House Research
Act Summary

CHAPTER:

TOPIC:

Date:
Analyst:

18 SESSION: 1999 Regular Session

Definition of Public Water Supply

June 21, 1999
Elisabeth M. Loehrke, 651-296-5043

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 651-296-6753
(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance. Summaries are
also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd.

Overview

This act strikes the existing definition of "public water supply" in the state Safe Drinking Water Act and
instead inserts a citation to the definition of a similar term in the federal Safe Drinking Water Act. This
change ensures that the state definition tracks with the federal definition.

1 Public water supply. Amends 8§ 144.382, subd. 4. Strikes the current definition of "public water
supply" in the state Safe Drinking Water Act, and instead specifies that the term has the same
meaning as "public water system," as defined in the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.

The two definitions are similar, except that: (1) the definition in state law states that a public
water supply serves "an average of 25 people per day for 60 days of the year," and the definition
in federal law states that a public water system "regularly serves at least twenty-five
individuals;" (2) the federal law defines the terms "connections" and "irrigation districts" and
exempts certain public water systems from regulation during a transition period, and the state
law does not; and (3) state law defines the term to mean a system of piped water, and the
definition in federal law includes both pipes and other constructed conveyances.




