL gov
emnor who's already announced
he's run the last political race
of his career, we're not terribly
optimistic about what 2017 wi
bring.

But we're optimistic when it
comes to Minnesota's political
fature, and that's in large part
due to the Model Legislature
program. Spend just a bit of
time with the program, as we
have every year, and it's impos-
sible not to be hopeful, watch-

A8 THURSDAY, November 28 2013

Model Legislature students recite an oath.
Model Legislature celebrates 51st year

The 51st session of Model Legislature began Nov. 21 with the
swearing-in of student participants at the Winona State
University Tau Center. Model Legislature, where students from
Winona-area schools learn the process of crafting state legisla-
tion, was held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Now. 21-22

To see the bills students wrote, visit tinyurl.com/kngfo2x.

Mode! Legislature elected officials for 2013, pictured left to
right: Christian Deranek, WSHS, Speaker of the House;
Hudson Echelard, Cotter, President of the Senate: Minnesota
Secretary of State Mark Ritchie; Jeremy Graves, WSHS Mode|
Legislature adviser; Minnesota Senator Jeremy Miller: Kaitiyn
Lindaman, WSHS, Lieutenant Governer; Roni Lafky, WSHS,
Governor: Minnesota Rep. Gene Pelowski.
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¢ Modeling the best in state

: [ Some people talk a good game students for two days worth of

‘ '] ' ! .y
when it comes to civie discourse

}‘ and ethical leadership as part of

| the political process.
| On rare occasions, there are
| those who actually model the
f right behavior.
That word model is impor-
tant, because for 40 years,
Winona has hosted a Model
Legislature program designed to
give students in high school and
middle school the experience of
serving as leaders of state gov-
| ernment.

collaborative discussions,
Winona State not only hosts the
event, but some of the WSU stu-
dents in Pelowski’s class also
assist.

Secretary of State Mark
Ritchie — wearing his tie that
bears the words of the U.S,
Constitution = did the formal
duties, including swearing in the
legislators and leadership,

“Students meet and get to
know people from other schools,
so their window on the world

| For most of those 49 years, gets much bigger,” Ritchie said.
| Rep. Gene Pelowski has been the “It’s less a learning thing and

' inspiration.

more of a fire being lit and their

Last week, the DFL represen- lives being shaped by that fire

tative from Winona led his 36th
Model Legislature.
If only the folks in St. Paul ran
so efficiently.

That fire is crucial when it

burns brightly.

Winona Senior High School

senior Dani Langowski, who

With help from host Winona worked for three months on the

State = University,

Pelowski handbook for her fellow student

brought together nearly 130 area legislators, said: “I'm really pas-

|

politics

He hag fought for fiscal sanity
at the same time pushing the
Legislature to reform its activis
ties to cut down on late=night
debates with little opportunity
for public heatings.

He doesn’t just preach trans-
parency, he practices it.

His lessons resonate in the
Capitol, where Model
mittee on budget reform, failure Legislature alumni such as Sen.
18 not an option. Jeremy Miller of Winona still

The students are forced to remember the lessons from going
balance the budget and deal with through the high school program
real-life issues — the Vikings a dozen years ago.
stadium, tax reform, education “This is a different type of
and health care, learning,”  Pelowski  said.

All of that requires vision and “Whether your bill passes or not,
compromise - traits often lack- it’s about what you learn”
ing in the real world. In large measure, the students

Anyone who has gone to learnrespect — dressing the part
Pelowski seeking his support of as well as acting it.
crafting legislation knows that For all of those lessons, our
he’s a passionate advocate — as community owes a great deal of
long as things are done the right thanks to the lessons that Rep.
way. Pelowski continues to provide.

i
A
sfonate about politics. It's fasei=
nating. Even though it's not the
real Legislature, it feels real”

Pelowski’s influence has
everything to do with that,
Students work without party
affiliation, and senators and rep-
resentatives work together on
committees.

Unlike Congress’ supercom-

November 24, 2011 Winona Daily News Editorial
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Model Legislature’s name fits

I'he Winona Model Legislature
celebrated its soth anniversary of
inspiring young people last week.

It is, indeed, a model of collab-
oration, dedication and leader-
ship that our community should
be very proud of.

Minnesota Secretary of State
Mark Ritchie provided the open-
ing remarks once again — making
the drive to Winona despite a

funeral to attend.

