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Overview

This bill provides financing for the construction of a new football stadium for the
University of Minnesota, and also allows a land swap for a parcel of land in
Dakota County. Taconite funding is provided, if conditions are met, for a Hockey
Hall of Fame in Eveleth.

Section

1 Definitions. Creates definitions for the act, including definitions that regulate what the
University can use the land in Dakota County for, what others can use the land for, and what
uses would be prohibited to all parties.

2 Land Protection and Transfer.

Subd. 1. Land protection. Ties the obligations of the State to pay for the Gophers
stadium to a completion of the land transfer of 2,840 acres in Dakota County. Specifies
that a conservation easement should be completed, and also specifies conditions for
meeting the requirement of this Act. Requires that income from leases or uses of the
land stay with the land. Protects the rights of the University, and of third parties, with
regard to the land.

Subd. 2. Land transfer. Conveys the land from the University to the state, when the
last funding payment for the stadium is made. Allows the state to take all or any part of
the land. Prescribes various protections for parties subject to the land transfer. Requires
the University to exercise due diligence in seeking federal redress of environmental
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Section

problems created on the land prior to University ownership. Requires the University to
seal any abandoned wells.

Subd. 3. Unless otherwise agreed to by the state and the University board of regents, if
the state fails to make the total amount of payments for the stadium, the University can
rescind any covenants preventing development of the land.

3 Recreational program assessment. Requires a series of reports to the state and legislature
on the land transfer, including reports on the structure of the land transfer, the need for
dispute resolution processes, the feasibility of prospective uses, the amelioration of pollution
on the land, and the role possible stakeholders might play in development of the land for
public uses.

4 Activities; contracts. Enumerates powers for the University in designing and building the
stadium; requires use of American made steel if possible; exempts the University from
various state construction requirements.

5 Conditions for payment to University. Requires the University to demonstrate the existence
of $110.75 million in other funding prior to accessing state funds; Appropriates $10.25
million for 25 years from the general fund for the stadium. Prevents cost overruns from
having the effect of raising student fees. Adjusts the appropriation down if the bonds cost
less. Requires the regents to certify affordable student access to stadium seats.

6 Public use of stadium. Requests that the University provide ample opportunities for use of
the stadium by public bodies.

7 Environmental review. Requires the University to complete an environmental review and
performance of the responsible governmental unit duties as prescribed under law.

8 No full faith and credit. Bonds issued for this stadium are not backed by the full faith and
credit of the state.

9 Mitigation fund. Establishes a $1.5 million mitigation fund for neighborhood effects.

10 Neighborhood impact report. Requires a neighborhood impact report, specifies content and
who should be consulted.

11 Eminent domain. Prevents eminent domain from being used in the acquisition of the fire
station 19 building.

12 Construction materials. Exempts various construction materials from sales tax.

13 City of Eveleth. Allocates taconite taxes to a Hockey hall of Fame, if a match is achieved
and if the Hall stays in Eveleth.

14 Liquor license. Allows an on-sale liquor license for the stadium.

15 Termination of lease. Allows for the termination of the metrodome lease.

16 Effective date. Makes this act effective the day following final enactment.
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