— HOUSE RESEARCH
Bill Summary —

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 463 DATE: March 11, 2003

Version:  As Introduced
Authors:  Pugh and others
Subject:  Federal Mail Theft

Analyst:  Jeffrey P. Diebel, 651-296-5041

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 651-296-6753
(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance. Summaries are
also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd.

Overview

Creates the crime of mail fraud and prescribes penalties. Authorizes prosecutors
to file charges for identity theft and mail theft in the jurisdiction where the victim
resides. Permits aggregation in cases of identity and mail theft.

Section

1 Theft of mail. Creates the crime of mail theft.

2 Penalties. Imposes a three-year felony or a fine of up to $3,000, or both, for mail theft.

3 Venue. Authorizes prosecutors to file charges for identity theft and mail theft in either the
county where the offense occurred or the county of residence or place of business of the
victim. The purpose of this provision is to give prosecutors more flexibility in prosecuting
identity theft.

4 Aggregation. Permits prosecutors to aggregate the value of money and property obtained

through identity theft and mail theft to increase the level of the offense. Permits prosecutors
to file charges in any county in which one of the aggravated offenses occurred.