Winona State University
President Scott Olson greeted the
young legislators to campus, and
Mavor Jerry Miller read a procla-
mation declaring it Model
Legislature Day in Winona.

What started with the inspira-
tion of a Winona mayor and a
service club 50 years ago has now
provided inspiration to more than
5,000 area students to participate

in public service.

A number of community
members have contributed to
sustain the program, which is the
oldest of its kind in the nation.

State Rep. Gene Pelowski has
led the program — and Winona
State University has been the host
— for nearly four decades.

In fact, Pelowski’s experience
leading the program helped
inspire him to run for the
Legislature — and the 26-year
state representative recently was
re-elected.

His passion for education and
public service was quite evident
during last week’s sessions.

Model Legislature brings
together students from area mid-
dle and high schools, along with
helpers from Winona State and
Saint Mary’s, to provide a real-

Model Legislature brings
together students from area
middle and high schools, along
with helpers from Winona State
and Saint Mary's, to provide a
real-world experience in
legislating.

world experience in legislating.

The young legislators — all
wearing business attire — learned
quickly that the chairman won't
call on you if you don't rise to be
recognized.

They also learned about taking
stands, negotiating with others
and advancing legislation.

In the process, the students

learn about working with others
in order to serve others.

“That's where the reward is
right there —inspiring students to
do something they probably never
would have done without it,"
Pelowski said. y

Qur state senator, Jeremy
Miller, told the students how he
was inspired by the program —
and now serves in St. Paul with
Pelowski.

The secretary of state would
love to see other communities fol-
low Winona’s model.

“It helps reinforce a lifelong
appreciation of the opportunities
and challenges and necessities of
being involved," Ritchie said. “It
also does trigger something inside
of young people that then
becomes part of their life goals
and their path in which they

choose to follow their dreams and
passions.”

Whether the students go on to
serve in the Legislature or the city
council or a volunteer board posi-
tion, Ritchie's description of fol-
lowing dreams and passions is
really the key.

“Tt feeds the minds and hearts
and souls of the young people and
the older people who keep it
going,” Ritchie said. “I think that's
part of the secret why thisis long-
lived and so successful”

It's all about inspiration — and
why so many of our local and state
leaders continue to share their
passion with our emerging lead-
ers.

Thanks to Gene Pelowski and
all the people who make this
ilnspiring program a model te fol-

OW.




‘MODEL

From A1

Real events inspired several
bills. Model Sen. John Scheevel, a
WSHS senior, authored a bill
requiring the governor to get leg-
islative approval before cutting
the budget when there’s a rev-
enue shortfall. Scheevel got the

idea after

Minnesota i

Sl e R and D “stand
Pawlenty cut  for respectand
the budget : .
unilaterally in dlplmm’:’
June when he ~ WSHS senior
couldn't f

aee ik Ryan Residence
lawmakers on said.

how to do it.

“It's a separation-of-powers
issue” Scheevel said. “This basi-
cally puts a check on the gover-
HOI.H

Pelowski has taught Model
Legislature to local high school
students for 34 years. He brings
in other state leaders, including
Secretary of State Mark Ritchie
and Rep. Frank Hornstein, DFL-
Minneapolis, who attended |
Thursday’s session. Half-joking- |
ly, Pelowski told students
Thursday morning that Ritchie
and Hornstein were on hand “to
learn from you” before the real
legislative session starts in
February.

Moments later, candidates for
Model Legislature leadership
posts began their stump speech-
es. Model gubernatorial candi-
date and WSHS senior Ryan
Residence told colleagues that
the letters “R" and “D" don't
stand for Republicans and
Democrats.

“They stand for respect and
diplomacy,” Residence said.

It’s too soon to tell if the real

state leaders were taking notes.

Dec. 4, 2009

A MODEL FOR CIVILITY'F’

Members of the Model Legistature House ofﬁemaentatwes areami'n i Thursday during Medel -
Legislature at the Tau Center on Winona State University's West Campus.

BY MELISSA CARLOWINGHA DAILY NEWS

Model Legislature teaches local high school students the

Art of compromis

By MARK SOMMERHAUSER
maommerhauser@
winonadailynews.com

The governor and House
and Senate leaders worked
together Thursday to balance
Minnesota's $1.2  billion
budget shortfall,

Wishful fantasy?

