
 

 

 HOUSE RESEARCH 

 Bill Summary 
 

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 339 DATE:  February 24, 2003 

 Version: As introduced 

 Authors:  Davnie and others 

 Subject: Damages for Graffiti 

 Analyst: Deborah K. McKnight, Legislative Analyst (651-296-5056) 

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd. 

 

 

Section   

1         Graffiti damage action. Defines "graffiti" to mean unauthorized markings on public or 

privately owned real or personal property, which markings are visible from premises open to 

the public. Creates a cause of action for damages by the property owner. Allows recovery of 

three times the cost of restoring the property. Allows the court to order an indigent defendant 

to do restoration work, as an alternative to damages. Allows recovery of damages from the 

parents of a minor on the same terms that current apply to parental liability for acts of minors 

(up to $1,000 damages). Requires the court to award attorney fees and costs to a prevailing 

plaintiff.  

2         Effective date; application. Section 1 is effective August 1, 2003 for causes of action 

arising on or after that date.  

 


