
 

 

 HOUSE RESEARCH 

 Bill Summary 
 

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 2836 DATE:  February 16, 2000 

 Version: As introduced 

 Authors:  Rostberg 

 Subject: Military Affairs 

 Analyst: Jim Cleary, 651-296-5053 

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd. 

Overview 

This bill clarifies the eligibility requirements for membership in the state's militia, including the 

Minnesota National Guard. It conforms Minnesota Statutes to federal law and current practice, by 

clarifying eligibility for women, non-Minnesota residents, and persons under age 18. 

1 Broadens eligibility. Strikes language in current law restricting eligibility in the state militia to 

resident males who are age 18 or over. New language conforms the state's minimum age 

requirement to federal code.  

 As a practical matter, this bill affects only the Minnesota National Guard, and it simply 

conforms statute to current practice. 

 Technically, however, Minnesota Statutes section 190.06, subdivision 1, defines the "state 

militia" much more broadly, to include all able bodied resident males aged 18 to 45. Subdivision 

2 of that statute defines the following classification for the militia: 

 Organized militia: 

 a) the National Guard; 

 b) the State Guard, which is comprised of all organized components of the militia, except 

the National Guard (of which none currently exist); and 

 Unorganized militia, which consists of all other members of the militia. 

 Minnesota Statutes chapter 191-which is devoted exclusively to the unorganized militia-

authorizes the Governor to call out and organize the militia whenever part or all of the National 

Guard is called to federal active duty. 

2 Noncombatant service. Strikes the residency requirement pertaining to people whom the 

Governor may appoint to the medical corps, the nurse corps, and other noncombatant branches 

and services of the organized militia. 

 