Not exactly — it was Model
Legislature, an annual exer-
cise where 150 students from
Winona-area high schools
and Winona State University
spend two days crafting mock
state law. Nearly everything
about Model Legislature mir-
rors the real thing, as students
form legislative committees,
author bills and vote on them
under direction from a real
lawmaker: Rep. Gene
Pelowski, DFL-Winona, a
social studies teacher at
‘Winona Senior High School.

But there's at least one big
difference. There are no polit-
ical parties in = Model

Legislature. Model Gov. Naeh

Klages-Mundt, a WSHS sen-
ior, said some students iden-
tify as liberals or conserva-
tives, but most are willing to

consider othel_'é' ideas.
“We're really looking for
compromise where it's need-

ed)” Klages-Mundt said.

The budget shortfall is the
big problem for legislators —

‘real and model — this vear,

and Klages-Mundt wants to
balance it by increasing sales

Minnesota Secretary of State Mark Ritchie looks on as Model
Legislature Speaker of the House Sylvia Thomas, 17 calls the House
to order Thursday during Model Legislature.

and alechol taxes and cutting
spending. The model gover-
nor’s other legislative priori-
ties include repealing No
Child Left Behind, cracking
down on cyber-bullying and
legalizing marijuana.

See MODEY., &

|
|

o

Minnesota Secretary
Thursday marning.

‘This is how we

Winona Model
Legislature turns
students into

lawmakers

KYLE FARRIS
Winona Daily News

Dawson Dahl wants to grant
veterans free hunting and fish-

Planned Parenthood.

And  Wyatt Bakke wanis
$500,000 to fund arts and recre-
atfon projects across Minnesota.

Dah), Tekautz, Bakke and more
than 100 other area high school

of State Steve Sim

on, middle, leads an oath

cll a more perfect

Local high school students listen as the 2017 Winona Model Legislature
al Winona State University's Tau Center begins on Thursday morning.

students are g this week
1o make their bills the law of the
Jand at thisyedr's Winona Model
Legislature.

The annual two-day event
offers students # crash course in
state politics and lawmaking by
giving them roles as representa-
tives, senators and executives,
and giving them mock versions
of real bills to consider.

“We live, as you know, in a
divided time! Scott Olson,
president of Witiona State Uni-
versity, told the stadents before
they were swom into office in the
Tan Center rotunda, “Republi-
can or Democrat, libertarian or
progressive, this is what brings
us together. This is how we form
amore perfect union.”

After the young legislators
voted their peers into key po-
sitlons ~ governor, leutonant
governar, secretary of state and

P pro of the
senate — they broke into com=
mittees and began presenting
and contemplating bills.

Rep. Bakke, a sendor at Austin
High School, was assigned to the
Commerce Committee during
this, his first and only trip 1o the:
Model Legislature, His favorite
part, he said, is challenging the
merits of his colleagues’ bills.

“Barraging them with ques-
tions and stufi” said Bakke,
who added that he possesses
the skills of persuasion needed
to champion his own bill.

] love this place,” he said.
“It's so fun.*

Students over the past few
weeks had a chance to scour
through dozens of bills and pick
ong of particular interest.

Sen. Megan Mattheis, who's
i her junior year at Winona
Senfor High School and hopes

as the Model Legisiature at W

inona State Unr

to became a veterinarian, chose
a bill that would make food com-
panies clearly label products
that contain xylitol, an artificial
sweetener than can be harmful
to dogs.

Rep. Ben Maynard, a senior at
Rushford- Peterson High School
‘who works at a car dealership,
chose a bill that would prevent
vehicle manufacturers and dis-
tributors from engaging in a slew
of unfair practices.

“It's cool learning the dif-
ferent ways that government
works," he said.

At least one legislator, how-
ever, was not a fervent advocate
for her own bill.

Rep. Grace Luhmann, a se-
nfor at Rushford-Peterson, was
tasked with presenting a bill that
would legalize spearfishing from
sundown to sunup.

“It sounds fun, but 1 don't

form
union’

Tepreser 1 k
the stu |1:.-.__,--._

ing awmmied an engraved m\'el

from Rep, Gene Pelowskl, the
longtime adviser of the Mode)

“1t was a great learning expe-
rience 17 years agoy” said Miller,
who encouraged students to trust
in themselves, get fnvolved n
their communities and surround
themselves with good de. “1
used 1o sit in your o Thad o
desire to run for public office, but
didnt know when or where

Some students had thelr own
sources of inspiration.

