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Overview 

As a condition of obtaining an initial teaching license, teacher candidates must pass a basic skills exam 

in reading, writing and math. Colleges and universities with an approved teacher preparation program 

must provide remedial assistance to candidates who fail to pass the test, including those for whom 

English is a second language. Teachers who complete their teacher preparation program in another state 

and receive a one-year license to teach in Minnesota also must pass the basic skills exam and are eligible 

to receive remedial assistance from the school district that employs them if they fail to pass the test. 

Also as a condition of initial licensure, teacher candidates must demonstrate their attainment of a 

common core of teaching knowledge and skills. 

Section  

1 Teacher and support personnel qualifications. (b) Requires the board of teaching annually to 

report the following to the legislature: 

 the total number of teacher candidates taking the skills exam during the most recent 

school year; 

 the number of teacher candidates who passed the exam; 

 the number of teacher candidates who failed the exam; 

 the distribution of the scores of all the test takers; 

 the number of teacher candidates who failed the exam at least once before; and 

 the number of teacher candidates who failed the exam at least once before and passed. 

 (e) Requires the board of teaching annually to report to the legislature on the performance of 

teacher candidates on common core assessments of knowledge and skills during the most recent 

school year. 



 

 

 Makes section 1 effective for the 2001-2002 school year and later. 

 


