
 

 

House Research 
Act Summary 

 

 CHAPTER: 151 SESSION: 2008 Regular Session 

 TOPIC: Dedicated Funding for Natural Resources and Arts 

 Date: March 25, 2008 

  Pat Dalton, 651-296-7434 

 Analyst: Janelle Taylor, 651-296-5039 

This publication can be mad e available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd. 

 

  

Overview 

This act will propose a constitutional amendment in the 2008 general election to 

dedicate a new 3/8 of one percent sales tax for 25 years for natural resources and 

the arts. 

1         Constitutional amendment.  Proposes one in the 2008 general election to dedicate a new 

3/8 of one percent sales tax for a 25-year period to the following purposes: 

 33 percent to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and 

habitat for fish, game, and wildlife; 

 33 percent to protect, enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, and 

streams and to protect groundwater from degradation (at least five percent of the 

this amount must be spent only to protect drinking water sources); 

 14.25 percent to support the state’s parks and trails; and 

 19.75 percent for the arts and cultural heritage purposes. 

Four different and specific funds (outdoor heritage fund, parks and trails fund, clean water 

fund, and arts and cultural heritage fund) and one account (sustainable drinking water 



 

 

account within the clean water fund) would be created for the monies to be deposited in.   

States the dedicated monies must supplement traditional sources of funding for the above 

purposes.  

Requires that land acquired by fee with money from the outdoor heritage fund under this 

section must be open to the public taking of fish and game during the open season unless 

otherwise provided by law.  

States that if the base of the sales and use tax is changed, the sales and use tax rate in this 

section may be proportionally adjusted by law to within one-thousandth of one percent in 

order to provide as close to the same amount of revenue as practicable for each fund as 

existed before the change to the sales and use tax. 

2         Submission to voters.  States the question on dedicated funding submitted to voters in the 

2008 general election. 

 