As representatives and sena-
tors buzzed and bustled in their
glant room, Michael Ekérn and
Matthew Strapp, both semiors at
Rushford- Peterson, made them-

selves ut home in the governor's
office just down the hall

Ekern and Strapp, who had
never participated in Model
Legislature before this week,
said they were inspired by their

former classmate Logan Chui-
mby, who setved as governor at
last year's Model Legislature
Quimby even used his executive
power to order pizza.

“We heard about that”
Gov. Strapp said

“Power seems pretty oeat”
Gov, Ekern added

Lt.



Policy, process and personality:
Annual Model Legislature kicks
off in Winona

Glen Olson Daily News

Keean Benson was king for a day.
Or as close as one can get in a democracy.

At least within the context of Winona's Model
Legislature, where the Rushford-Peterson High
School senior made it to the highest-ranking elected
official’s chair as the governor Thursday morning at

Winona State University’s Tau Center.

This was Rushford’s first year participating, and the
53rd year of the Model Legislature, which gathered
over 100 middle school, high school and college
students from the surrounding area to write, sell
and vote for bills for their state. The event, long led
by state Rep. Gene Pelowski, DFL-Winona, is a key
chance for students to learn the state government
process — by running a mock government.

w

As governor, Benson had a simple but ambitious goal
as leader.

“Our goal is to spread out the budget evenly,” Benson
said. “Get what needs to be done.”

Benson and his lieutenant governor Kate Klungtvedt,
also a Rushford-Peterson senior, said that once they
got their information from committee meetings
going on down the hall, that wouldn't be a problem.

The Model Legislature covered the workings of both
the Minnesota House and Senate, with students
filling roles on committees as they lobbied and
debated each other to get their bills passed. The bills,
some of which the students wrote themselves prior
to the event, covered a range of topics, from limiting
cellphone use while driving to expanding life
insurance for non-career firefighters who die in the
line of duty.

Pelowski said the event inspires further involvement
in students, many of whom are there year after year
— and some of whom have gone into state
government in the real world.

“We have students at every level of governments,
including the White House, who were in Model
Legislature,” Pelowski said, including state Sen.
Jeremy Miller, R-Winona, who was in attendance
Thursday.

Pelowski said the event covers more than just the
official procedures as students work together.

“They deal with policy, process and personality,”

Pelowski said. “The three P’s.

Scott Olson, WSU president, said the event is a good
example of teaching students to use power
collaboratively.

“This is how government ought to work,” Olson said.

Olson also noted that the event was one of the things
that inspired the university’s Education Village
project, which in part seeks to give students more
exposure to experiential learning opportunities —
like running a model state government.

Pelowski said any expanded WSU partnership would
allow Model Legislature to include more area schools
and also help with funding, as the event is almost all
privately funded or by donations, including from
WSsU.

“We'll broaden this,” Pelowski said. “It is what we've

always wanted.”

Thursday, the students experienced the grind of
lawmaking. That included the pages running
messages to and fro between the committees and the
governor'’s office, collecting ballots, and other work.

One page, Mikaela Mohr, an eighth-grade Cotter
student, said she had come for the first time after
being asked by one of her teachers, but she had been
interested since going to Washington D.C.

She said it was interesting to observe government in
action, especially the level of involvement. Mohr said
she'd like to participate next year, and be more than

a page.

“I think it's cool how people get into this,” Mohr said,
adding a note on the dapper dress of many of the
student attendees: “They really get into costume.”

Benson and Klungvedt, meanwhile, said that despite
their experience Thursday, they weren’t interested in

working in real-world government.

However, Benson appreciated “getting an insight

into how government works,” he said.




P 54°F

| N 14 MPH G 18
Qick for
Forecast

WeatherForYou. com

Bluff Country Reader ~ The Chatfield News  News Leader Spring Grove Herald Spring Valley Tribune

Be the first of your friends to recommend this G m

R-P Model Legislature students help push bill to the Capitol

W

Rushford-Peterson students participating in Model Legislature recently had a
firsthand look into the group effort needed to pass legislation. R-P students
played a significant role in drafting a bill-one affecting their local energy
cooperative- passed by the Minnesota legislature last month.

In recent years, Tri-County Electric Cooperative (which is now a part of the
MiEnergy Cooperative) had a complaint filed against them on a qualification of
a wind turbine installation. Tri-County was one of four electric cooperatives
who faced the brunt of this complaint.

