
 
Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building 

 HOUSE RESEARCH 

 Bill Summary 
 

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 2470 DATE:  February 9, 2010 

 Version: First engrossment 

 Authors:  Hilstrom 

 Subject: Identity theft; scanning devices and reencoders 

 Analyst: Rebecca Pirius, 651-296-5044 

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd. 

Overview 

This bill creates a felony for the unlawful possession or use of scanning devices or 

reencoders. A scanning device is used to read or store information encoded on a 

card with a magnetic or electronic strip. A reencoder is a device that places 

encoded information from one card onto a different card. This legislation would 

apply to  payment cards, driver’s licenses, and state issued identification cards. 

Section    

1          Authority. Expands the county attorney’s subpoena authority to include the production of 

certain records for identity theft investigations. Limits subpoena authority to identity theft 

cases where probable cause exists to believe a crime has been committed. 

2          Definitions. Defines “scanning device” and “reencoder” for purposes of identity theft 

crimes. 

3          Unlawful possession or use of scanning device or reencoder. Creates a five-year felony 

for the following: (1) using a scanning device or reencoder without the cardholder’s 

permission and with intent to commit a crime; and (2) possessing any device that is 

designed to be used as a scanning device or reencoder, with intent to commit a crime. 

4          Venue.  Applies the venue provisions to the new crime under section 3. (Under this 

subdivision, a case may be prosecuted in: (1) the county where the crime occurred; (2) the 

county of residence or place of business of the victim; or (3) the county of residence of the 

person whose identity was obtained or sought.) 

 

  


