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Overview 

In 2003 the legislature passed the Minnesota Citizens' Personal Protection Act 

dealing with the right to obtain a permit to carry a pistol. The statute was 

invalidated by the Minnesota Court of Appeals because its enactment as part of a 

larger bill was found to violate the state constitutional amendment requirement 

that a bill have only one subject. Unity Church of St. Paul v. State of Minnesota 

(April 12, 2005). 

Section 1 of the bill re-enacts (1) the 2003 permit to carry law, and (2) a separate 

article of the 2003 Act that imposed a lifetime ban on firearms possession by 

felons. The re-enactment is retroactive to the original effective date of April 28, 

2003. 

Section 2 amends the provision of the permit to carry law that allows a private 

establishment to ban firearms. Under current law the establishment must both post 

a specified sign at each entrance and personally inform individuals of the posted 

request. The amendment allows an establishment to choose either posting a sign 

or informing individuals of the establishment's policy. 

 