The result was costly, but after a year of investigating and resolving the issue,
Tri-County, with the help of Attorney General Lori Swanson, found that the
blame came from Renewable Energy, the company responsible for providing
the poor equipment.

“We felt that clarification was needed in statute,” said MiEnergy in a prepared
statement. The statement went on to state that MiEnergy felt that the
responsibility on local regulators should be to balance interest of customers
(referred to as “members”) in energy cooperatives with the profits of the
company.

MiEnergy, Minnesota Rural Electric Association, Representative Gene
Pelowski, and other influential voices worked to draft a bill for introduction. The
bill was drafted by the fall of 2016 under the designation HF 234,

Model Legislature

Meanwhile, Winona's Model Legislature, a program instituted by Pelowski, was

preparing for their sessions on Nov. 17 and 18. The Model Legislature featured

students from Austin High School, Winona Cotter, Winona High and Middle [P —
schools, Winona State University, and R-P.

The Model Legislature looked over HF 234 and in their sessions discussed and passed the bill.

“The goal was to run the bill and see what would happen,” said Pelowski. "l wanted feedback. | knew
we would get a cross section of comments from this.”

Andrea Larson took the charge as Senate Author of the bill. As the daughter of Heather, a MiEnergy
employee, Larson was in the prime position to get actual working feedback by those in the industry,
feedback that she brought to the model legislature.

“When | had a question, | could ask them and vice versa,” shared Larson, who also worked with
MiEnergy's CEO Brian Krambeer in discussing the bill.

Larson explained that all members of the Model Legislature were split into the House and the Senate
with R-P students Hayden Stensgard and Logan Quimby being elected Governor and Lieutenant

As the Senate finished their work on the bill, they passed it to the House, where the House amended
one hig issue; who would set prices for members. The House amended the bill to suggest that the
Public Utilities Commission would set the prices instead of the Cooperatives. If this happened, the
prices would be static across the State of Minnesota and smaller Cooperatives would pay the same
pricing as larger Cooperatives.

“(This situation) is the whole thing we didn’t want,” said Larson. “The (Board) are all members so it's
not like they are going to jack the (prices) up.”

When the bill bounced back to the Senate, Larson explained to the House Representative why it was
beneficial to leave it as is.

“| felt like once it was explained and the other people at model legislature knew what it meant, it went
over really well," said Larson. The bill went to Stensgard who signed it as the last bill of the day.

Back to the State Legislature

After the trial run of the bill in the Model Legislature, the actual Minnesota House and Senate began
their push of the bill. Pelowski, Representative Greg Davids and Senator Jeremy Miller all sponsored
the bill.

The bill achieved bipartisan support, but Governor Mark Dayton vetoed the bill due to some concerns
with the politics of the policy.

“The discussion from the Model Legislature was almost identical to the discussion that occurred with
the governor,” said Pelowski.

Pelowski noted that environmental proponents pushed for the Dayton veto, fearing that the power
given to municipal cooperatives would not have the same environmental standards.

Instead, Pelowski noted, these cooperatives have had a strong push towards solar and wind, such as
MiEnergy's Renewable Rays Solar Initiative.

The bill underwent several rounds of renegotiation, but Pelowski believed that the biggest push came
from a dinner with Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith, as well as with Cooperative representatives. The
meeting functioned to “explain the positive parts of the bill," said Pelowski. “That it wasn’t as Draconian
as the other side was saying.”

With Smith’s support and understanding, she was able to help push the bill before Dayton finally
approved it.

Leaders in the making

Thanks to the exposure in the Model Legislature, Pelowski and other sponsors of the bill were able to
get a valuable preview of some of the conversation regarding the bill. Pelowski intends on continuing
to provide these experiences for students.

“When the students are there they are dealing with real legislation. It's hands-on learning but hands-on
learning with something that may become a law,” he said. “It trains students to want to do public
service and government.”

Pelowski noted current legislators are “graduates” of the Model Legislature and he wouldn't be
surprised to see Stensgard, or another one of the many students, running for office in the near future.
“It's been fantastic that Rushford has taken a very strong position that students are going to take an
interest in Model Legislature,” he said.

His role as governor of Model Legislature has been positive for Stensgard. "l had some support from
the Rushford kids (to run),” he says. "l figured, I'd just try and see what happens. It's interesting to
know that something we passed as high school students ended up being passed in real life.”




