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Overview

Currently, a proposed electric power generating plant of 50 megawatts or more can only be constructed
in the state after the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) designates a site for the facility through a
siting process. In certain circumstances, the board can grant an exemption from the siting process but
only for facilities between 50 and 80 megawatts.

This bill would allow existing coal fired and nuclear power electric facilities that are retrofitting or
repowering to burn gas or a similar clean fuel to also apply for an exemption from the siting process, but
does not guarantee an exemption. The facility still must meet the other requirements of the Power Plant
Siting Act exemption provision to qualify for an exemption.

1 Siting process exemption. Modifies the power plant siting exemption process to allow existing
coal fired and nuclear power electric plants that are retrofitting or repowering to generate
electricity with gas or a similar clean fuel to be eligible for an exemption. The EQB still has the
discretion of whether to grant the exemption. The EQB may only grant the exemption after the
facility proposer provides notice to affected persons and the EQB makes a finding that the
facility will not have a significant human or environmental impact.

2 Effective date. Provides that section 1 is effective the day following final enactment.



