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Overview 

This bill prohibits the intentional disruption of a funeral ceremony, burial service, 

or memorial service for any deceased person. It creates criminal penalties for a 

violation, and also provides certain civil remedies. In addition, it prohibits 

targeted picketing of the home of any family or household member of the 

deceased person on the date of the service or ceremony. Enhancement for a repeat 

offense does not require that the earlier offense occurred within Minnesota. 

Section   

1         Definitions. Defines the following key terms:  

"Family or household" includes: (1) spouses and former spouses; (2) parents and children; 

(3) persons related by blood; (4) persons who are presently residing together or who have 

resided together in the past; (5) persons who have or will have a child together; and (6) 

persons involved in a significant romantic or sexual relationship.  

"Funeral ceremony" means a service or rite commemorating the deceased with the body 

present.  

"Funeral procession" means two or more motor vehicles that identify themselves by using 

regular lights and by keeping themselves in close formation, one of which contains the body 

of a deceased person, enroute to or from a funeral ceremony or graveside service.  

"Graveside service" means a service or rite, conducted at the place of interment, 

commemorating the deceased with the body present.  
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"Memorial service" means a ceremony or rite commemorating the deceased without the body 

present.  

"Targeted residential picketing" means marching or standing in front of a particular residence 

in a manner that adversely affects the safety, security, or privacy of the occupant, or prevents 

the occupant from gaining access to or exiting the residence, but does not require more than 

one act or that acts be committed on more than one occasion.  

2         Crime to disrupt. Creates criminal penalties for intentionally disrupting a funeral 

ceremony, graveside service or memorial service for any deceased person.  

The first violation is a misdemeanor crime. A repeat violation of this statute, or of a similar 

statute in another state, is a gross misdemeanor.  

It is a crime to do any of the following:  

  

 with intent to disrupt a graveside service, memorial service, or funeral ceremony, 

protest or picket within 500 feet of the burial site or the entrance to a facility or 

location being used for the service or ceremony, within one-hour prior to, during, or 

one-hour following the service or ceremony; 

 with intent to disrupt a funeral procession, impedes or attempts to impede vehicles 

that are part of the funeral procession; 

 intentionally blocks or attempts to block access to a funeral ceremony, graveside 

service, or memorial service; or 

 knowingly engages in targeted residential picketing at the home or domicile of any 

surviving member of the deceased person's family or household on the date of the 

service or ceremony. 

 

3         Civil remedies. Provides the following civil remedies:  

 A surviving member of the deceased person's family or household may bring an 

action for damages, an injunction, and other appropriate relief or remedial 

compensation. Attorney fees may be awarded.  

 [Effective: The day following final enactment and applies to acts committed on or after that 

date.]  

 