Winona-area students propose

bills, compromise on pizza in
annual Model Legislature

With great power comes great responsibility — and

pizza.

High-schoolers and middle-schoolers packed the
Tau Center at Winona State University on Thursday
for the 54th annual Model Legislature, a two-day
event where young people from area schools create
and run their own version of Minnesota's state

government.

Shrugging off their backpacks and tossing them into

the corner, students got to work Thursday morning
by first electing their peers to the state's most
coveted offices.

“A vote for Stensgard and Quimby is a vote for
experience, leadership ... and a greater Minnesota,”
said Logan Quimby, a senior from Rushford-Peterson
Senior High School, who ran alongside one of his
classmates and ultimately won after a refreshingly
short election.

Promising the power would not go to their heads,
Gov. Hayden Stensgard and Lt. Gov. Quimby took
their seats in a private office as the 100 or so
senators and representatives broke into their

respective committees.

“I may or may not be chair of the Commerce
Committee,” said one young man trying to find his
table.

Students carried around hulking books of real bills
that have been introduced before the state
Legislature. Each had picked a particular bill to

research and to pitch to their fellow legislators.

Rep. Noah Lund, who goes to Austin High School,
introduced a bill that would automatically allocate
disaster relief funds to counties in southeast
Minnesota — “because it's inevitable those areas will
flood ... and this allows us to react faster and not
hold a long meeting.”

Rep. Sarah Mensing, who goes to Rushford-Peterson,
introduced a bill that would lengthen prison
sentences for people who conceal or tamper with
evidence relating to a homicide — “so families will

get a sense of justice.”

And Sen. Zoey Aune, who goes to Cotter High School,
introduced a bill that would increase state funding
for organizations working to prevent human
trafficking.

“It's a big problem,” she said. “They need our
support.”

In the governor’s office, Stensgard and Quimby were

enjoying the perks of power.
“We just ordered a pizza,” Stensgard said.

“Sausage and pepperoni,” said Quimby, ever a man of
the details.

From their office, they could hear a hum of activity
coming from the giant room down the hall, where
senators and representatives debated which bills
should pass and which ones should die — which ones
would make up the mountain of papers that would

soon hit the governor's desk.
“It feels like the calm before the storm,” Quimby said.

Gene Pelowski, an actual state representative whose
district includes Winona County, even loaned
Stensgard a stamp with the official seal of
Minnesota, so he would look the part when
approving the bills.

Pelowski has been an adviser at Model Legislatures
for 41 years, and said it is impressive to see how

students come together for the common good.

“It takes them two days to balance a budget,” he said.
“We can't do it in two sessions.”

By the time they graduate, some students will have
attended four or five Model Legislatures.

They begin in middle school as humble pages,
running documents back and forth between
different committees, and finish their careers in

high school as legislators or governors.

Rep. Precious Pritchett, who goes to Winona Senior
High School, waited until this year, her senior year,
to attend her first Model Legislature.

She was having a good time, she said, fighting for a
bill that would put those convicted of cruelty to
animals on an online registry.

“I wanted to go before, but other things were
stressing me out,” Pritchett said. “This year, I told
myself to forget about the stress.”

Bryce Tienter, a seventh-grader at Cotter, is a page
this year — “the best one here,” according to
members of his committee.

They do not mind that he sometimes gets distracted
by his friends, who are also pages, or that he
sometimes sneaks away to sit in the windowsill

There might even come a day when Bryce joins them
on one of these committees. He says he would like to
make this an annual stop of his.

“You get two days off school,” he said.




Our view: Winona's Model
Legislature is building the future

A

® Nov

Our political system is broken and partisan, filled
with backbiting and infighting, led by lawmakers
worried more about their own future and fame than
their constituents’ needs, and who are increasingly
prone to exhibiting the kind of poor morals and
character we wouldn'’t expect out of the blackest
sheep in our families.

Congress? Nah.

We're talking about the Minnesota Legislature.

Okay. We're over-exaggerating a bit. But to be fair
these days, even in state politics, it’s hard to figure
out what the new normal looks like.

We were discouraged this fall by too many things.
The large number of qualified, thoughtful
incumbents on every side of the aisle who chose not
to run again, many of them citing the increasing
partisanship at the Capitol and the fact that being a
lawmaker is not exactly a part-time job if you want
to do it well. The new faces in races attached to
everything from financial indiscretions to outright
racial slurs. The outside money that poured in, with
DFLers and Republicans alike each independently
attempting to buy themselves a Legislature.

