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Overview

School districts and charter schools report enrollment information to the department of children,
families, and learning (DCFL). Both school districts and charter schools use the MARSS (Minnesota
Automated Reporting Student System) system for reporting final enrollment numbers to the department.
Final state aid payments are based on the MARSS data. However, payments to school districts and
charter schools begin prior to the availability of MARSS data. These initial aid payments are based on
estimates of enrollment that are submitted by school districts and charter schools. For school districts,
the estimates are provided through the EDRS (electronic data reporting system). School districts
estimate enrollment for the next three school years. Charter schools are providing enroliment estimates
through pencil and paper forms.

Since Minnesota's school finance system is based on a rather involved count of pupils (adjusted
marginal cost pupil units), a school's state aid payments are dependent on an accurate pupil count. Any
overstatement or understatement of enrollment affects the school's initial aid payments.

H.F. 641 requires the DCFL to develop a web-based form for charter schools to use to report student
enrollment. Charter schools in their first three years of operation are required to submit quarterly
enrollment counts using this web-based form. For charter schools that have been operating more than
three years, the enrollment data must be submitted in the form and manner required by the DCFL.

1 Payment of aids to charter schools. Predicates a charter school's state aid payments during its first
three years of operation on timely quarterly filings of enrollment counts. Requires the enrollment
report to show each student's start and end data (if any), and for any charter school offering a learning
year program, the hours and times of learning year activities. Requires the DCFL to develop a web-
based application for charter schools to use to file enrollment information. Allows a charter school that
has been in operation for more than three years to submit enrollment data in the form and manner
requested by the DCFL.






