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Overview 

This bill provides a gross misdemeanor penalty when a person commits a fifth-

degree arson crime and the conduct results in bodily harm. In situations where 

there is no bodily harm, the penalty is a misdemeanor. 

Section   

1         Arson in the Fifth Degree.  

Subd. 1. Makes a technical change to reflect the accurate maximum fine for a 

misdemeanor.  

Subd. 2. Specifies that a gross misdemeanor penalty applies when a person commits 

fifth-degree arson and the conduct results in bodily harm. Fifth-degree arson occurs 

when someone intentionally by means of fire or explosives sets fire to or burns or 

causes to be burned any real or personal property of value. "Bodily harm" has the 

meaning given in the criminal code: namely, "physical pain or injury, illness, or any 

impairment of physical condition."  

 

Effective August 1, 2003, and applies to crimes committed on or after that date.  

 