Not to say we weren't discouraged already, given the
Legislature’s inability this spring to do practically
anything of consequence, leaving so many major
bills on the table that the campaign-season rhetoric
focused more on what they would have liked to do,
rather than what they actually accomplished.

So let’s talk about what a new model looks like.

Actually, there's no need: We have one built already,
right here in town.

Today and Friday, Rep. Gene Pelowski will again be
leading the Model Legislature in Winona, where
more than 100 high-school students gather to elect
leaders, write bills, convene committees, negotiate
the fine art of compromise, and likely accomplish
more in two days than what the Minnesota
Legislature has accomplished in the last two years.
He’s been leading the effort for nearly 40 years; the
program has been around for a half-century.

This work has never been more important, the
education of Minnesota's future political leaders
never more crucial.

Character counts. More so than ever. There's no
better place to learn than by practicing among peers,
far away from the eventual bright lights that tend to
blind so many promising public servants.

And we've pointed out many times before how the
problem in politics — with the Minnesota
Legislature, at least — isn't always with the people,
but with the process.

So who better to lead the way for Minnesota’s newest
crop of bright, thoughtful political minds than
Pelowski? Winona's longtime representative, while
consistently leading with the decorum and respect of
the state’s most celebrated politicians, has taken on
the often lonely cause at the Capitol of striving for
basic and necessary reforms to how the Legislature
does business.

Given the bitter words immediately lobbed back and
forth after the dust settled on Election Day and
Minnesota found itself with a newly minted
Republican Senate, a stronger Republican House, and
a DFL governor who's already announced he’s run the
last political race of his career, we're not terribly
optimistic about what 2017 will bring.

But we're optimistic when it comes to Minnesota's
political future, and that’s in large part due to the
Model Legislature program. Spend just a bit of time
with the program, as we have every year, and it’s
impossible not to be hopeful, watching high-school
students tentatively navigate adult systems they
haven't yet been jaded by, forging new relationships,
discovering unexpected communion, learning how to
work together for the public good.

Pelowski and the Model Legislature are building that
future together, and that’s something to celebrate.
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> From: Bob Kierlin

> Sent: Tuesday, December 11, 2001 9:44 AM
> To: 'Gene Pelowski'

> Subject: winona model legislature

>

> Gene:

-

> Thanks for sending along the book with the bills considered at this year's

> model legislature. | was awestruck reading through it last night at the

> quality of the work the students did. The bills replicate what the actual

> |legislature considers with near perfect accuracy. Have you ever considered
> inviting newly-elected state legislators to sit in as a learning

> experience for the real thing?
-

> Some day you can explain to me how the bills get into such accurate form,
> including the modification of existing laws. Does somebody at the capital
> give you some help?

=

> Thanks to the students for preparing the billbook, but a huge thank you to
> you for what you do to enrich each of their lives.

=

> Bob K.




To: <gene.pelowski@winona.k12.mn.us>
Date: 11/23/2011 08:39AM
Subject: Compliment

Hi Gene:

I've been meaning to tell you this for quite some time, and wanted to talk to you
in person at conferences (but you were way to popular), but | want you to know
that you are doing an excellent job and are inspiring not only your students, but
everyone you touch with your Model Legislature Project.

Two years ago, my son James was getting ready to go into the Navy in
December, and he and a couple of his buddies (all spectacular non-achievers)
were all sitting around the dining room table on Thanksgiving. This question
came up: “Who was the best teacher you ever had?” It was unanimous...Mr.
Pelowski.

We all have had teachers in grade school and high school who stood out, and
changed our lives. You are definitely one of those teachers!

All the Marek’s thoroughly enjoyed their Model Legislature experiences, and |
want to take the opportunity to thank you for providing this wonderful learning
experience to our youth.

Anyway, | know that you teachers hear a lot more critiques than compliments. |
hope you have a great day, and a wonderful Thanksgiving. WSHS is lucky to
have you.

-Patrick Marek
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Richard Dahman '3 AN
To: Geni owsk Details

Thanks, Gene. | want to also
mention the Model Legislature.
This was my first time getting to
see it in action, and | was
impressed!

Rich

Rich Dahman
Superintendent, Winona Area
Public Schools

richard.dahman@winona.k12.mn.u

S
507-494-0861
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