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Overview 

This bill changes what is considered income for purposes of calculating child support in a specific 

situation. 

Background 

For purposes of calculating child support, Minnesota has a broad definition of "income." The definition 

is not necessarily the same as the definition of income for tax purposes. Additionally, the definition 

currently excludes any MFIP-S assistance received. 

In some circumstances, when physical custody of the children is shared by the parents, each parent may 

be required to pay child support during the period when the child is residing with the other parent. This 

can help to spread financial burdens more evenly over time for the parents. Additionally, if the parents 

have disparate incomes it can help to apportion child expenses in relation to income. 

1 Income calculation when physical custody split. Provides that benefits received under: 

(1) chapter 256J (MFIP-S); and  

(2) Title IV-A of the Social Security Act (the federal TANF block grant used to help 

fund MFIP-S) 

shall be considered income for purposes of child support calculation if physical custody 

is split and both parents are required to pay child support at times. 

 


